
Mae Harkins ’24
Studio Art major
First: Ceramics studio assistant
Now: Advancement and 
communications associate,  
The Gateway School

“I have always been creative and 
have always loved art. With the 
guidance of professors at Notre 
Dame, I chose to follow the Studio 
Art BFA path with a concentration 
in ceramics. The hefty and diverse 
class requirements ensured that I 
studied many forms of art, allowing 
me to develop skills in several 
different media and leaving me 
confident to apply learned forms in 
both my job and my art practice.
“Thanks to the photography and 
other Studio Art classes I took at 
Notre Dame, I stood out from other 
applicants for my current role and 
was able to leverage myself as an 
asset to the team I was joining. 
My supervisor recognized the 
appeal not only of a Notre Dame 
education, but of a creative mind 
and a Studio Art background, and 
we have worked together to tailor 

my position to more heavily include 
photography and graphic design.
“Studying how to think creatively will 
always be a great asset. Learning to 
think and create for oneself, learning 
to constantly problem solve, and 
learning to appreciate art for art’s 
sake are invaluable takeaways I am 
fortunate to have gained from Notre 
Dame. The patience, persistence, 
and surrender I was taught through 
majoring in Studio Art are skills I 
have applied to every aspect of my 
life, professional and personal.
“From standing out in applications 
because of my creative thinking, 
to having outlets of many different 
types of media to express and 
distract myself when the world 
seems too heavy, to knowing 
how to fix the broken chair or 
hang the heavy mirror because of 
the wood sculpture class I took, 
studying Studio Art has helped me 
in innumerable ways, both big and 
small, and I am incredibly grateful to 
everyone at Notre Dame who made 
it all possible for me.”

Study Studio Art.  
Do anything.

of recent Notre Dame Studio Art 
majors found success within six 
months of graduation.

	

45% 
started  
full-time jobs 
Assistant, Rothman Brecher  
	 Ehrich Livingston
Creative team associate,  
	 Green Line Talent
Digital media manager, General  
	 George Stillhouse
English teacher, South Bend 		
	 Community School Corporation
Graphic designer, ECG Productions
Marketing fellow, Yale University
Office intern, Insigneo Securities
Photography intern, Indianapolis Colts
Production marketing specialist, 		
	 Foundations Worldwide
Program manager, Notre Dame Dublin
Teacher, Zeta Charter Schools
Technical solutions engineer, Epic
UX designer, Johnstone Supply 		
	 Cafferty Group
Youth development professional, Boys 	
	 and Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County

al.nd.edu

96%

(Completing an internship, joining the 
military, conducting research, taking a 
gap year, pursuing independent creative 
or freelance work, or volunteering)

Source: Meruelo Family Center for Career 
Development First Destination Reports, 2015–24

9% 
entered  
service  
programs
Americorps, Cleveland, Ohio
Alliance for Catholic Education, 
	 New York City
City Year, Chicago

16% 
pursued  
other  
opportunities

Department of Art, Art History & Design 306 Riley Hall of Art & Design
574-631-7602 artdept.nd.edu art.1@nd.edu

Director of Undergraduate Studies
Elyse Speaks           espeaks@nd.edu

25%
enrolled in graduate 
or professional school
Fashion studies: The New School
Gender studies: University of Wisconsin
Geosciences: University of Texas at 	
Austin
History: Colorado State University
Painting: Kendall College of Art  
and Design
Sociology: Appalachian State University
Teaching: University of Oregon

Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art  
(36 credit hours)

Drawing I
2D Foundations
3D Foundations
2 art history courses
4 courses in area of concentration
3 electives

Curriculum requirements
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Studio Art  
(66 credit hours)

Drawing I
Drawing I
2D Foundations
3D Foundations
Photography I
Figure Drawing
3 art history courses
Senior Seminar
5 courses in area of concentration
5 electives
9-credit yearlong BFA thesis


