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“I actually started at Notre Dame as an 
architecture major with a minor in art 
history, but I found that I enjoyed the art 
history classes much more. In the middle 
of sophomore year, I decided to switch 
my major. I wasn't sure yet what a career 
might look like with an art history degree, 
but I could tell I was much more passionate 
about art history and architectural history 
than I was about the prospect of being a 
practicing architect, and that was more 
important to me.

“While at Notre Dame, I tried to take 
courses that covered a variety of time 
periods and art mediums, styles, or 
movements. Now that I am working within 
the art world, I've found that to be very 
useful. Our contemporary artists are 
often heavily influenced by other artists 
or movements, so to have a thorough 
understanding of those influences and 
the references in their work has been 
extremely helpful. Having knowledge 
about a wide range of art history is very 
useful in understanding our artists' work 
and being able to effectively communicate 
with gallery visitors or colleagues in the 
industry outside of Gagosian.

“Art history challenges us to see both 
the current moment and the bigger 
picture and to find the always-present 
connections between the two. This is a 
skill that can be applied to all parts of life 
and all industries. To know the past is to 
understand the present and be prepared 
for the future.”

Study Art History.  
Do anything.

of recent Notre Dame Art History majors found 
success within six months of graduation.

						    

52% 
Analyst, JP Morgan
Art associate, Park West Gallery
Assistant paralegal, Fragomen,  
	 Del Rey, Bersen & Loewy
Associate, Saffron Ventures
Client relations associate, 		
	 Allegiance Strategies
Communications and marketing 
	 assistant, Whitney Museum of 		
	 American Art
Creative team associate,  
	 Green Line Talent
Digital photoarchive assistant, 		
	 Picturae

(Completing an internship, joining the 
military, conducting research, taking a 
gap year, pursuing independent creative 
or freelance work, or volunteering)

Source: Meruelo Family Center for Career 
Development First Destination Reports, 
2015–24

9% 
entered  
service programs
Alliance for Catholic Education,  
	 Stockton, California
Americorps, South Bend, Indiana
City Year, Boston
Smithsonian American Art Museum 	
	 and Renwick Gallery, Washington, D.C.

9% 
pursued  
other  
opportunities

Department of Art, Art History & Design 306 Riley Hall of Art & Design
574-631-7602 artdept.nd.edu art.1@nd.edu

26%
enrolled in graduate 
or professional school
Applied analytics: Columbia University
Art conservation: New York University
Art history: Courtauld Institute of Art, 
Temple University, University of Colorado 
Boulder, University of Minnesota, 
University of Oregon
Curatorial studies: Columbia University
Environmental sciences: Baylor 
University
History of design: Royal College of Art
Law: Fordham University

al.nd.edu

95%

Director of Undergraduate Studies
Elyse Speaks           espeaks@nd.edu

started  
full-time jobs

ESG associate, TRC Companies
English teacher, South Bend 		
	 Community School Corporation
High school history teacher, 		
	 Montrose School
Paralegal and Office Administrator, 
	 Equal Justice Under Law
Patrons fellow, Vatican Museums
Project engineer, Swinerton
Staff consultant, Kenrich Group
Structured credit origination 		
	 analyst, Barclays
Studio associate, Deloitte

Curriculum requirements

Art History major
1 10000- or 20000-level course

1 20000-level course

Research Methods & Theories

3 30000-level courses

2 40000-level courses

2 Art History electives

Art History supplementary major
1 10000- or 20000-level course

1 20000-level course

Research Methods & Theories

3 30000-level courses

2 40000-level courses


