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&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Cristina Adum
• Major: Information 

Technology Management 
• Minor: International 

Development Studies
• Adviser: Jessica McManus-

Warnell

Private Sector Coordination in the Aftermath of Ecuador’s Earthquake
After the earthquake of 2016, 58 companies got together under the efforts of Empresas 
por Ecuador to deliver immediate aid to those affected by the catastrophe. My project looks 
into the motivations of these companies to work alongside each other in order to deliver 
help. My home country is Ecuador, and when the earthquake happened I was already in 
college. Conducting this research helped me feel like I was contributing to something after 
the calamity.

Traveled to Ecuador with funding from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Eunice Agyapong
• Major: Biological Sciences 
• Minor: International 

Development Studies
• Balfour-Hesburgh Scholar 
• Advisers: Paul Ocobock and 

Vania Smith-Oka

Analyzing Dynamics of Physician-Patient Relationships in Ghana
In summer 2018, I spent six weeks conducting semi-structured interviews and 
ethnographic observations of medical consultations at the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital 
in Kumasi, Ghana. I explored preconceptions that physicians and patients hold regarding 
their relationship and analyzed which factors influence the dynamics of their interactions, 
ultimately affecting patient satisfaction. I sought to better understand how to improve 
patient active participation and satisfaction with the Ghanaian health care system. In 
2017, I conducted a preliminary study at KATH and found evidence to suggest that many 
health care professionals and patients were concerned about the disproportionate power 
dynamics and the miscommunication that exist between physicians and patients. The 
results of that project laid the groundwork for this research.

Traveled to Kumasi, Ghana, with funding from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Akua Agyei-Boateng
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior 
• Minor: Africana Studies
• Adviser: Paul Ocobock

The Formation of a Global Image of Africa: The Ramifications of Varying 
Ethnic Attitudes on the History of the African Studies Association
My work explores the ramifications of a Western-dominated field of African studies through 
the history of the African Studies Association, an American organization and the largest 
hub of scholarly discourse on Africa. Because of the nature of its founding, a large amount 
of scholarship generated via the ASA — and by extension African studies — offers a 
distorted and adulterated image of Africa. African studies is supposed to be representative 
of African identity, culture, heritage, and legacy. As an African who participates in the field, I 
discovered that there is instead a lack of representation as the majority of my classes were 
taught by non-Africans. I then discovered that this lack of representation was a widespread 
occurrence in the field so I decided to further investigate the phenomenon.

Traveled to California, Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Michigan, New York, and Washington, D.C., 
with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program and the Kellogg Institute 
for International Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Andrea Alatorre
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior 
• Minor: Poverty Studies
• Adviser: Gerald Haeffel

Depressive Symptoms and Academic Achievement: Are Fixed Mindsets 
Just a Specific Instance of Negative Attributional Style?
The purpose of my study was to determine whether the newer intelligence mindset theories 
represent an incremental advance in knowledge or are specific instances of a more general 
negative attributional style, as theorized a decade earlier by the cognitive theories of 
depression. Depression is my main research interest due to its prevalence and the potential 
severity of its outcomes. It is essential to continually assess theories of depression and 
compare them with other existing theories in order to better understand their similarities, 
highlight their differences, and potentially integrate different constructs.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joselia Alves de Lima 
Souza
• Major: Sociology 
• Minors: Business Economics 

and Portuguese and 
Brazilian Studies

• Adviser: Maria McKenna

Engaging Individual Agency in Becoming Culturally Competent
My project is a qualitative study of how people come to understand positionality through 
mapping out their own lived experiences as they relate to education and issues of 
inequality, power, privilege, identity, and race/ethnicity. This work supports a growing body 
of research on culturally competent pedagogy and learning. I became interested in this 
topic after working as a research assistant to Maria McKenna, and my sociology major 
confirmed the importance of this area of study. I care about equity and inclusion and, very 
specifically, the success of first-generation college students. This project supported my 
growing understanding of this arena.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Albertina Arce
• Major: International 

Economics (French) 
• Minor: European Studies
• Adviser: Forrest Spence

Understanding Immigrant Intergenerational Mobility and Labor Market 
Inequalities in Saint-Dénis, France
My project explores the impact that social factors such as ethnicity, origin, gender, and 
location have on the educational disparities between native and non-native French young 
adults. I also examined how these factors impact a student’s success in entering the job 
market post-graduation and what intergenerational mobility looks like in France’s low-
income and immigrant dense suburbs. I chose this topic because I wanted to explore the 
educational disparities between migrants and natives in Parisian cities to help explain the 
growing media sentiment on the validity of increasing discrimination in France’s job market, 
especially in recent years since the Charlie Hebdo and Bataclan theatre terrorist attacks.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Hannah Arcentales
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Minor: Sociology
• Adviser: Richard Pierce

Black Music in a White Nation: The Role of Native-Born and Immigrant 
Black Jazz Musicians in Britain from 1919-1950
I examined the history of black jazz musicians in Britain, in the broader context of West 
Indian and African immigration to Britain in the interwar and post-war periods. My research 
provides insight into the 20th-century black British experience and the role of race in 
British jazz by contextualizing primary historical and biographical sources. As I traveled to 
swing dance events during college, I became interested in how communities form around 
music and dance. While studying abroad, I began researching British jazz history and was 
intrigued by how local black musicians were marginalized, but also sometimes spotlighted 
for their race amid the British pursuit for musical “authenticity.” The story of these 
musicians provides a compelling perspective on how Britain engaged with the importation 
of jazz and immigrant peoples.

Conducted archival research in London with funding from the Kennedy Family Research Fellowship.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Rose Ashley
• Major: American Studies 
• Minor: Peace Studies
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Annie Coleman

The National Parks: America’s Best, Able-Bodied Idea
The 1916 Organic Act established the national parks as places that both preserve 
magnificent, wild landscapes and provide enjoyment and access for all Americans. 
Although these parks are supposed to be for everyone, they often deny Americans with 
disabilities the accommodation they need. I argue that the historical norms associated with 
outdoor recreation, specifically rock climbing, create an exclusive and ableist narrative of 
wilderness. As someone with a disability who enjoys hiking immensely, I have always wanted 
to understand the exclusion I experienced at the national parks I have visited. After many 
months of research and writing, this desire morphed into my senior thesis.

Traveled to Jackson, Wyoming, with funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.     



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Ashtin Ballard
• Major: English 
• Adviser: Ernest Morrell

‘And, in Their Falling, Rise Again’: Unearthing Muted Voices in Sanora Babb’s 
Whose Names Are Unknown and John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath
My thesis puts two Dust Bowl travel narratives in conversation with one another to recover 
and amplify the voices of women and minorities during this pivotal time in American 
history. I posit that Steinbeck and Babb ought to be read in tandem to fully understand the 
complexities and hardships of the Okie refugees and how their tales of woe and triumph 
are relevant in our modern political climate. Steinbeck’s great American novel, The Grapes 
of Wrath, is as relevant today as it was 80 years ago. Indeed, his themes of persecution, 
bigotry, and freedom are being challenged and reshaped along our southern border and 
in national news every day. After Donald Trump’s separation policy took effect last June, 
I wanted to think about the implications and consequences of such an act for American 
identity through a literary lens.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sabrina Battiston
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Minor: Business Economics
• Adviser: Steve Fallon

Private Property and Class Conflict in King Lear
I am conducting a new economic reading of Shakespeare’s King Lear, observing how 
economic conditions in Elizabethan/Jacobean England and the rise of capitalism in Europe 
contribute to how readers understand the text. I have written extensively and engaged 
with scholarship on Shakespeare during my undergraduate career. I felt that an economic 
reading was an appropriate means of combining my major and minor.

Traveled to Oxford, England.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joan Becker
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Advisers: Amy Mulligan and 

Kyle Peets

The Book of the Enchanter
My thesis consists of a hand-printed, hand-bound book of woodcuts, illustrating the legend 
of King Arthur. It is accompanied by a supplementary paper detailing my sources for the 
project and my aims in the creation of the book. This project allowed my to synthesize my 
interests in medieval studies, the history of the book, and metafiction, while using the skills 
I have developed in studio art classes at Notre Dame. I wanted to comment on the power of 
narrative and the book form, and the creation of an actual handmade book allowed me to 
do so in a vivid and compact form.

Traveled to Wales, Germany, Belgium, and France with funding from the Undergraduate 
Research Opportunity Program and the Nanovic Institute for European Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maggie Behan
• Major: Film, Television, and 

Theatre (FTT)
• Supplementary Major: 

Spanish
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Grant Mudge

Ever-Burning Lights: A One-Act Play
For my thesis, I wrote and directed a one-act play. In a modern examination of 
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing and Othello, three young women struggle to 
navigate abusive relationships, discovering that love doesn’t always look like you think 
it does and that life never has as many clear answers as you’d like. After working on 
productions of Much Ado About Nothing and Othello, I began to deeply consider the 
troubling nature of their attitudes toward and treatment of women. Women are still, with 
absurd frequency, abused and mistreated by their intimate partners. I thought that tying 
the old to the new would be an interesting way to highlight the everlasting presence of this 
type of abuse.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Samantha Berley
• Majors: Economics and 

Italian (Honors) 
• Adviser: Charles Leavitt IV

Io stavo col Libanese: Rappresentazioni dei rapporti omosociali ed 
eterosociali in Romanzo Criminale
My thesis analyzes the relationships developed in the popular Italian drama Romanzo 
Criminale. The television show follows the Banda della Magliana as they form a mafia-like 
crime agency in an attempt to conquer Rome. I explore the juxtapositions between the 
three main protagonists’ relationships with women, who represent innocence and purity, 
and men, who represent a life of crime and glory, and how these relationships cause the 
mafia to self-destruct. I chose this topic because I’m interested in both organized crime 
and criminality and representations of gender in literature. I was curious to explore how a 
critically acclaimed Italian television show would take artistic liberty with subject matter 
based on real events and people and how gender would play a role in the final narrative.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joseph Blakey
• Major: Film, Television, and  

Theatre (FTT)
• Adviser: Kevin Dreyer

Cargo: A Documentary Theatre Project
Based on works like The Laramie Project and Fires in the Mirror, my senior thesis is a 
verbatim documentary theatre project titled Cargo. To create this project, I interviewed 
people from all over the Notre Dame community and transformed those interviews into a 
one-act play, whose theme is how people find their calling in life and their place in the world 
when they don’t fall into a particular narrative. I’ve had personal experience in documentary 
theatre and wanted to apply this form to the Notre Dame community. At Notre Dame, with 
its Catholic tradition and concentration of young people, there is rich potential to delve into 
how people discover their vocation and what they do with it.

 Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

August Bonacci
• Majors: Program of Liberal 

Studies and Italian
• Adviser: Theodore  

Cachey Jr.

Represented Space and the Space of Representation in Dante’s  
Divine Comedy
Dante’s Commedia, as a poem in terza rima, is a space of representation which articulates 
the represented space of the aldilà — an Italian word meaning the beyond, the hereafter, 
or the afterlife. I explore how meaning is created by the way in which the space of 
representation articulates the represented space. Dante’s contributions to and his 
incredible poetic synthesis of the disciplines of theology, philosophy, literature, natural 
science, poetry, and politics make me think he would have been a good Program of Liberal 
Studies major. Indeed, writing about his Commedia provided the perfect bridge between my 
PLS and Italian majors. Engaging with his profound meditation on the nature of reality has 
been the greatest intellectual experience of my life.

Traveled to Rome with funding from the Nanovic Institute for European Studies and the Rome 
International Scholars Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Anne Marie Bonds
• Majors: International 

Economics (German) and  
Political Science 

• Advisers: Taryn Dinkelman 
and Forrest Spence

State Immigrant Assimilation Programs in Germany
I examined the impact of state-specific immigrant assimilation laws in Germany. While 
Germany implemented federal integration laws in 2005, three German states, Baden-
Württemberg, North Rhine Westphalia, and Berlin, implemented specific assimilation 
programs to target the needs of their immigrants. I studied the impact of these programs 
on immigrant poverty rate compared to states without these programs. With the Syrian 
refugee crisis beginning in 2015, immigrant assimilation has been a controversial yet 
important topic. Germany needs to find a way to include the massive influx of immigrants 
into its labor market, and I believe immigrant integration programs are crucial to bettering 
the economy in light of a migrant crisis.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Therese Bonomo
• Majors: Economics and 

Mathematics 
• Adviser: Timothy Dunne

Geographic and Socioeconomic Incidence of a Federal Tax on Carbon
My research focuses on modeling the impact of a carbon tax on low-income families 
across the country. Many environmentalists advocate for a tax on CO2 emissions as one 
way of combating climate change. However, this tax, like many others, would tend to hit 
low-income families the hardest. I researched just how hard these families would be hit in 
different parts of the country, and what that means for the actual implementation of the 
policy. I’ve been very interested in environmental issues and poverty prevention, so looking 
at the regressivity of a carbon tax was right up my alley. Finding a way to reduce emissions 
while protecting the poorest members of our society is of the utmost importance, given the 
current progression of climate change. 

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Astrid V. Brakstad
• Major: Economics 
• Supplementary Major: 

Applied and Computational 
Mathematics and Statistics

• Minor: Philosophy, Politics, 
and Economics (PPE)

• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar 
• Adviser: Kirk Doran

Migration in Academia: Measuring the Impact of German Mathematicians 
Entering the U.S. during World War II
I explored peer effects from the influx of foreign scientists within academia and whether 
it contributes to increased production of knowledge. Using the expulsion of Jewish 
mathematicians from Germany at the onset of World War II, I studied the American 
institutions that received such scholars and changes in publication numbers and number  
of Ph.D. students on individual and institutional levels, as well as within their respective  
subfields. Increased migration represents opportunities for the integration of new 
ideas into host societies. I chose this topic after studying the long-term effect of 
migrants arriving with new technology on various countries. By studying highly educated 
mathematicians, I investigate these mechanisms in the very environment where we expand 
the body of knowledge.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jackie Brebeck
• Major: Accountancy
• Minors: International 

Development Studies and 
Sustainability

• CUSE Sorin Scholar
• Adviser: Phillip Sakimoto

Public Perceptions of Issues and Policies Regarding Plastic Marine 
Pollution in Coastal Communities of Northeast Taiwan
My project discusses the results of a study I conducted in summer 2018 in Northeast 
Taiwan on public perception of the policies and issues related to plastic marine pollution. 
It serves as a capstone for both my minors. This topic is very personal to me — I grew up 
in Taiwan and have loved the ocean since I was young. Recently, I noticed more trash at my 
favorite beaches and in the water when surfing and paddleboarding. It devastated me, and I 
wanted to see whether others thought this was an important issue.

Traveled to Taiwan with funding from the Liu Institute for Asia and Asian Studies.  



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Anneli Brown
• Major: Studio Art 

(Concentration in Painting)
• Adviser: Maria Tomasula

American Circus
My project makes use of the visual medium of painting to create a satirical conduit to 
express critiques and commentary of American society that could otherwise seem taboo. 
Through the works, I draw parallels between phenomena that pervade American culture and 
acts exhibited in the circus big top and the carnival midway. I like the idea of being able to 
convey serious topics through the lens of humor, in order to facilitate conversation. I also 
feel that a visual medium can make certain impressions on people that writing cannot quite 
do. I have also always loved the trope of the American circus.

Received the Judith A. Wrappe Memorial Award from the Department of Art, Art History,  
and Design.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Matt Brown
• Majors: Economics and 

Mathematics
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Abigail Wozniak

Mixed Signals: Occupational Licensing and Intermittent Labor Force 
Participation
Economists Peter Blair and Bobby Chung find that gender and racial wage gaps are smaller 
for licensed individuals than for unlicensed peers. This is possibly related to job market 
signaling. Licensing may provide a signal which mitigates negative statistical discrimination 
against minority groups. In my thesis, I use a variety of models to test this and related 
hypotheses on census datasets. I am interested in studying labor economics, and Blair and 
Chung’s findings were fascinating. Licensing is increasingly prevalent in the U.S. labor force, 
so this research is also policy relevant. This project gave me a chance to familiarize myself 
with empirical methods in economics, which will help me as I pursue graduate study.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Marissa Browne
• Major: Theology 
• Supplementary Major: 

Spanish
• Minor: Catholic Social 

Tradition
• Adviser: Margaret Pfeil

The Option for the Poor in the Thought of Gustavo Gutierrez and John Paul II

My thesis compares the interpretations of the preferential option for the poor of Gustavo 
Gutierrez and Saint Pope John Paul II in order to clarify the similarities in their thought. I 
seek to describe the meaning of the “preferential option for the poor” in the writings of 
Gutierrez and John Paul II, analyze the epistemology and theological anthropology held by 
both theologians, and compare the two. In fall 2017, I studied abroad in Santiago, Chile, 
where I learned about the theological development of the preferential option for the poor in 
its original, Latin American context. The following summer, I had an internship doing  
anti-poverty work at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. During my internship, I began 
to wonder how the preferential option might differ in these two contexts, which led me to 
my thesis topic.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Christian Brunner 
Lopez
• Major: Finance 
• Minor: European Studies
• Adviser: Andy Gould

Rise of Populism in Europe — Impacts on the Economy, the Eurozone, and 
the European Asset Classes
To what extent has the rise of populism been a result of the 2009 crisis? And how will 
it impact the economic stability and future of Europe? My paper examines the root of 
European populism and how it impacts the economic stability of the European project. I 
found this topic to be a good overlap between my major and minor, and one that is very 
relevant as literature on European populism is consistently being published. This is the 
result of the high uncertainty context that populism is bringing to Europe.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maureen Butler
• Major: International 

Economics (Spanish)
• Advisers: Denise Della Rossa 

and Eric Sims

Economic Implications of Catalan Secessionist Movements: A  
Predictive Analysis
Since the worldwide economic crisis in 2008, political tensions between pro- and anti-
independence movements have escalated as Catalonia’s threats of secession from 
Spain have grown. This has culminated in the arrest and exile of Catalan leaders as well 
as mounting animosity between pro-independence Catalonians and Spanish nationalist 
movements. Based on economic expectations and precedent in Quebec and the United 
Kingdom, this paper predictively assesses probable macroeconomic consequences of 
Catalonia’s secession from Spain. While studying in Toledo, Spain, for six weeks, I was 
exposed to the tensions felt by the Spanish people, especially my host family, surrounding 
Catalan secession. As such a dynamic and changing issue, it piqued my interest. With news 
coming out about Catalonia almost daily, I hoped to shed some light on the questions so 
many are asking.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

M. Valeria Caamano-
Pichardo
• Major: Psychology 
• Minors: Philosophy and 

Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other 
Languages (TESOL) 

• Adviser: Bradley Gibson

Current Memory Models Lack an Account for Synesthetic Memory Advantage
There is a link between memory and synesthesia, the ability to experience more than 
one sense at a time. Memory models are intended to reflect the processing of human 
minds. However, synesthetes — people who experience synesthesia — seem to have 
increased memory capacities for which current memory models do not allow. Through the 
examination of synesthetes’ memory data, I propose a theory for a new memory model 
that includes these individuals’ capacities. I have always been interested in cognition and 
perception. The way people see and experience the world matters to the way they encode 
and process memories. There are estimates for what memory models look like in theory, but 
there are no physical boxes and arrows across the brain that reflect this. This topic became 
personal since I have synesthesia. I wanted to learn more about the way my brain works and 
how those like me uniquely interpret the world around us.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Annette Cai
• Majors: Sociology and 

Science Pre-professional 
Studies

• Adviser: Lyn Spillman

Differences in the Perceptions of ‘Success’ Between Chinese American 
and Chinese International Students
My research examines the values and motivations attached to education by undergraduate 
Chinese American and Chinese international students studying in the United States. I 
hypothesized that Chinese American students are more likely than Chinese international 
students to attach an instrumental value to education. Furthermore, Chinese American 
students likely view parental expectations as more central to their success frames than 
Chinese international students. As a second-generation Chinese American, my own 
motivations for choosing my college and major were incredibly nuanced and intertwined 
with my parents’ immigration history. I wanted to explore whether my own experiences 
were shared by the larger Chinese American community.

 Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Griffin Cannon
• Major: Political Science
• Certificate in International 

Security Studies
• Adviser: Eugene Gholz

Civil-Military Integration and Disintegration in the Indian Context
My project examines the integration between civilian ends and military means, specifically 
focusing on India. I chose this topic because I thought that writing a thesis would be an 
excellent opportunity to learn about a fascinating country I knew almost nothing about. I 
did, however, restrict it to a subject I was somewhat comfortable with.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sofia Carozza
• Majors: Neuroscience and 

Behavior and Theology 
• Minor: Philosophy, Politics, 

and Economics (PPE)
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar
• Adviser: Kristin Valentino

Intergenerational Trauma: Maternal PTSD Symptomology and  
Parenting Behavior
My thesis aims to identify the relationship between a mother’s PTSD symptomology and her 
parenting behavior later in life. Specifically, I looked at reminiscing quality, which measures 
a mother’s ability to co-construct narratives about her child’s emotional experiences. I 
focused on preschool children —one group with substantiated cases of maltreatment 
and one group that was not maltreated. By identifying a link between PTSD and parenting 
behavior, I hope to inform the targeting of interventions. The neuroscience literature is 
clear: adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) cause lasting changes in brain chemistry, 
structure, and function. However, we have yet to understand how and why ACEs become 
intergenerational cycles of trauma. I hope to shed light on one possible route between a 
mother’s own trauma history and the experiences of her children.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Carlos Celis
• Majors: Studio Art 

(Concentration in Sculpture) 
and Art History

• Advisers: Bill Kremer and 
Gary Sczerbaniewicz

Uncovering Traditions: Oscillations in Nationalism
The root of nationalism and the fiction of nations is grounded on language and traditions. 
I am interested in how this specific type of story is created and how it can be visually 
represented. I left my home country when I was 9, and I have been continuously confronted 
with other people’s ideas of how I should behave as a Venezuelan. It’s always baffled me 
how something as arbitrary as place of birth could determine how people behave. This 
project was a way to understand my dwindling sense of nationality and my place in a larger 
conversation.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Gianfranco Cesareo
• Majors: History and Political 

Science 
• Minor: Italian
• Kellogg International 

Scholar 
• Adviser: Richard Pierce

Fight the Power: The History of Hip-Hop Music as a Resistive Force
My thesis looks at the history of hip-hop music as a form of artistic expression, originating 
in urban black communities throughout the United States in the 1970s and ‘80s. I pay 
particular attention to socially and politically conscious hip-hop music, as well as the 
responses that the music received in mainstream American culture — from racial fear 
and hatred masquerading as moral concern to a begrudging and perhaps disingenuous 
acceptance to an acceptance on its own terms. I have been a big fan of hip-hop music 
since I first got an iPod in middle school. Part of the reason I chose this topic is that the 
issues raised by hip-hop and the debates surrounding it are still relevant today, in a country 
still very much plagued by racial inequalities and divisions. By looking at hip-hop from a 
historical perspective, I hope to shed light on the art form’s importance.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Elizabeth Chen
• Majors: Psychology and 

Biochemistry 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Nicole McNeil

Narrativity in Children’s Counting Books
The role of narrativity in children’s counting books has not been extensively studied. 
Narrativity is defined as a chain of events which affect or are caused by existents such as 
settings or characters. I analyzed data on a counting book intervention collected at several 
local Head Start schools in terms of narrativity, using the results of an undergraduate 
classification study which rated books on their narrativity. I am interested in how children 
learn and which methods best help them. Using literature in mathematics education 
can improve the development of mathematics cognition. However, little systematic 
assessment has been conducted on which types of counting books are best for promoting 
understanding of cardinality. 

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Caroline Christmann
• Major: Political Science 
• Supplementary Major: Arts 

and Letters Pre-Health
• Adviser: Claudia Anewalt 

Francis

Just What the Doctors Ordered: Improving Public Health Through Public Policy
My thesis explores the conditions under which public health recommendations become 
public policy at the state level. I examine the path to legislation for protections for 
breastfeeding mothers and for smoking bans and argue that expert communities must 
have strong, creative, and cohesive recommendations in order to convince the general 
public, and thus influence legislators to create stronger laws. Breastfeeding rates in the 
United States are low, and there are significant structural barriers in the forms of social 
stigma and hostile work environments. But legislatures have largely failed to enact the 
policies that would change these conditions. I want to understand how these conditions  
can be improved so that new mothers have more freedom and support in making their  
own decisions.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Hye Sim Chung
• Majors: German and 

Psychology
• Minor: Teaching English 

to Speakers of Other 
Languages (TESOL)

• Glynn Family Honors 
Program

• Adviser: Tobias Boes

A Comparison Between Teaching Materials for Brecht’s Mother Courage 
and the Playwright’s Original Intentions
Bertolt Brecht was a German playwright best known for his use of epic theater and 
alienation effect. His body of work continues to be taught to German students, but how 
are Brecht’s original messages and intentions conveyed to these next generations? My 
thesis examines teaching materials on Mother Courage to answer this question. Brecht’s 
The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui was the first German work I read from start to finish in 
German. After being introduced to his ideas, I was fascinated by the kind of theater Brecht 
implemented and by what he wanted to teach.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Madeline Coole
• Majors: Economics and 

Spanish 
• Minor: International 

Development Studies
• Adviser: Steve Reifenberg

Voluntary Teaching Programs: Evidence from Enseña Chile
My research looked into the effect of the voluntary teaching program through Enseña 
Chile on participants’ career expectations, perceptions of the poor, and civic engagement 
in Santiago, Chile. Using a regression discontinuity design leveraged through an applicant 
text score cutoff, I concluded that the program attracts professionals into education who 
otherwise would not have participated and successfully facilitates mutual understanding 
between participants and marginalized populations. I chose this topic because Enseña 
Chile is one of many novel innovations in education, and understanding its effects has 
implications for how we teach our future students and teachers and how we approach 
those living in disadvantaged circumstances.

Traveled to Santiago, Chile, with funding from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kara Copeland
• Major: English 
• Minor: European Studies
• Adviser: Laura Betz

A Critical Reader Reception History of John Keats and his Great Odes 
Using Topic Modeling
My thesis examines the reception of John Keats in critical works, focusing specifically on 
the reception of his great odes. Using topic modeling and data analysis, I provide a concrete 
timeline of how Keats’ reception has changed over time and make gestures toward 
understanding his changing canonicity. I began this project by thinking about canonicity 
and how authors come to be accepted into anthologies and syllabi. I realized, however, that 
canonicity as a whole is too big a topic to try to undertake for a thesis and used Keats’ odes 
as a specific case study. I worked closely with Dan Johnson from the Navari Family Center 
for Digital Scholarship, and his help was imperative to my project.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Meg Corscadden
• Major: Political Science 
• Minors: Constitutional 

Studies and Philosophy, 
Politics, and Economics 
(PPE)

• Adviser: Amitava Dutt

The Rise of Radical Parties in Greece
My thesis explores the collapse of Greece’s traditional political party structure and the rise 
of the far-left party, SYRIZA, in recent parliamentary elections. My project also touches on 
broader topics including the radical right, the Great Recession, the refugee crisis in Europe, 
and the rise of radical parties across Europe. After studying abroad in Athens, I became 
interested in Greece’s unique political situation. As a country harshly affected by both the 
Great Recession and the refugee crisis, Greece’s voter shift toward the far left is unusual. 
Most countries in similar situations have seen a rise in the far right. Ultimately, I hope to 
contribute to the literature on non-traditional parties with my discussion on why Greece 
shifted to the left in a time of crisis.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sophia Costanzo
• Major: Film, Television, and 

Theatre (FTT)
• Advisers: Bill Donaruma and 

Anne Garcia Romero

Remembering Cuba: A Documentary
Remembering Cuba is a documentary feature film that looks into how the story of a family 
leaving Cuba in the 1960s impacted the identity of first-generation and second-generation 
relatives once in America. This topic is particularly important to me, as the documentary 
is about my own family’s journey from Cuba to America. I chose to make it now because 
immigration is a particularly polarized issue, and we often forget to look beyond the politics 
and see the people who went through the struggle of immigrating. The stories in this 
documentary humanize that experience.

Traveled to Arkansas, California, Florida, Massachusetts, Texas, and Havana, Cuba, with 
funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Alexa Coubal
• Major: American Studies
• Minor: Education, Schooling, 

and Society (ESS)
• Adviser: Annie Coleman

Tha Crossroads: Hip-Hop and Basketball in New York City
I researched the intersection of hip-hop and basketball by first exploring their overlapping 
spatial origins in New York City. I then looked at how their relationship began with 
marginalization and how their shared spaces enabled them to grow. I looked at how hip-
hop music was introduced into famous arenas in New York and how the relationship lives 
on through major amateur tournaments and music. I love basketball and hip-hop, and I’d 
always wondered why the two are so intertwined. Why does the Notorious B.I.G. have a 
jersey hanging in Barclays Center even though he wasn’t a professional basketball player? 
I started with Rucker Park in Harlem and hip-hop in the Bronx. I also visited famous pickup 
basketball courts in New York City and shadowed New York Knicks and Brooklyn Nets games 
to see how hip-hop is incorporated into the teams’ cultures and gamedays. 

Traveled to New York City with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Monica 
Coundouriotis
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Adviser: Joseph Rosenberg

Boredom in 21st-Century America
I discuss various manifestations of boredom in current American society, specifically among 
the millennial generation. I also discuss a brief history and philosophy of the emotion and 
how it has changed over time. I emphasize boredom’s prevalence in current society and its 
implications. I was inspired by a previous paper I wrote that touched on boredom. I became 
intrigued the more I thought about what boredom is and why it occurs.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Cera Montana Crowell
• Major: Sociology (Honors)
• Minors: Poverty Studies  

and Hesburgh Program in 
Public Service

• Adviser: Rory McVeigh

 
Identity Deployment Among Latinx High School and College Students
My research seeks to understand the experience of Latinx students as they make 
sense of themselves in places that were once predominantly white. I conducted semi-
structured interviews with Latinx high school students in South Bend and Latinx Notre 
Dame undergraduates and examined the role of context in determining students’ identity 
deployment. The increasing Latinx population in the United States requires that sociologists 
reexamine this group’s integration into the fabric of the nation. I wanted to further explore 
how younger Latinos negotiate their identities in educational contexts, given that the 
majority of students’ time is spent in this setting.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joe Crowley
• Majors: English and Political 

Science
• Minor: Education, Schooling, 

and Society (ESS)
• Adviser: Margaret Doody

Conceptions of Dreaming in 17th-Century Literature
Dreams have provoked fascination across cultures and eras. Coming from the 
subconscious, they often import aspects of our everyday lives, and have the power to 
suggest taking actions or halting our actions. In varying circumstances, dreams have been 
conceived of as threatening and lifegiving, divinely inspired and self-created, liberating 
and constraining. Given this wide variety, my research seeks to better understand how 
dreams are used in literature. An awareness of dreaming is crucial to a cultural literacy 
that encompasses the world in which we wake and sleep. Aside from exploring wonderful 
literature that is often overlooked, my thesis draws attention to a construct that stretches 
across time and location.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kristin Cullinan
• Major: Psychology 
• Minors: Education, 

Schooling, and Society (ESS) 
and Business Economics

• Advisers: Dawn Gondoli and 
Erin Hillard

The Relative Contribution of Maternal Pressure and Modeling on 
Daughters’ Eating and Body-Related Attitudes and Behaviors
My study examines the potential differences between the influence of maternal modeling 
of body regard and eating pathology and maternal pressure on daughters to be thin on 
body image-related outcomes among daughters, including body dissatisfaction, thin-ideal 
internalization, and disordered eating. I have been assisting in research in the body image 
and eating disorder field with Alexandra Corning and Dawn Gondoli since my freshman year 
and chose a topic of personal interest within that area.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Emily Daly
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior 
• Supplementary Major: Art 

History
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Collin Meissner

London Geist: A Novel
An action-comedy mystery novel set in 1898 London: Henrietta Fletcher has just arrived 
back in London from traveling with her father on his tea trades when terror strikes. The 
Light of Qianling, a priceless Chinese artifact, is stolen from her home. Left alone in a city in 
unfamiliar to her, she teams up with the unlikely Felix Whitby to recover the stolen artifact. 
Novels and storytelling are powerful art forms that are able to transport us to different 
times. I chose to write a historical fiction novel for my thesis to learn how to use historical 
evidence to reconstruct a world for a narrative. Further, I wanted to give an exciting and 
entertaining experience of Victorian London by investing the reader in a high-stakes, fast-
paced murder mystery that on occasion slips into madcap comedy.

Traveled to London with funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.     
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2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Alexander Daugherty
• Majors: English 

(Concentration in Creative 
Writing) and Neuroscience 
and Behavior

• Adviser: Steve Tomasula

Aster: A Science Fiction
In a future Republic of America, Brynn Hox lives in a tiny housing unit. When baby brother 
Ryne’s treatments grow burdensome and there is a political outcry in the city, Brynn 
becomes afraid for her future. Woven in are Gramma’s horrific stories from when she was 
a test subject and ward of the state in the Lab for Special and Directed Development. My 
interest in the ethical implications of human testing only grows the more I learn about 
pharmacology, anatomy, and physiology. These complex topics, which do not even begin to 
broach the immense difficulty of our own psychology, beg for a better chance at research 
and understanding. These are issues that must be faced. I want my readers to think about 
these issues before they reach the realm of political decision-making.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Nicole Degla
• Major: International 

Economics (Spanish)
• Adviser: Nelson Mark

Remittances and the Venezuelan Socioeconomic Crisis
My project is an attempt to fill the research gap in understanding the characteristics 
of remittance recipients in Venezuela and how these trends in remittance flows might 
shift during times of economic crisis. The time I spent in South America during my junior 
year, coupled with my interest in the economic impacts of immigration, led me to further 
investigate the ongoing socioeconomic crisis in Venezuela. The country’s increasing 
instability is cause for policy concerns not limited to the Venezuelan government, but 
encompassing the international community as a whole. I was eager to investigate the 
economic implications of an increasingly remittance-dependent economy.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Darcy Dehais
• Major: American Studies 
• Minors: Journalism, Ethics, 

and Democracy and 
Catholic Social Tradition

• Adviser: Jennifer Huynh

Indiana’s Housing Crisis: Weak Renter Policy Protections and a Culture  
of Eviction
I researched the rental housing crisis in Indiana, where the eviction rate is double the 
national average and three cities rank in the top 20 for eviction. I sought to understand 
causes and effects of high eviction rates, drawing connections between weak policy 
protections for renters and unstable housing conditions. I also describe proposed 
legislative solutions to Indiana’s eviction crisis, including bills in the state Senate and 
organizations that advocate for stricter landlord accountability. In my American studies 
courses, I have observed a common theme of people’s housing situations affecting so many 
other aspects of their lives — including proper health care, access to education, and ability 
to work. I wanted to better understand how policy solutions could have a positive effect on 
the most marginalized renters in the state.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Christina Del Greco
• Major: Biological Sciences 
• Minor: Science, Technology, 

and Values (STV) 
• Adviser: Anna Geltzer

Understanding Genetic Privacy as a Defense Against Genetic 
Determinism
My thesis explores the issue of genetic privacy in a society where more and more people 
are getting their genomes sequenced to learn about their ancestry or disease risks.  By 
learning about existing federal regulations and commercial privacy policies, we can better 
understand how their shortcomings might allow an individual’s genetic data to be exploited. 
As someone interested in potentially influencing policy from the perspective of a scientist, 
studying the intersection between genetics and current science policies allowed me to see 
what that sort of interdisciplinary work could look like.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maddy Del Medico
• Major: English
• Minor: Business Economics
• Adviser: Steve Tomasula

Creative Thesis
In my thesis, Neighborhood, I expose and portray small-town culture in a unique and 
captivating way. My thesis focuses mainly on three central families, while continuously 
alternating between their perspectives. Using these different perspectives allows me to 
show how news and gossip travel in small social circles, the effect it has on the characters’ 
lives and opinions, and how this information can be tainted or misinterpreted. I chose this 
topic in the hopes of expanding it to a novel. I love creative writing and I wanted to improve 
my skills under the instruction of my professor, classmates, and adviser.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Andrea Desilets
• Majors: Music and Theology 
• Minor: Philosophy
• Adviser: Daniel Schlosberg

Senior Recital, Piano
My senior piano recital features four works of varying styles and time periods — J.S. Bach’s 
Prelude and Fugue in E flat major, BWV 852, Haydn’s “Andante with Variations” in F minor, 
Schoenberg’s “Six Little Piano Pieces,” and Chopin’s “Barcarolle,” Op. 60. This program 
showcases a diverse array of some of the best of piano repertoire, as well as my own 
personal development as a pianist. I am thrilled to be able to share this culmination of my 
performance studies with my family and friends.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maggie Dever
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Minors: Business Economics 

and Theology
• Adviser: Clark Power

Aiding in Moral Development In and Outside of the Home
My thesis is a historical approach to our understanding of childhood and child rearing, 
focusing on the intersect of the parent-child relationship and the school system. I love 
working with children and seeing how they develop. How they have been thought to develop 
is really interesting to me. I’m also interested in public policy, especially in relation to family 
and education policy, which I hope to continue exploring after graduation.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Dante Domenella
• Majors: Economics and 

Mathematics
• Minor: Theology
• Kellogg International 

Scholar
• Adviser: James Sullivan

The Effect of Code Blue Homeless Policies on Cold Weather Deaths
Different U.S. cities have different policies for overflow homeless shelters. If the 
temperature falls below a certain threshold, a city may legally require anyone on the 
streets to be housed. The effectiveness of these policies, though, has yet to be examined. 
Specifically, it is unknown whether overflow homeless shelters reduce mortality due to cold 
weather. Using policies, mortality, and historical temperature data, I investigated the effect 
of overflow homeless shelters on cold weather mortality rates.I wanted to research the 
economics of social safety nets, particularly homelessness policy. Since Code Blue policies 
provide good variation across state and time, I decided to use them to conduct my analysis.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Allison Dopazo
• Major: Gender Studies 
• Minor: Constitutional 

Studies
• Adviser: Pamela Butler

Gendering Cybercrime
I am studying the effectiveness of the U.S. criminal legal system’s response to online 
gender-based violence. Additionally, I am researching what the system may do to prevent 
these harms. I chose this topic after taking a Cybercrime and the Law course and learning 
of the thousands of individuals who are harassed or threatened online. Unfortunately, our 
criminal legal system does not do enough to get justice for these individuals, and I believe it 
could do more to prevent this injustice in the first place.

Received funding from the Genevieve D. Willis Endowment for Excellence in Gender Studies 
Summer Research Grant and the Boehnen Fund for Excellence in Gender Studies Summer 
Internship Grant.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Thomas Doran
• Major: Theology 
• Minors: Philosophy, Italian, 

and Catholic Social Tradition
• Adviser: Rev. Daniel Groody, 

C.S.C.

See, Judge, Act: Migration and Refugees in Theology
In my thesis, I tell migrant and refugee stories that I gathered in Omaha, Nebraska, at the 
U.S./Mexico Border, and from across Europe. I then correlate this flesh-and-blood data 
with Islamic, Jewish, and Christian scripture. Finally, I posit St. Francis and Pope Francis as 
models of action for today’s age of migration in order to promote the Church’s ultimate 
vision for the world as a “civilization of love” and “culture of life.” I chose this topic because 
this field of study has caused a spiritual transformation in me. Also, my last name, Doran, is 
an Irish surname meaning “exile, wanderer.” The topic feels somehow predestined.

Traveled to U.S./Mexico Border, Austria, and Italy with funding from the Nanovic Institute  
for European Studies, the Rome International Scholars program, and the Center for  
Ethics and Culture.
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2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jane Driano
• Major: Italian 
• Supplementary Major: Arts 

and Letters Pre-Health
• Adviser: Christian Moevs

Fabrizio de Andre: Music for the Marginalized
My thesis analyzes the work of cantautore Fabrizio de Andre. He weaves religious, 
political, and social justice themes into his music to address various inequalities in 20th-
century Italian society. Additionally, his lyrics are rife with literary references and devices 
to communicate a deeper message. The different layers combine to offer a complex, 
multifaceted voice on behalf of those marginalized in Italian society. After learning about 
Italian music in the course Exploring Italian Culture, I knew I wanted to continue my study of 
it. I decided to narrow my research to one cantautore.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Clare Driscoll
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Adviser: Jennifer Newsome 

Martin

Charles Péguy: The Poet of the In-Between
This thesis consists of a translation of Charles Péguy’s narrative poem “The Mystery of the 
Holy Innocents” from its original French and a critical commentary on the poet’s intellectual 
influence on Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker movement in the United States. Charles 
Péguy has a beautiful approach to theological writing. I was first introduced to his writing 
through his poem “The Portal of the Mystery of Hope” and was amazed at the simplicity 
with which he conveyed complex ideas. He was originally a political writer and did not 
begin writing poetry until the end of his life; the Personalism movement he influenced was 
important in the development of the ideology of the Catholic Worker.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Katherine Edler
• Major: Psychology 
• Minor: Poverty Studies
• Adviser: Kristin Valentino

Autobiographical Memory Specificity and Reminiscing in Maltreating and 
Nonmaltreating Mothers
Mother-child reminiscing conversations — discussions of past everyday experiences — 
are critical for fostering children’s socioemotional and cognitive development. Maternal 
reminiscing styles vary in terms of elaboration and sensitive guidance, but little is known 
regarding the processes underlying these individual differences. I investigated whether 
overgeneral memory, or difficulty recounting past specific autobiographical memories, was 
associated with elaboration and sensitive guidance in a sample of maltreating mothers. 
This is an exciting area of research because of its implications for translational science. If 
we can better understand how and why mothers reminisce the way they do, we can use this 
information to tailor intervention programs meant to improve maternal reminiscing and 
subsequently children’s developmental outcomes.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Victoria Erdel
• Major: Sociology (Honors)
• Minor: Teaching English 

to Speakers of Other 
Languages (TESOL)

• Kellogg International 
Scholar

• Adviser: Terence McDonnell

The Production and Publication Process of Social Media Content at an 
Anti-Trafficking Social Enterprise
My thesis examines the social media marketing practices of an anti-trafficking social 
enterprise that operates primarily in Asia and North America. With my research, I hope to 
better understand how those on the frontlines in the anti-trafficking field craft narratives 
of their work and what behind-the-scenes factors influence their abilities to craft these 
narratives. I have known since my freshman year that I wanted to research something 
related to human trafficking, and after completing a marketing and communications 
internship in Asia, I was able to return to complete my research there.

Traveled in East Asia and the U.S. with funding from the Flatley Center for Undergraduate 
Scholarly Engagement and the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Emma Erwin
• Major: American Studies 
• Adviser: Erika Doss

Historic Preservation in St. Joseph and Benton Harbor, Michigan
My analysis of historic preservation activity in St. Joseph and Benton Harbor, Michigan, 
reveals how social and economic inequity has been multiplied and codified by current 
practices. I argue that “fixing” historical preservation offers one path to addressing these 
inequities. I focus on the importance of community engagement and acknowledgement 
of historical hurts in bringing social and economic transformation to these twin cities. I 
am interested in the sociological and cultural implications of urban planning within and 
between marginalized communities. I am also curious about the potential capacity of 
urban planning to bring about social and economic healing in the 21st century. The project 
offered me an opportunity to engage with key concepts of American studies such as race, 
class, narrative creation, and the power of place and memory.

Traveled to St. Joseph and Benton Harbor, Michigan, with funding from the Undergraduate 
Research Opportunity Program.        



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Dominique Estes
• Major: Political Science 
• Minor: Constitutional 

Studies
• Adviser: Sotirios Barber

Principled Property Acquisition with John Locke: Proving that the Second 
Treatise on Government Supports Government Welfare Programs and the 
Administrative State

My thesis argues that John Locke’s theory of property has traditionally been interpreted 
incorrectly by conservatives as a defense of unlimited property acquisition. I argue that 
Locke’s conception of the right to property is actually consistent with the thought of 
progressive liberals like Woodrow Wilson and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and his work 
provides support for government welfare programs and the modern administrative state.  
I have maintained a firm belief in two ideas throughout my undergraduate career — natural 
rights and progressive economic policies. Because my professors have frequently implied 
that the two are incompatible, I wanted to resolve my own cognitive dissonance through 
this project.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Catherine Etchart
• Major: Economics 

(Concentration in Financial 
Economics and Econometrics)

• Supplementary Major: 
Applied and Computational 
Mathematics and Statistics

• Glynn Family Honors Program
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar 
• Adviser: Michael Pries

The Cost of Caring: Assessing the Performance of Socially Responsible 
Mutual Funds
As investments in socially responsible (SR) assets climb and firms pledge their support of 
SR funds in an effort to appeal to a millennial investor demographic, it becomes increasingly 
important for socially conscious investors to be informed of the potential risks and rewards.  
Using monthly panel data on U.S. open-end equity mutual fund returns, I examine whether 
there is a significant difference in performance between conventional and SR mutual 
funds. While one of the primary goals of investing is typically receiving maximum returns, I 
wanted to explore an avenue for promoting socially responsible behavior through finance 
and investing.  Consequently, I chose this topic to apply skills I learned in the financial 
economics and econometrics concentration toward developing a better understanding of 
the intersection between social responsibility and financial practice.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joseph Everett
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Peace Studies
• Adviser: Clark Power

Solidarity Through Sport: The Virtue of Play as Aiding the Manifestation of 
the Beloved Community
By exploring the philosophy of sport, we can discover and implement its potential to 
develop individual virtues like teamwork, fairness, and respect that consequently mold 
societal values such as justice, kinship, and solidarity. These are values that contribute 
to the manifestation of Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision of the “Beloved Community,” where 
relationships are rooted in loyalty, solidarity, and self-giving love. Ever since my dad handed 
me the sports section of the South Bend Tribune when I was 4 years old, my love of sports 
has never diminished. I wanted to combine the historical arc of our PLS seminar readings —
from Homer to King — with peace studies concepts, and this thesis places an appreciation 
of sport within the context of exploring how we aim to build our everyday community and 
help everyone to flourish.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Adrianna Fazio
• Majors: American Studies 

and Film, Television, and 
Theatre (FTT)

• Adviser: Jason Ruiz

Katie Couric’s Career and Shifting Perceptions of Femininity in  
Broadcast Journalism
My thesis looks at the changing roles, expectations, and responsibilities of a modern-day 
journalist, specifically at the impact Katie Couric, longtime Today Show and CBS Evening 
News anchor, has made. I argue that Couric shifted public perceptions of journalism to prove 
that femininity is not at odds with credibility. As a lifelong Today Show fan, I have always 
considered Couric a role model, and my exposure to her on television ultimately influenced 
my own career aspirations. I knew that if she directly impacted me, her career likely has 
made larger impacts as well. While conducting research in New York, I was able to connect 
with Couric and sat down with her to talk about her career. This experience was invaluable 
and largely shaped my argument. In addition, I met with professionals at NBCUniversal to 
hear about Couric’s impact on Today and their experiences as women in the industry.

Traveled to New York City with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.  



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Marie Fazio
• Majors: American Studies 

and English
• Adviser: Jason Ruiz

Painting a Protest: Gentrification and Latino Muralism in Pilsen, Chicago
Pilsen has historically been a port-of-entry neighborhood for different groups of 
immigrants. Most recently, Mexican-Americans transformed the area into the working-
class barrio it is today, a shift visible through wall murals. My thesis explores how Pilsen 
grapples with its identity as a historic barrio, in the midst of a gentrification that threatens 
to displace lower-income residents, and explores the contentious relationship between 
Latino muralism, authenticity, and identity in a changing urban environment. Gentrification 
affects nearly every major city worldwide, displacing residents who can no longer afford 
to live in their neighborhoods. As coffee shops replace taquerias, the census reports that 
Pilsen lost 10,000 Latino residents between 2000 and 2010 — making it a vital area to 
study in terms of cultural history, urban development, and the politics of belonging.

Traveled to Chicago with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Margaret Feighery
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Peace Studies
• Adviser: Tarek Dika

An Examination of the Proof of the Corporeal World in Descartes’ 
Meditations on First Philosophy
I looked into the details of the proof of the corporeal world in Descartes’ Sixth Meditation. 
Historically a confusing and controversial proof, my thesis seeks to determine what 
concepts presented in the proof might be considered inconsistent within the logical 
structure of the work as a whole. I loved reading the Meditations for my PLS seminar but 
felt unsatisfied with the Sixth Meditation. I discovered that this is a common sentiment, but 
found that the scholarship on the matter did not help me accept the proof, nor did it help 
me understand why I felt it inadequate. So, I decided to try to find out for myself.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sabina Fernandez
• Major: English
• Minor: Sociology
• Advisers: Romana Huk and 

Erika Summers-Effler

Constructing Prufrock: Reading T. S. Eliot through G. H. Mead
For my thesis, I read T. S. Eliot’s poem “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” through the lens 
of George Herbert Mead’s social psychology. My primary purpose was to contribute to the 
current critical discussion on the social nature of selfhood in “Prufrock” by using Mead’s 
thought to illuminate the social construction of Prufrock’s self. My research interests lie 
within the intersection of my major and minor, especially where this intersection leads to 
knowledge about the process of identity construction and the relationship between the 
individual and society. This topic allowed me to explore connections between poetry and 
social theory, which I found exciting and rewarding.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Louis Filipiak
• Majors: English and  

Science-Business
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Matthew Wilkens

Converging Values: Infinite Jest, The Great Divorce, and Service and the 
New Sincerity
My thesis explores the apparent relationship between two seemingly unrelated works — 
David Foster Wallace’s Infinite Jest and C.S. Lewis’s The Great Divorce. Specifically, I argued 
that Wallace’s establishment of the virtues common to the “New Sincerity” movement 
in literature could see their natural end in Lewis’s concept of the vitality of service to a 
satisfying existence. I coincidentally read the two works back-to-back and believed them 
to be extremely similar in some regard. This thesis allowed me to explore the idea in a more 
concrete manner.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Rachel Fisher
• Major: Anthropology 
• Minor: Studio Art
• Adviser: Eric Haanstad

Alternate American Girls
The American Girl Company creates doll characters that appeal to the wealthy mother of 
young girls, making all the historical doll characters revolve around materialism, privilege, 
and simple models of girlhood. In this project, I strive to create my own doll characters  
that challenge the traditional mold of American Girl dolls by exploring alternate 
interpretations of patriotism, girlhood, diversity, and quality of life. I am a doll collector 
and have always enjoyed creating stories and scenery for my dolls. As an adult, I started to 
become frustrated with the company’s lack of representation in their products and wanted 
to use my studio art background to explore possiblities in expanding the narratives told 
through a doll.

Received funding from the Department of Anthropology.
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Mark Florig
• Majors: Theology, Greek 

and Roman Civilization, and 
Medieval Studies

• Adviser: Maxwell Johnson

English Catholicism Reborn: A Theology of the Ordinariates Created by 
Anglicanorum Coetibus
The Ordinariates created by Anglicanorum Coetibus represent the fulfillment of the Oxford 
Movement’s goals to recover the Catholic doctrine and spirit within Anglican thought and 
practice. The Ordinariates fulfill the goals of engaging the people with the sacraments of 
the Church in a manner adapted to the English cultural and theological tradition, creating 
a way for Anglicans to return to communion with the Catholic Church while retaining 
their heritage. I chose this topic because these Ordinariates represent one of the most 
significant developments in Catholic liturgy and ecclesiology since the Second Vatican 
Council. However, there are not many major studies about their character, something I hope 
to help remedy.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Hayley Flynn
• Major: English
• Adviser: Joyelle McSweeney

A Legend of Robin Hood
My thesis is a retelling of the Robin Hood legend, in which Robin is a woman.  Rather than 
focusing on the adventures of the outlaws, the screenplay contrasts the “typical” lifestyle 
of those who live within the law and those who reject it. I took a class on fairy tales that 
piqued my interest in the stories we choose to retell again and again. In particular, I find 
it fascinating how the details of these stories are changed over time to reflect shifts in 
cultural values and ideas. In all my research, I couldn’t find a version of the Robin Hood 
legend in which Robin is female and is not forced to disguise the fact.

Received funding during a semester abroad to travel to Nottingham, England.
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Cole Folwell
• Major: Political Science
• Minor: Business Economics
• Adviser: Susan Rosato

Chicago’s Public Pension Crisis: Exploring Political Decision-Making and 
Externalities Associated With Pension Underfunding
Many cities and states in America are struggling to fund their public pension plans. The 
origins of public pension underfunding can be traced back decades. My thesis focuses on 
the city of Chicago’s public pensions and investigates the political decision-making around 
pensions as well as the externalities associated with pension underfunding. This project 
combines my interest in financial markets, politics, and law. I have been following the issue 
for several years and wanted to explore Chicago’s public pensions more in depth.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Lauren Fox
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Journalism, Ethics, 

and Democracy
• Adviser: Stephen Fallon

Milton’s Ovidian Pursuit in Paradise Lost
In my thesis, I argue that John Milton labels Ovidian pursuit as immoral by having the evil 
characters in his poem Paradise Lost pursue in this fashion. Ovidian pursuit, which I have 
defined through examination of the stories in Ovid’s Metamorphoses, includes deception, 
transformation, and rape. Adam’s pursuit of Eve, on the other hand, is the inverse of Ovidian 
pursuit and Milton’s example of a moral pursuit. Paradise Lost and Metamorphoses were 
two of my favorite texts I read in PLS, and I wanted to explore the beauty of their poetry 
in fuller detail. Pursuit jumps out as an obvious theme in Metamorphoses. What originally 
intrigued me most about Paradise Lost was Death’s pursuit of his mother Sin. Thus, I 
decided to expand my examination of pursuit in Paradise Lost and compare it to Ovid.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Mary Freeman
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Adviser: Andrew  

Radde-Gallwitz

Friendship Love’s Evolution from the Classical Period to the Post-New 
Testament Era
Fundamental aspects of the definition of love of friends have evolved since the Classical 
Era. My thesis explores how the New Testament acted as a catalyst of this evolution and  
the tensions created by the change. I chose this topic because I believe that love of friends 
is one of the things that makes life worth living, and I wanted to become more  
knowledgable on this topic.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Nick Gabriele
• Major: Economics 
• Supplementary Major: 

Spanish
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Eric Sims

The Democrat-Republican Gap at the National and State Levels
It is established that the U.S. economy has performed better under Democratic presidents 
than Republican ones. In my paper, I explore different specifications of this model for 
the “D-R gap” and also extend the purview to the state level to see whether a similar 
phenomenon occurs under governors of particular parties. 

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Theresa Gallagher
• Majors: History and 

Theology
• Adviser: John McGreevy

Do the Angels in Heaven Speak Portuguese?: The Role of Portuguese 
Culture in Portuguese Catholic Schools, 1910-1970
I’m exploring how Portuguese-Americans understood the place of Portuguese culture, and 
particularly language, in their parochial schools. I argue that the earlier schools adopted a 
“culturally embedded” model, in which the preservation of Portuguese language and culture 
was a way of strengthening the school’s Catholic identity. Over time, cultural preservation 
was de-linked from Catholic identity and was simply for the sake of celebrating one’s roots. 
I’m from an area that is home to a large Portuguese population, and I wanted to learn more 
about their collective history. I also have an appreciation for Catholic education which flows 
from my time in a Catholic high school. Researching Portuguese Catholic schools was a 
wonderful way to combine my interests.

Traveled to Rhode Island and Massachusetts with funding from the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Mateo Garcia-Novelli
• Majors: Economics and 

Political Science 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Kirsten Cornelson

Skin Tone, Wages, and Education: Why Differences Between Hispanic-
Americans Lead to Different Labor Market Outcomes
I analyzed whether Hispanic-Americans with darker skin tones receive different wages 
than their lighter-skinned peers. I found that darker skin tone does not predict lower wages 
once employed — in fact, it may predict higher wages. However, darker skin tone does 
predict lower levels of education, so efforts to minimize the effects of skin tone should be 
concentrated in early childhood and teenage years. As a white Hispanic-American, I rarely 
feel discriminated against or profiled. Therefore, I have always been interested in the drivers 
of discrimination — are darker-skinned Hispanic-Americans treated differently than their 
lighter-skinned counterparts? After a particularly fascinating Labor Economics class on 
discrimination theory while I was studying abroad at Oxford last year, I realized I could turn 
this interest into an area of study.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Grace Garvey
• Major: Anthropology 
• Minors: Peace Studies and 

Hesburgh Program in Public 
Service

• Glynn Family Honors 
Program

• Advisers: Korey Garibaldi 
and Eric Haanstad

Midtown Global Market as a Microcosm of Immigrant Integration  
in Minnesota
My thesis examines the Midtown Global Market, a vibrant, multicultural, indoor public 
market as a space of integration in Minneapolis. I examine the history of immigration to 
Minnesota and previous integration attempts in the state, and I connect the shift in post-
1990s immigration to Minnesota with this broader context. The Midtown Global Market is 
representative of this shift and attempts at integration. I chose this topic because I grew 
up working in the neighborhoods where the market was located, and I always noticed there 
was something important happening in this space. I am very interested in integration and 
the connections between community, policy, and lived experience, and I hope to work with 
immigrants in Minnesota in my career.

Traveled to Minneapolis, Minnesota, with funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Noelle Gasper
• Major: American Studies 
• Minors: Education, 

Schooling, and Society (ESS) 
and Science, Technology, 
and Values (STV)

• Adviser: Erika Doss

Commemoration or Controversy? Defining America in the U.S. Capitol’s 
National Statuary Hall
My thesis explores how states’ rights, spacing and placing, and public discourse interact 
in the National Statuary Hall collection. I argue that these elements allow the Capitol to 
create a narrative of superficial diversity, a narrative that does not reconcile the inclusion 
of almost a dozen Confederate statues. Since the 2017 Charlottesville protests brought 
the issue of Confederate statue removal to national attention, I was shocked when I visited 
the Capitol and heard nothing about the racist and colonialist statues inside. I wanted to 
examine what the presence of these problematic statues tells us about American values, 
while also offering my own solutions to this problem.

Traveled to Washington, D.C., with funding from the Undergraduate Research  
Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joseph Geenen
• Majors: Economics and 

Sociology 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Kevin Christiano

The Evolution of Amateurism in College Athletics and the Fight for 
Student-Athlete Compensation
My thesis details how the concept of amateurism has evolved by highlighting its usage in 
college athletics by the National Collegiate Athletic Association. I also examine how this 
definition has ignited the fight for athlete compensation in college athletics. I have worked 
with the Notre Dame football team since my freshmen year, gaining an interesting insight 
into the world of revenue-generating college athletics. I also have a particular interest in 
labor and employment law, which intersects with this passion for athletics in the growing 
discussion of student-athlete compensation.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Annelise Gill-Wiehl
• Major: Environmental 

Engineering 
• Minor: International 

Development Studies
• Kellogg International 

Scholar
• Adviser: Sara Sievers

Pilot of Community Technology Workers in Shirati, Tanzania
For my international development capstone project, I conducted a pilot feasibility study to 
investigate the possible role for a trained local expert, a community technology worker, to 
assist families in rural Tanzania to adopt the gas stove and transition away from firewood 
and charcoal for cooking. After conducting more than 200 surveys in Shirati, Tanzania, the 
previous summer, I realized that cooking fuel was the most pertinent energy topic for rural 
families. Those surveys revealed that the households wanted to adopt gas, but did not have 
the educational or maintenance support to successfully transition. This led me to explore 
the feasibility of training a local expert to support families and facilitate this transition.

Traveled to Shirati, Tanzania, with funding from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Luke Golichowski
• Major: International 

Economics (Spanish) 
• Minor: Computing and 

Digital Technologies
• Advisers: Forrest Spence 

and Daniel Hungerman

The Decriminalizaion of Drugs in Portugal: Was it Successful?
Portugal decriminalized all drugs in 2001, as the only European Union state to explicitly do 
so. My research seeks to estimate the effects of such a policy and evaluate its outcomes. 
Using data from Portgual, Spain, and France spanning the last 30 years, I determine how 
this policy impacts alcohol consumption and vehicular accidents. I chose the topic of drug 
decriminalizaion because Portugal’s 2001 policy change was drastic, and I wanted to find 
out its effects on the country. Drug policy is a current, controversial topic, especially in the 
United States where the overdose death rate is the highest of any nation.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Nicholas Grandpre
• Major: Political Science 
• Minor: Business Economics
• Certificate in International 

Security Studies
• Adviser: Eugene Gholz

The Credibility of Great Power Retrenchment
My thesis evaluates the end of alliances in international politics, where there are many 
“patron-client” relationships. I studied how a client-state responds when its patron-state, 
usually a great power, withdraws either a portion of its deployed forces or the entirety 
of its promise to act as the client-state’s security guarantor. I chose this topic because 
I wanted to study the implications of a U.S. military withdrawal from East Asia. Recently, 
there has been a renewed debate in international relations literature and the foreign 
policy community about what role alliances ought to play in American foreign policy. How 
our current allies in East Asia would likely respond to a U.S. withdrawal has important 
implications for the viability of restraint as a grand strategy.

Traveled to London with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Alexis Green
• Major: Anthropology 
• Supplementary Major: Arts 

and Letters Pre-Health
• Minor: Poverty Studies
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar
• Adviser: Heidi Beidinger

A Phenomenological Study of Women’s Experiences of Fetal and Infant 
Mortality in St. Joseph County, Indiana
My poverty studies capstone project involved interviewing 10 women about their personal 
fetal or infant loss in an effort to better understand the factors that impact how women 
experience such loss. The purpose of my project was to humanize the quantitative data 
surrounding fetal and infant mortality by examining themes in women’s experiences of the 
common phenomenon. There is a lack of focus on fetal and infant mortality research and 
intervention on women’s lives leading up to and following their loss. Ultimately, I hope that 
this narrative approach will help health care professionals better understand their patients 
who experience fetal or infant loss and guide policy toward a more robust concern for 
mothers.

Received funding from the Eck Institute for Global Health.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Bennett Grefenstette
• Major: Economics 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Eric Sims

The Federal Reserve and the Financial Crisis
My thesis is a qualitative examination of the Federal Reserve’s Federal Open Market 
Committee meeting minutes and ex-chairman Ben Bernanke’s memoir, A Courage to Act, 
in order to analyze the Federal Reserve’s real-time understanding of the financial crisis. 
The ultimate question I asked is whether the Federal Reserve failed in their response 
as they did during the Great Depression. Economic crises are the reason that I became 
an economics major. In my opinion, understanding destructive recessionary cycles and 
avoiding them is the most practical reason for the existence of the field. Economics should 
inform not just policy that increases efficiency, but that stops the kind of financial ruin we 
saw in the Great Depression.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Marissa Griffith
• Major: Theology 
• Minors: Business Economics 

and Sociology
• Adviser: Todd Walatka

St. Oscar Romero and Evangelization
St. Oscar Romero was the archbishop of El Salvador from 1977 until his martyrdom in 1980. 
In these years preceding the Salvadoran civil war, his preaching on apostolic exhortation 
Evangelii Nuntiandi shed light on the Church’s mission in the midst of suffering. Romero 
calls all people to be inspired by faith and motivated by love to lay down their lives for 
the poor. Because of my experience on mission trips in high school and with international 
service through the University, I am very interested in the Church’s role in serving both 
the material and spiritual needs of the poor. Romero’s vision of evangelization as “integral 
liberation” is a witness of serving the whole person, body and soul.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Moira Griffith
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Adviser: Joseph Rosenberg

An Exploration of Self and Linguistic Boundaries of Self-Expression
My thesis explores questions such as what is the self? How do we express the self to 
others? How does language facilitate or hinder the expression of our most radically interior 
experiences? To answer these questions, I analyze one of Emily Dickinson’s poems and 
one of Samuel Beckett’s short stories to show how they grapple with this phenomenon of 
self-estrangement and the linguistic realm we are forced to work in as humans. I chose this 
topic because I am fascinated by how humans, particularly writers, express themselves 
through language. I wanted to reveal the the inherent downfalls of language but also its 
incredible beauty and power to connect us with one another.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

John Grogan
• Major: Political Science  
• Minor: Philosophy
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar 
• Adviser: Geoffrey Layman

The Rise of the ‘Nones’ in the U.S. Catholic Church: Political Causes  
and Consequences
My project aims to provide a greater understanding of the factors that lead people to leave 
Catholicism, with a particular emphasis on political factors. Existing research indicates that 
political differences with one’s church can lead to an increased likelihood of disassociating 
with that church. I tested this theory through online surveys that focus on individuals 
described as “ex-Catholics.” I have always been interested in the intersection between 
religion and politics. It has been widely thought that religion influences political beliefs, but 
new research indicates that politics can also influence religious identification. I think this 
reality is an unfortunate consequence of our highly polarized society, and I wanted to see 
just how salient politics had become in driving people away from the Church.

Received funding from the Rooney Center for the Study of American Democracy.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Mark Hardy
• Major: Psychology 
• Minors: Business Economics 

and Computing and Digital 
Technologies

• Adviser: Anre Venter

Psychedelic Drugs as a Potential Antidote to Terror Management 
Aggression
I looked at the potential impact of using psychedelic drugs in controlled settings as a 
means to diffuse the anxiety and aggression felt towards outgroup members that arise as 
a result of terror management theory. I am interested in differences of belief and opinion, 
and the aggression that arises from terror management theory towards those whose 
beliefs and ideas are different than our own. I was also intrigued by the re-emergence of 
psychedelic drugs as a field of medical, psychological, and spiritual study and the potential 
of psychedelic drugs to alleviate the feelings of anxiety and aggression.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Marcus Haworth
• Major: Joint Major in 

Philosophy and Theology
• Minors: Africana Studies and 

Medieval Studies
• Advisers: Alexander Jech 

and Todd Whitmore

The Cry of a Million Voices: Catholic Ecclesiology, the Social Imagination, 
and the 1994 Genocide Against the Tutsi in Rwanda
I argue that the Rwandan Catholic Church succumbed to an ecclesiological fallacy prior to 
and during the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi by conforming to the social imagination of 
18th- and 19th-century European colonialism. In light of this tragedy, I consider how the 
Catholic Church in Rwanda can ecclesiologically re-imagine itself. In spring 2019, I had the 
opportunity to study abroad in Rwanda in a post-genocide restoration and peacebuilding 
program. While there, I conducted independent research on the Church’s missiological 
practices. My thesis looks at this research through a post-colonial, ecclesiological lens, 
offering a means by which the Catholic Church in Rwanda can reorient itself.

Traveled to Rwanda.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Lauren Hebig
• Major: Design 

(Concentration in Visual 
Communication Design)

• Minor: Business Economics
• Adviser: Neeta Verma

Nourri: Reducing Food Waste by Staying Nourished
After studying user-experience design and household food waste, I decided to create a 
smartphone application that helps itemize a household’s pantry. The app, called Nourri, also 
sends notifications to remind people to use their food before it goes bad. Through Nourri, 
I hope to eliminate household food waste by helping organize a household’s pantry and by 
reducing confusion on the food date labeling system. I was inspired by my time studying 
abroad in Angers, France, where I lived with a host family. Through this experience, I learned 
about the French culture and how they appreciate where food comes from and never waste 
any food — everything is always used or eaten.

Traveled to London with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Evelyn Heck
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Adviser: Thomas Stapleford

Pedagogy and Progress/History, Epistemology, and Scientific Teaching
I challenge the assumption that science develops in a linear and cumulative manner by 
examining the nature of scientific revolutions. The study of such revolutions, however, 
is peculiarly absent from professional scientific training — how might studying the 
discipline’s historical development enhance knowledge acquisition and progress within the 
field? I analyze the limitations of specialized science pedagogy and discuss new possible 
ways that science can be taught, learned, and practiced. I was inspired by my first Program 
of Liberal Studies science course. When we studied the nature of scientific revolutions, I was 
fascinated to learn how new discoveries could cast doubt on what was previously held to 
be true and lead to the reconstruction of norms within a field. I wanted to learn more about 
the phenomenon of intellectual revolutions/paradigm shifts. Writing my senior thesis was 
a fulfilling learning experience. I learned so much about the topic and how to conduct a 
productive research project.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Matthew Heeder
• Majors: Spanish and 

Mathematics 
• Adviser: Juan Vitulli

Unión inesperada: el vínculo entre lo místico, literario y teológico en la 
poesía teresiana
I examine the connections between mysticism, literature, and theology in the poetry of 
Saint Teresa of Ávila. Most known historically as a reformer of the Carmelite order and 
theologically and literarily as the author of prosaic spiritual masterpieces, her poetry is 
often underappreciated. I situate the saint’s verse within the context of Spanish mysticism 
and demonstrate why her poetry deserves to be counted among that of the most famous 
Spanish poets. While abroad in Toledo, I first seriously encountered Spanish mysticism 
and read and wrote on Saint John of the Cross. I was instantly enamored and eager to 
deepen my understanding. What most fascinates and challenges me is how mystical poetry 
achieves the heights of literature while communicating the depths of ineffable theological 
realities. I am sincerely grateful to my adviser, Juan Vitulli, without whom I never would have 
progressed past the stage of wondering how to study Teresa of Ávila’s poetry and would 
have stalled many times in the process.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Alec Helmke
• Major: History 
• Supplementary Major: Arts 

and Letters Pre-Health
• Minor: Latino Studies
• Adviser: Christopher Hamlin

Pharmacy on the Front: Examining Allied Antimalarial Research During 
World War II
My thesis discusses the malaria crisis that struck U.S. forces in the South Pacific during the 
early years of World War II and examines the work done by American researchers to develop 
atabrine dosage schedules to make the drug an effective prophylactic for U.S. forces. I 
wanted to choose a topic that combined my passions for history and science. By discussing 
wartime history and military medicine, I was able to incorporate my academic pursuits into 
my thesis, making the research far more exciting and worthwhile.

Traveled to Washington, D.C., with funding from the Undergraduate Research  
Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Shannon Hennessey
• Majors: American Studies 

and History 
• Minor: Chinese
• Adviser: Rebecca McKenna

To Have and To Hold: How Interracial Marriage Affected Hawaiian Statehood
The 1959 incorporation of Hawaii into the U.S. as the 50th state was far from a purely 
benevolent or militarily strategic maneuver. Using cultural texts, I suggest that Hawaiian 
statehood was a gendered and racialized extension of a colonial project. Using depictions 
of nonwhite women as objects of desire, potential wives, and future mothers of a multiracial 
society, statehood advocates promoted a sentimental rather than imperialistic — and thus 
more inviting — narrative to justify the occupation of Hawaii. Born and raised in Hawaii, I am 
a proud product of generations of interracial marriages. I knew racial issues were different 
in the continental U.S., but I did not know to what extent until I learned about the history of 
anti-miscegenation laws. If interracial marriage was not legalized until 1967, how did Hawaii, 
where nearly a third of marriages were interracial, become a state in 1959? The answer was 
not only complicated but also deeply fulfilling to study.

Traveled to Hawaii and Washington, D.C., with funding from the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Mary Grace Henry
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Peace Studies
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar
• Adviser: Jennifer Newsome 

Martin

Illustrating Dante: Sandow Birk and the Critical Representation of 
Immanent Space in The Divine Comedy
My thesis is about modern artist Sandow Birk’s adaptation of Dante’s Divine Comedy. 
Birk situates Inferno in Los Angeles, Purgatorio in San Francisco, and Paradiso in New 
York. Placing Dante’s poem in a contemporary, American context, Birk advocates for an 
immanentized and religiously plural reading of it. I studied Dante’s Divine Comedy in my 
third Program of Liberal Studies seminar and fell in love with the text. Dante’s words evoke 
such vivid imagery that I was interested to explore how artists interpreted his work. Birk’s 
work, in particular, caught my attention due to his radical redesign of the landscape. 

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Laura Hernandez
• Major: Sociology
• Minor: International 

Development Studies
• Adviser: Tamara Kay

Inequalities and Insurance: Using Project ECHO to Capture the Relationship 
Between National Coverage and Health Disparities in Uruguay and the 
United States

To understand how Project ECHO captures the relationship between health inequalities and 
health insurance, I conducted a comparative analysis between two high-income countries with 
varied levels of healthcare coverage — Uruguay and the United States. I argue that countries 
that fragmented coverage, such as the United States, experience considerable difficulties 
when tackling the issue of health care inequities and often have to turn outside of the formal 
health care system to do so. Further, countries that have universal health coverage, like 
Uruguay, have far less pronounced inequalities and can use Project ECHO to address health 
within the framework of the existing health care system. 

Traveled to Uruguay with funding from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies and the 
Eisch Endowment for Excellence.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Ruby Hollinger
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior
• Minor: Studio Art
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Dominic Vachon

Analysis of the Art of Medicine
The purpose of my thesis is to identify characteristics of exemplary physicians through the 
analysis of several interviews, in order to find teachable skills and, ultimately, to educate 
better doctors. I chose this topic because, as a hopeful future physician, I am interested in 
what makes the best doctors the best — and how these qualities can be taught to make 
doctors in general better.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Tobias Hoonhout
• Majors: Program of Liberal 

Studies and Economics
• Minor: Constitutional 

Studies
• Adviser: Steve Fallon

‘Pantomime, Passion, Poison’: 150 Years of Scottish Tribalism Epitomized 
in the Old Firm
My project centers around a historical analysis of the Old Firm — a soccer rivalry in 
Glasgow, Scotland, that has espoused competing religious, political, and cultural identities 
built around two respective clubs, Celtic F.C. and Rangers F.C.  Ultimately, I focus on the 
recent controversy surrounding Scottish legislation passed to proscribe against supporter 
songs as proof that the origins of the animosity are still prevalent today. As someone 
interested in the intersections of culture, religion, and sport, the Old Firm is the perfect 
microcosm to explore larger questions of tribalism and identity. I was also lucky enough 
to have the opportunity to travel to Glasgow to do hands-on research, which as a budding 
journalist was something I definitely wanted to incorporate into my project.

Traveled to Glasgow, Scotland, with funding from the Center for Ethics and Culture and the  
Program of Liberal Studies Neus Family Senior Thesis Grant.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Anne Horcher
• Major: English
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Yasmin 

Solomonescu

Catholicism and the Problem of Redemption in Coleridge’s ‘Christabel’ 
and ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’
I examined the Catholic setting of two of Coleridge’s longer and more theologically 
complicated poems, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” and “Christabel.” In these works, 
Coleridge explores the traditional Christian understanding of redemption, which is 
complicated due to his conflicted thoughts about redemption and his return to Anglicanism 
after writing the poems. I became aware of Coleridge’s use of Catholic imagery in a paper 
that I wrote my sophomore year, and I wanted to explore it further. When I realized that 
much of Coleridge’s religious prose focused his conflicted religious views, I realized that I 
could use that as a framework to explore the Catholic setting of the poems.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Zachary Huber
• Majors: Program of Liberal 

Studies and Physics 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Tim Machan

J.R.R. Tolkien and Medievalism: Performance and Portrayal
My thesis considers the relationship of Tolkien’s work, particularly The Lord of the Rings, to 
medievalism — a way of thinking about the medieval world by post-medieval people that 
is either influenced by or deliberately trying to evoke the medieval for some philosophical, 
aesthetic, or political purpose. After examining how Tolkien’s own work constitutes a 
medievalism, I explore how Tolkien portrays his characters as creators of medievalisms to 
drive his narrative. This project grew out of a series of reading groups I did with students 
in the Medieval Institute and my coursework while studying abroad at the University of 
St. Andrews. It allowed me to combine my interest in Tolkien with my interest in medieval 
literature and language in a unique way.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Juliana Ison
• Major: Psychology
• Supplementary Major: 

Spanish
• Adviser: Darcia Narvaez

The Relationship of Worldview and Multiculturalism with Civic Narcissism
We tested the relations among childhood and adulthood worldviews in predicting civic 
narcissism, a measure of egoism for one’s own country. This work aims to add to existing 
literature by helping us understand more about the onset of an extreme political attitude  
so that work can be done to then mollify its expression and effects. I chose the topic 
because it is both relevant and important to the current political climate. Expanding 
research in this area will help us better understand one facet of the motivation for the 
current political hostility we are seeing, which will then help us to best mitigate this type of 
response in the future.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Ann Iverson
• Major: Biological Sciences 
• Minor: Science, Technology, 

and Values (STV)
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Russell Faeges

The Biopsychosocial Model in American and Canadian Medical Education
The biopsychosocial model of health care expands our understanding of health beyond 
biomedical causes to psychological and sociological causes as well. In my thesis, I 
developed a scoring scale for medical schools’ curricula and mission statements to 
determine their degree of biopsychosocial model adoption. I found that while some schools 
have certainly adopted it, many schools still operate under the older biomedical model. I 
first became interested in this topic when I took a class on the sociology of health care. 
The idea of a more holistic approach to health appealed to me, and I wanted to see if such a 
model was currently dominant in medical education.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Bailey Jaeger
• Majors: Sociology (Honors) 

and Neuroscience and 
Behavior 

• Adviser: Abigail Ocobock

Liberalization of Thought in Ireland, as Demonstrated by Issues of 
Reproductive Rights
I interviewed 20 young Irish women in Dublin during summer 2018 to learn about their 
experiences with sex education, contraception, and if applicable, abortion. Conversations 
about sex have been normalized within peer groups, media, and politics, but it remains 
an uncomfortable topic in families, educational and medical institutions, and the Catholic 
Church. My thesis argues that Ireland has progressed toward liberalization significantly 
over the last few decades, but several barriers remain. In fall 2017, I took a class called 
Reproductive Health & Policy at Trinity College Dublin. I was fascinated by the topic and by 
the issues the Irish students in the class were raising. I decided to write a thesis because I 
wanted to learn more about women’s experiences in Ireland.

Traveled to Dublin, Ireland, with funding from the Eisch Endowment for Excellence.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Elizabeth Jakubowski
• Major: Sociology 
• Supplementary Major: Arts 

and Letters Pre-Health
• Adviser: David Hachen

Seeking Support from Social Media: YouTube as a Forum for Mental Illness
My thesis focuses on videos uploaded to YouTube on mental health topics. I coded three 
categories of videos about mental health as well as their comments to see what types of 
discussions are occurring in response. My goal was to determine the reasons for uploading 
these videos and whether the posters met their original goals. This project has given me 
insight into the ways individuals share stories and information on stigmatizing topics that 
they may not want to discuss with those close to them. As I plan to attend medical school 
next year, this project has demonstrated ways my future patients might seek guidance 
outside of the confines of the medical system and how I can better support them.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Helena James
• Major: Business Analytics 
• Minor: Hesburgh Program in 

Public Service
• Adviser: Patrick Thomas

Earned Income Tax Credit
My research helps uncover the ways in which the Federal Earned Income Tax Credit and the 
Child Tax Credit have helped reduce poverty in the United States. Additionally, it provides 
ways the tax credits can be improved. In my Introduction to Public Policy course, I did 
research on this topic and found it to be bipartisan. I realized quickly that many policies in 
America do not reflect this trait. I wanted to focus my research more on something many 
people can agree on.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jarek Jankowski
• Majors: Philosophy and 

Program of Liberal Studies 
• Minor: Theology
• Adviser: Jeff Speaks

God For Us, Good For Us: A Geachian Account of Divine Goodness
Inspired by Peter Geach’s views on the uses of the word “good,” but reconditioned in light of 
critiques by later thinkers, my thesis defends an attributive theory of goodness and applies 
it to God in a manner consistent with both reason and the Christian tradition. This topic lies 
at the bridge between fields — philosophy and theology, historical work and contemporary 
research, constructive theorizing and deconstructive critique, and more. Our language 
about God is so important, yet we use it so imprecisely. I hoped this thesis would help clarify 
religious language for me and for others.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Vicky Jiang
• Major: Economics 

(Concentration in 
Financial Economics and 
Econometrics)

• Supplementary Major: 
Applied and Computational 
Mathematics and Statistics

• Adviser: Michele  
Muller-Itten

Effectiveness of Procrastination Prevention Mechanism: Accountability Partner
I examined whether assigning an accountability partner is useful in improving students’ 
working patterns by reducing their procrastination. We performed quantitative analysis on 
data collected from our experiment in an undergraduate economics class, then analyzed 
shortcomings of the method from theoretical and practical perspectives. We also studied 
students’ working patterns and attitudes to understand the underlying reasons for 
academic procrastination. I am interested in studying human behavior, and procrastination 
is an important topic in behavioral economics. More importantly, learning the bad outcome 
of procrastination and possible self-control methods to minimize it brings practical value. If 
the method is found to be effective, it could be implemented by schools.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Colleen Johnston
• Major: Psychology 
• Minor: Theology
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Laura Miller-Graff

The Effects of Resources on Breastfeeding Outcomes in Working Mothers
My thesis aims to assess how effective prenatal and postnatal resources are at promoting 
breastfeeding duration in working mothers. Additionally, I seek to identify the types of 
resources that have the greatest impact on breastfeeding outcomes. I have worked in the 
BRAVE (Building Resilience After Violence Exposure) Research Lab with Laura Miller-Graff 
for almost three years and have developed an interest in resource access for women during 
pregnancy and in the early years of motherhood. Additionally, I will be pursuing a career 
in perinatal social work after graduation, and I am passionate about helping mothers and 
infants have the best possible resources for healthy development.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Roslyn Joseph
• Major: Science-Business
• Minor: Poverty Studies
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Danielle Wood

Developing a Dental Exchange Program Logic Model
Dr. Angie’s Dental Health Exchange is a local nonprofit where dental professionals donate 
their services to underserved populations who then agree to perform community service. 
In collaboration with the organization, I mapped a logic model to better understand 
their situation, their goals, the resources they need, the pathways they may follow, and 
other factors that aid or inhibit their cause. I chose this topic because it combines my 
passions for dentistry and community engagement. I hope to provide a tool that will aid in 
program development and evaluation for Dr. Angie’s Dental Health Exchange and for other 
organizations that aim to follow and expand their mission.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Prathm Juneja
• Majors: Political Science and 

Computer Science 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: David Campbell

Interstate Voter Registration Crosscheck Program and its Impact on 
Voter Turnout
The procedures of voter roll maintenance for states have changed drastically over the 
past two decades. States are now collaborating on registration and roll maintenance 
through various agreements, most notably through Crosscheck. In my thesis, I study 
whether Crosscheck use in a given state affects voter turnout rates, and if so, in which 
demographics. Despite membership from 28 states, limited academic work has been 
done on Crosscheck and its impact on elections. In fact, only one scholarly piece exists on 
the Crosscheck program itself, and it focuses solely on its algorithmic failures and false-
positive rate. Given that Crosscheck plays a fairly large role in many states’ voting policies, I 
hope my thesis is a meaningful contribution to the academic and public policy worlds.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Teresa Kaza
• Majors: Philosophy and 

Biological Sciences
• Adviser: Meghan Sullivan

Catholic Feminism
Can there be such a thing as Catholic feminism? In my thesis, I focused in particular on 
access to birth control, which is a relevant, contemporary issue where feminism and 
Catholicism appear to be opposed. I evaluated whether an account can be given where 
Catholicism and feminism are reconciled. I identify as a Catholic feminist. However, I often 
struggle to find individuals among either Catholics or feminists who support the view that 
this identification is possible. Many of my Catholic friends refuse to identify as feminists 
and reject feminist causes because of the perceived incompatibility between Catholicism 
and feminism.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Colleen Keegan
• Majors: Economics and 

Political Science
• Adviser: Andrew Gould

Europhiles in the Emerald Isle: EU Sentiment in Post-Crisis Ireland, 2008-2019
As Ireland experienced the most severe economic downturn of any of the 36 Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development member-states, populist ideology should be 
booming throughout the ranks of Irish society. Why is it, then, that despite experiencing 
a cruel recession and bearing the brunt of the uncertainty surrounding the fulfillment of 
Brexit, Ireland continues to stand as a font of optimism in the European project? Having a 
mother who immigrated to the United States from Ireland, I have strong connections to the 
Irish experience. Growing up, I spent every summer in County Kerry with my family, and I 
watched as the 2008 recession ravaged the Irish economy and its people. I was fascinated 
by the intricacies of the banking crisis, and I couldn’t help but question how EU sentiment 
has remained so markedly strong, despite such recent pain.

Traveled to Dublin, Ireland, with funding from the Nanovic Institute for European Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Bailey Kendall
• Major: American Studies  

and Economics 
• Adviser: Thomas Tweed

Constructing Citizenship at Mount Cristo Rey
In 1933, a Mexican-American community built Mount Cristo Rey as a response to religious, 
racial, and economic marginalization that pushed them to the fringes of El Paso, regaining 
ground and claiming space in the city through the monument. In 1993, sweeping changes 
to Border Patrol policy embroiled the peaceful symbol of Christ in international conflict, 
making the mountaintop a beacon of hope for migrants and a site for border criminality 
for El Pasoans. My fascination with Mount Cristo Rey began when I first traveled to El Paso 
in May 2017 to work alongside asylum-seeking families. Many crossed in the shadows of 
Mount Cristo Rey. That summer, I saw it only once. The cross atop the peak was barely visible 
between sand and the border fence. This elevated symbol of Christ felt inexplicably far away 
from our vantage point in Mexico.

Traveled to El Paso, Texas, with funding from the Undergraduate Research  
Opportunity Program.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Benjamin Kilano
• Majors: Program of Liberal 

Studies and Economics 
• Minor: Italian
• Adviser: Theodore  

Cachey Jr.

The Stolen Years by Settimia Spizzichino: A Study of Translation and 
Italian Shoah Testimony
My thesis is an Italian-to-English translation of an autobiography called Gli anni rubati 
(The Stolen Years). The book recounts the arrest, deportation, and experience of Settimia 
Spizzichino in Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen concentration camps. The project included 
researching the Shoah in Italy, Spizzichino’s life and advocacy, and the nature of the 
text’s unique publication. I chose this translation project because it was an important 
continuation of the research I performed as a Rome Scholar. The text has never been 
translated into English before, and even in Italy, it does not have wide readership relative 
to other Italian Shoah survivors. I hope the project will diffuse the testimony and increase 
readership of Spizzichino’s incredible story.

Traveled to Rome, Italy.        



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jessica Kim
• Major: Design 

(Concentration in  
Industrial Design)

• Advisers: Ann-Marie 
Conrado and Robert Brandt

Fragmented Reality
Fragmented Reality is an examination of how objects could escape their boundaries of 
form and function to challenge our perception. In juxtaposing what is expected with what 
is experienced, my intention was to create a dilemma of interpretation that subverts the 
user’s conventional understanding of an object. I sought to start a dialogue about our 
physical world and create consciousness around the social implications of our perception. 
Perceptions are not right or wrong, but have the capacity to be misleading. By recognizing 
this, hopefully the viewer can start to open up the ways they think about things beyond 
furniture and challenge the reality they have been conditioned to see.

Received the Judith A. Wrappe Memorial Award from the Department of Art, Art History,  
and Design.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joanne Kim
• Majors: Neuroscience and 

Behavior and Music 
• Adviser: James Brockmole

The Influence of Music on Gaze Control
My project combines my interests in visual perception and music cognition by examining 
the influence of music on gaze behavior. In real-world settings, visual and auditory 
information is combined in real time, providing a conscious experience different from what 
would be obtained from either sense alone. I used eye-tracking to examine to what extent 
an auditory soundscape like music affects the mechanisms used to support vision. I also 
considered the possibility that listening to music with varying compositional complexity 
affects perceptual processing.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program and the Flatley 
Center for Undergraduate Scholarly Engagement.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joanne Kim
• Major: Music and 

Neuroscience and Behavior
• Adviser: John Blacklow

Senior Piano Recital
My senior piano recital on April 27 presents Beethoven’s Sonata Op. 31 No. 3, Liszt’s 
“Spanish Rhapsody,” Liszt’s Transcendental Etude No. 11 “Harmonies du soir,” and Debussy’s 
“Estampes.” The program features pieces of varying styles and forms through these 
selections by three composers, whose music for the piano has significantly shaped piano 
literature. Much of the program evokes particular scenes and sounds, such as the grand 
pagodas of East Asia and the lively rhythms of Spanish dances.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Megan Kollitz
• Major: English
• Supplementary Major: Arts 

and Letters Pre-Health
• Adviser: Matt Wilkens

An Exploration of the Evolution and Manifestation of the Cybernetic 
Literary Aesthetic
My thesis explores how authors such as Thomas Pynchon, Don DeLillo, Kurt Vonnegut, and 
David Powers take up the cybernetic literary aesthetic. I examined the field of cybernetics 
from its core foundations in statistical mechanics and information and systems theories to  
its evolution over the years, to show the ways in which it manifests as a literary aesthetic.
This topic unites my academic passions and areas of study. As an English and pre-health 
major, I am interested in the conflation of the sciences and humanities, and cybernetics is a 
lens which lends itself perfectly to this kind of exploration.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Anne-Marie Kommers
• Major: Romance Languages 

and Literatures (Spanish 
and French) 

• Minor: Irish 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Advisers: Alain Toumayan 

and María Rosa Olivera-
Williams

The Palimpsest as a Metaphor for Memory in the Fiction of Marcel Proust 
and Jorge Luis Borges
My thesis analyzes the figure of the palimpsest as a metaphor for human memory in Marcel 
Proust’s À la recherche du temps perdu and in five of Borges’ short stories. The meaning of 
the palimpsest as a metaphor slowly changed through the 19th and 20th centuries, and 
I partly trace this change through an exploration of its portrayal in Proust’s and Borges’ 
writings. I chose this topic because I wanted to combine my studies in Spanish and French 
literature. Borges is one of my favorite Spanish-language authors and Proust is one of my 
favorite French-language authors, so I was excited to study them alongside one another. 
Their writing styles are very different, but both write a lot about memory. The palimpsest 
provides an interesting lens through which to explore this shared theme.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Anne Kost
• Major: Political Science 
• Minor: Business Economics
• Adviser: Joshua Kaplan

From World War II to Brexit: Patterns in Immigration Attitudes and 
Populist Influences in the UK
In this thesis, I explore the evolution of immigration attitudes since World War II in the United 
Kingdom. In particular, I outline the trend of populist rhetoric accessing the cultural and 
economic fears associated with immigration and the discrepancy between the negative 
perceptions of immigration in the UK and the actual consequences. I chose this topic after 
witnessing the diversity in London and hearing about the radical decision via referendum to 
leave the European Union in 2016. I’m interested in the trend of Western democratic states 
reverting to xenophobic sentiment toward immigrants, especially Muslim immigrants, even 
in the face of research showing immigration can actually be a boon.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Meghan Kozal
• Major: Design 

(Concentration in Visual 
Communication Design)

• Minor: Computing and 
Digital Technologies

• Adviser: Neeta Verma

In Mind: The Kidnapped Schoolgirls of Chibok, Nigeria
I examined the history and current situation triggered by the kidnapping of the 216 Chibok 
girls in 2014 by Boko Haram. I explored means of keeping the issue in mind in a long-living, 
meaningful fashion through creating a fabric sculpture that is reminiscent of a blanket. 
I hand-resist dyed 216 individual pieces that compose the finished piece in two parts. 
This issue is especially pertinent to me as I was the same age as the girls when they were 
kidnapped and was also attending an all-girls school at the time. The issue is still relevant 
today — in February 2018, more than 100 additional school girls were kidnapped, and to 
this day, more than 100 of the original 216 are still missing. However, there is little to no 
media coverage anymore.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Wiktoria Kozlowska
• Major: Mathematics
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Nicole McNeil

Does a Test Administrator’s Gender and Attire Affect Students’ 
Performance on a Difficult Mathematics Exam?
Women have historically underperformed men on the mathematics sections of 
standardized exams, and unidentified variables in the testing environment may play a 
role in this score discrepancy. My study examines differences in student performance 
when exams are administered by proctors of various genders, wearing clothing styles that 
imply certain beliefs about gender roles. As a female mathematics major, I am personally 
familiar with the stereotype against women in mathematics. And as a future high school 
math teacher, my goal is thus to contribute to research seeking to buffer the negative 
effects of this stereotype on female math performance. I want all of my students to have an 
equal chance of achieving mathematical success and accomplishing their educational and 
professional goals.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Rachel Kubiak
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Supplementary Major: 

Mathematics
• Adviser: Joseph Rosenberg

The Unheimlich Manuever: Sigmund Freud’s The Uncanny and Henry 
James’s The Turn of the Screw
My thesis is an analysis of the literary mode of the uncanny within Henry James’s The Turn 
of the Screw using Sigmund Freud’s own account of “unheimlich” — the unhomely. The 
uncanny is distinguished between other literary modes such as the weird or the eerie. I 
chose this topic because of my personal interest in “weird” literature and what makes it so.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Molly Kuehn
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior 
• Minor: Poverty Studies
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Kristin Valentino

The Association Between Maternal Reminiscing and Maternal 
Perpetration of Neglect
My thesis examines whether maternal reminiscing varies by severity of child maltreatment 
subtypes, using data from a broader study in Notre Dame’s Development and 
Psychopathology Lab. Maternal neglect severity was negatively associated with maternal 
elaborations and sensitive guidance, when controlling for the severity of maternal abuse 
and emotional maltreatment. These results contribute to a more nuanced understanding of 
maternal reminiscing among maltreating families, with particular implications for cognitive 
and social development of neglected children. I’ve been a research assistant in the 
Development and Psychopathology Lab since my freshman year. This research meaningfully 
combines my two fields, neuroscience and poverty studies, while also tying in my interest 
in pediatrics. Given the differences seen across child maltreatment subtype, I became 
interested in addressing this gap in the literature.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Adam Kulam
• Majors: English (Honors) and 

Economics (Concentration 
in Financial Economics and 
Econometrics)

• Adviser: Laura Dassow Walls

Civil Disobedience in Context: The Incarceratory Texts of Henry David 
Thoreau and Martin Luther King Jr.
My thesis contextualizes the practice of civil disobedience through two literary case 
studies — Henry David Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience” and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter 
from Birmingham Jail.” I argue that civil disobedience is exercised as a specific function 
of political, historical, and social conditions; its form changes from century to century. 
I am fascinated by the relationship between man and government, and this thesis is an 
investigation of the friction between states and their citizens. When, why, and how is it 
appropriate to resist the government in order to uphold democracy?

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maria Lally
• Majors: English and 

American Studies 
• Minor: Sustainability
• Adviser: Annie Coleman

Environmental Education Seminar in the Desert Southwest
I am designing a one-credit collegiate environmental and outdoor education seminar 
about public land management on National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, and Bureau 
of Land Management lands in southern Utah. I hope to encourage students to adapt 
more sustainable behavior and develop connections to the natural environment through 
this seminar. I chose this topic because I love southern Utah and I’ve had experiences 
with environmental education and working on its public lands. I wanted to develop an 
educational seminar to expose students to this environment and inspire students to 
become more sustainable after developing an appreciation for America’s protected lands.

Traveled to Utah with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Peter Landau
• Major: Philosophy 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Brian Cutter

Mental Causation: Dualism and the Causal Closure Argument
In philosophy of mind, the “causal closure argument” is a widely popular argument for 
establishing physicalism. I argue that its premises can be accepted while still holding a 
dualist position. The physicalism versus dualism debate has historically been one of the 
most prominent in the philosophy of mind area. The answer to this debate has important 
broader implications on other realms of philosophy.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joseph Laski
• Major: Sociology 
• Minors: Peace Studies, 

Poverty Studies, and 
Business Economics

• Adviser: Mim Thomas

Lexicon Convergence and Friendship Strength
My project researched the connection between the commonality of the words that a pair of 
friends use and the strength of that friendship. Using survey data, we expect to discover a 
reciprocal causality relationship between the convergence of a friendship pair’s language 
and the friendship’s strength. I chose this topic because language has always been an 
intriguing topic to me, and I see in my own life how using common words or phrases that 
other people might not understand has strengthened my relationships with friends. I hope 
to expand on this research in graduate school, studying intimate relationships in addition  
to friendships.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Harrison Latham
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Italian Studies
• Adviser: Charles Leavitt IV

Italian Neorealism
My thesis examines Italian neorealism, an aesthetic cinematic movement that developed in 
the 1940s in response to the rise of Fascism, World War II, and the subsequent widespread 
oppression and impoverishment of the Italian people. I chose this topic because of my 
interests in film history and Italian culture.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kate Lederer
• Majors: Economics and 

Political Science 
• Adviser: Susan Rosato

Coalition of the Developing:  Expanding Regional Integration on the 
African Continent
My project explores a striking empirical puzzle surrounding trade and development in 
Africa today: Despite the inconsistent or indeterminate performance of regional trade 
arrangements across the continent, a number of states continue to push for the deepening 
of regional economic integration. My project explores the factors that have influenced 
certain types of states to participate in the expansion of regional integration schemes, 
particularly by analyzing state ratification of the African Continental Free Trade Agreement. 
I have always had an interest in international trade and the dynamics of the international 
political economy. After taking a class on globalization in Africa, I was struck by the ongoing 
development efforts across the continent, particularly those having to do with trade 
integration, and wanted to learn more.

Conducted research in London with funding from the Kennedy Scholars Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sarah Leonard
• Majors: Anthropology and 

Sociology
• Adviser: Susan Blum

Collegiate Embodiment, Identity, Culture, and Practice
I investigated and analyzed Notre Dame students’ identity construction, typical behavior, 
and everyday choices with anthropological methods — including ethnography, interviews, 
and a survey — and a multifaceted theoretical framework. The purpose of my project 
was to try to understand how individuals embody the collegiate identity and navigate the 
complex and sometimes disparate expectations associated with this social category. I 
chose this topic because I’m particularly interested in social and cultural anthropology, 
identity construction, intersectionality, and gender and embodiment theory. I also think 
college students constitute a rather anomalous social demographic and merit more 
research regarding their wellbeing.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

William LeRoy
• Major: Economics
• Adviser: Kali Rath

Matching — A Centralized Course Registration Process
The current University course registration process is decentralized. However, imagine if the 
process was centralized instead. Students would submit preference orderings over courses, 
and based on methods used in existing literature, we could also obtain preferences of 
courses over students. I’ve created a matching algorithm that produces an outcome with 
very admirable properties. I analyze matching outcomes resulting from my algorithm using 
Monte Carlo simulations. My adviser suggested I choose a topic concerning matching. I 
chose to study the University course registration process because it presented me with an 
interesting question.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Angela Lim
• Majors: English and 

Neuroscience and Behavior
• Adviser: Orlando Menes

Dream Bluer
Dream Bluer is a collection of poetry focused on exploring various water motifs and their 
relation to self-identity. The range of these poems demonstrates the complexity of the 
ocean and the self as entities that are tidal and continuously explored. I have chosen to 
center my thesis around water because of the dynamism that it embodies — at once 
familiar and strange, something with both surface and depth. For me, poetry has always 
been a form of map-making. I write to find my own mind and to leave directions for others 
to reach me. I believe that poetry is an underutilized form of communication, one that has 
made me truly aware of the power and distinction of voice and taught me that individuality 
should not be stamped out in fear.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jean Llenos
• Major: Philosophy
• Supplementary Major: Arts 

and Letters Pre-Health
• Adviser: James Sterba

On Individual and Organizational Ethical Decision-Making and Its Impact 
on Health in America
As science has rapidly progressed, society has encountered a number of controversial 
experiments and events that many deem ethically abhorrent, condemning the decisions of 
those responsible. But what really constitutes an ethical decision? Are there non-ethical 
decisions? Can we reliably tell the difference? My thesis formulates a definition of ethical 
decision-making in order to examine the decisions that have led to some of the most 
infamous American health controversies. The complex, diverse, and ever-shifting field of 
ethics makes this a rich topic of study. Without some degree of objectivity, ethics can be 
used to justify some truly horrific acts or, perhaps worse, not used at all. I aim to create a 
definition of ethical decision-making that can be applied universally to call attention to the 
moments where ethics were misused or overlooked.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Victoria Llorens
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Sustainability
• Adviser: Laura Dassow Walls

Tracing Western Thought and Proposing Adaptations in the Face of  
Global Change
My thesis explores the use of language in the Western world that has led to a mindset 
permitting abuse of the Earth. I propose alternatives to this mindset as we move forward  
in the 21st century. My topic allows me to combine my Program of Liberal Studies major  
and my sustainability minor. I am passionate about the environment and shifting our 
Western perspective.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Madison Loftin
• Majors: English and Italian 
• Adviser: Greg Kucich

Gender and Toxic Femininity in the Gothic Novels of Shelley and Radcliffe
I am looking at the trope of the vindictive woman in Percy Bysshe Shelley’s Zastrozzi and 
Ann Radcliffe’s The Italian in relation to the gender politics of the authors and in relation to 
Mary Wollstonecraft’s Vindication of the Rights of Woman. Gothic literature has always been 
my favorite genre, and through my interest in the Gothic, I fell in love with Radcliffe’s work. I 
completed a research project on The Italian while studying abroad, and I wanted to continue 
to work on that novel.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

R. Tyrel London
• Major: American Studies  

and Film, Television, and 
Theatre (FTT) 

• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar
• Advisers: Perin Gurel and  

La Donna Forsgren

A Poetics of Liberation: Art as Counterhegemony
Using Audre Lorde’s dictum “poetry is not a luxury,” I explore and engage in art as liberation 
through the lens of postcolonial feminism. I wanted to use both of my majors in my thesis 
project, and art as liberation was the intersection of my experience in the two.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Abigail Loughlin
• Major: Sociology 
• Minors: Education, 

Schooling, and Society (ESS) 
and Latino Studies

• Adviser: Erin Moira Lemrow

Teacher Identity and Motivation in Dual-Language Schools
My thesis explores teacher identity and motivation in dual-language and bilingual-friendly 
schools that serve large Latino student populations. According to the Indiana Department 
of Education, from 1999 to 2018, the number of emerging bilingual students in Indiana 
schools grew by 550 percent. Given this statistic, how do teachers understand their own 
identities and motivations, and how does that sense of identity influence how teachers 
work with culturally and linguistically diverse students? While much research has focused 
on low-income and minority students, there has been little research on their teachers. 
As I begin my own teaching career, this research will help me understand the role my 
identity plays in my teaching and the steps I can take to ensure I am creating an inclusive 
classroom environment.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Carly Loughran
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior
• Minors: Poverty Studies and  

Philosophy, Politics, and 
Economics (PPE)

• Glynn Family Honors 
Program

• Adviser: Laura Miller-Graff

Trauma-Exposed Violent Felons and the Criminal Justice System
The criminal justice system in the United States should be compatible with what we 
know about trauma and the human brain. Trauma exposure and toxic stress can inhibit 
an individual’s prefrontal cortex development and impulse control, leading to difficulties 
that extend throughout his or her life. Through studying trauma-exposed violent felons,  I 
have found that a rehabilitative system of justice is more just and effective that a punitive 
system. I chose this topic because I am attending law school next year and I am interested 
in criminal justice reform.

Traveled to Boston, New York City, Washington, D.C., and Paris with funding from the Glynn 
Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Julia Mackessy
• Major: Anthropology 
• Adviser: Eric Haanstad

The Benefit of Doula-Supported Labor in the U.S.
I conducted a literature review of the benefit of doula-supported labor in the U.S. The use 
of a doula has been proven to be instrumental in better birth outcomes and fewer medical 
interventions during labor and birth. I chose this topic because I aspire to be a midwife, and 
I am currently working to become certified as a labor doula through DONA International. 
I am also passionate about mothers and babies and want to work towards safer birth 
experiences in the United States.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Keenan MacQuarrie
• Major: International 

Economics (Spanish)
• Advisers: Forrest Spence 

and Ethan Lieber

The Effect of Drug-Related Southern Border Security on Opioid Deaths  
in America
My project explores whether border security in the form of drug seizures, mainly on the 
southern U.S. border, is an effective way to decrease American drug-related deaths. The 
goal of my project is to seek potential solutions to the opioid epidemic. The opioid epidemic 
is no secret, and since graduating high school, I have seen many friends and acquaintances 
die. Furthermore, I wanted to learn more about foreign relations at the southern border and 
the issues we are facing.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kailee Madden
• Major: History
• Supplementary Major: 

Mathematics
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Evan Ragland

An Intellectual History of the Integration of Gödel’s Incompleteness 
Theorems into the Artificial Intelligence Debate and its  
Theological Implications

I investigated the ways in which Gödel’s incompleteness theorems were integrated into the 
debate surrounding strong artificial intelligence. My thesis also examines how this debate 
now pertains to, and has profound implications for, philosophical and theological questions. 
Last summer, I read a book about the history of AI that mentioned Gödel’s incompleteness 
theorems. Although it took time to really develop the idea for my thesis, I was excited to 
find a way to integrate all my interdisciplinary interests, and specifically, to leverage my 
knowledge of mathematics in a history thesis.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Cristian Magdaleno
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Minor: Anthropology
• Adviser: Eric Haanstad

Minimalist Consumerism
My thesis explores the growth and development of minimalism in mainstream production 
and whether the rise in minimalism is the result of millennial preferences towards product 
selection. I chose this topic because I am fascinated with material and consumer cultures, 
especially among young people, and I wanted to understand why people choose their 
products, beyond mere marketing tactics.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Christine Mai
• Majors: Spanish and Science 

Preprofessional Studies 
• Adviser: Marisel Moreno

Losing Oneself to Save Oneself: Reasons Behind Current-Day Immigration 
from the Northern Triangle and Its Associated Traumas
My thesis removes the veil of indifference and misunderstanding toward immigrants 
fleeing from the Northern Triangle (Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador). Using art and 
literature from the Northern Triangle, I challenge the dominant narratives in the U.S. of 
these immigrants and the reputation of the U.S. as a peacemaker and herald of democracy. 
Through this alternative narrative, the traumas faced by these immigrants and their 
experiences become humanized. When the large migrant caravan was coming to the U.S. 
last October, I realized that so much misunderstanding exists about the reasons people 
flee to the United States. I wanted to inform others about the life-or-death situations of 
migrants and outline holistically their traumatic experience. 

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Alexander Mansour
• Major: Music (Cello 

Performance) and Film, 
Television, and Theatre (FTT) 

• Advisers: Katinka Kleijn and 
John Liberatore

Alexander Mansour: A Senior Recital
My senior recital was an opportunity to present my various musical interests. The program 
included a first portion of significant cello solo works composed by Bach, Kodaly, and 
Piazzolla, followed by a second act of my original compositions/jazz combo. A recital is an 
opportunity to share wonderful music with others. It is also a terrific goal that allows for 
much musical growth. As I prepare to begin my master’s degree in the fall, the recital is a 
celebration of my current artistic achievement and ambition.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Gifty Marfowaa
• Major: Science-Business 
• Minor: International 

Development Studies
• Advisers: Erin McDonnell and 

Georges Enderle

Perceptions Concerning Responsibility Distribution Within  
Mining Communities
While Ghana’s GDP has advanced historically due to mining, research shows that the 
benefits have been out of reach for many Ghanaians living in regions heavily concentrated 
in mining. Through in-depth interviews with students at Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology, general community members in Kumasi, and doctors from Kumasi 
South Hospital, my research analyzes perceptions among Ghanaians concerning the 
distribution of responsibility among mining companies, the government, and individuals. My 
major and minor have uniquely positioned me to consider the implications of business and 
economic growth in the developmental journey of various countries. As a Ghanian student, 
I wanted to take an in-depth look at Ghana’s mining sector and its implications and see 
whether people believe sustainable approaches have been implemented.

Traveled to Kumasi, Ghana, with funding from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.   



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maggie Marino
• Majors: Design 

(Concentration in Visual 
Communication Design)  
and Marketing

• Adviser: Neeta Verma

Fact vs. Fiction: Paying Student-Athletes
A major issue in sports is whether or not to pay student-athletes. Recently, the issue has 
been highly sensationalized by both sides, and facts are being left out of the discussion. As 
a result, even those with experience in the sporting world can wind up missing key points 
of the argument. I wanted to present the facts without bias and allow people to form an 
educated opinion about the issue. As a sports fan and someone interested in a career in 
the industry, I have found this to be an incredibly contentious and thought-provoking topic. 
I wanted to look beyond the headlines. As I began my research, I thought I had a strong 
opinion on the matter. However, through my research, I realized that many of my arguments 
were incomplete. I wanted to fix that for myself and others.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Aileen Markovitz
• Majors: Music (Vocal 

Performance) and 
Economics 

• Minor: Constitutional 
Studies

• Glynn Family Honors 
Program

• Adviser: Kiera Duffy

Senior Voice Recital
My thesis includes an hourlong voice recital and an exploration of classical music as a 
community engagement tool through the design of community-based learning course for 
the Department of Music. The recital includes a variety of works by Gaetano Donizetti, Earl 
Kim, Albert Roussel, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, Antonio Vivaldi, and Hugo Wolf. In a break from 
the traditional format, I include numerous ensemble pieces and guest artists. This topic 
synthesizes my vocal studies and interest in the growth of classical music, which must 
adapt and expand audiences in order to remain economically viable. The recital seeks to 
connect with a younger audience, while the CBL course capitalizes on the Department of 
Music’s unique opportunity to connect with the community.

Traveled to Feltre, Italy; the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and 
Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey, with funding from the Glynn Family 
Honors Program.     



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Matthew Marsland
• Majors: Political Science and 

Russian
• Adviser: Patrick Deneen

The Illiberal Roots of the American Political Tradition
My thesis uncovers the illiberal roots of the American political tradition and reveals the 
origins of a flawed understanding of the United States as a “proposition nation.” The idea of 
America as a proposition nation has always been suspect to me. The purpose of my thesis 
was to examine the true political character of the American founding and to establish 
whether this nation was conceived by its founders to be the application of liberal political 
theory, or if their project was a deliberation on the optimal government of a particular 
nation.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jade Martinez
• Majors: History and Political 

Science 
• Balfour-Hesburgh Scholar 
• Adviser: Emily Remus

The Jane Collective
The Jane Collective, an underground abortion clinic, provided women in the Chicago area 
with low-cost, safe, and illegal abortions between 1969 to 1973. My research looks into 
the reasons that the women working in the collective were able to perform more than 
11,000 safe abortions in the years leading up to the Roe v. Wade decision. 

Traveled to Chicago with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program and 
the Flatley Center for Undergraduate Scholarly Engagement.  



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Lucas Masin-Moyer
• Majors: American Studies 

and Political Science 
• Adviser: Korey Garibaldi

‘Heritage of a Small Village’: The African Diaspora and Black Cultural 
Diplomacy in the Long 21st Century
I studied how African American artists have represented Africa in their work throughout 
American history and how the transition of Africa from a negative to a positive symbol 
reflects changing conceptions of the African diaspora and African American politics. 
A chapter of my thesis is dedicated to Kendrick Lamar’s album To Pimp a Butterfly, 
which served as my gateway to this topic and shows how African American artists are 
conceptualizing Africa.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Claire Maxa
• Major: History 
• Minors: Constitutional 

Studies and Business 
Economics

• Adviser: Linda 
Przybyszewski

Reality or Fantasy of Female Liberation: The Miniskirt Fashion Trend in the 
1960s U.S.
People often associate the 1960s in the United States with growing independence and 
freedom for young people, especially young women. This sense of independence and 
freedom for youth often gets linked to fashion trends of the era, most notably the miniskirt. 
My thesis explores the role of the miniskirt in relation to female empowerment, concluding 
that the miniskirt did more to undermine than promote women’s liberation. I took History 
of Modern Fashion with Linda Przybyszewski my sophomore year and loved it. I found the 
section of the course on the 1960s to be particularly fascinating. Additionally, I enjoy 
fashion as a hobby. Combining something I am passionate about both in and outside the 
classroom seemed like the perfect thesis topic.

Conducted archival research in London with funding from the Kennedy Scholars Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

David May
• Major: Psychology
• Adviser: K. Lira Yoon

Treatment of Double Depression: A Meta-Analysis
My thesis is a meta-analysis of the treatment literature of double depression, which 
refers to a form of persistent depressive disorder with intermittent episodes of major 
depression. I was interested in how participants in various studies responded to a course 
of pharmaceutical treatment. Based on a contribution to the Association for Psychological 
Science’s “Wikipedia Initiative,” I discovered that the literature associated with double 
depression is sparse and that more attention needs to be to be directed toward this 
debilitating subtype of depression.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sean McFeely
• Major: Political Science
• Minors: Sustainability and 

Hesburgh Program in Public 
Service

• Certificate in International 
Security Studies

• Adviser: Dan Lindley

Overcoming Oil: Can the United States Leverage Its Import Power to 
Liberalize Petroleum-Exporting Countries?
The United States purchases petroleum from a number of undemocratic, authoritarian 
governments. I argue that it is possible for the United States to leverage that market share 
to generate liberalizing reforms in target countries, but not without serious economic, 
political, strategic, and humanitarian consequences. I chose this topic because I was 
interested in connecting my interests in national security and sustainability.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Gates McGavick
• Major: English 
• Adviser: Azareen Van Der 

Vliet Oloomi

The Comet
My thesis is a novella about two brothers who reunite after some time apart on a piece of 
land owned by their family in the western United States. Upon their arrival, a figure from 
their past appears, and they must reconcile their differing opinions on him, as well as 
figure out his mysterious intentions. I have always had a passion for creative writing and 
have usually written short stories. I wanted to try to write something longer, with a more 
expanded structure, and I ended up getting really into the idea I had for this. I wanted to 
write something about the space between people and how it oscillates — how people draw 
closer, then far apart, and back again.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Tristan McGrath
• Major: Psychology 
• Supplementary Major: 

Russian
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Daniel Lapsley

Key Problems Facing the Current Minimal Counterintuitiveness Paradigm
Minimal Counterintuitiveness (MCI) theory suggests that religious and cultural objects and 
phenomena — e.g., ghosts and spirits — are transmitted based upon counterintuitivess, 
which is simply violating our natural human expectations about how things should 
behave. However, recent studies have suggested that this is not entirely true. My research 
focuses on exploring these recent challenges to the MCI paradigm. I have always been 
interested in religious psychology, and MCI theory offers an interesting perspective on the 
anthropological roots of many religious ideas. If this theory has a solid basis in cognitive 
psychology, I think the theory has the potential to answer many questions about how and 
why religious ideas are formed and transmitted. Thus, I wanted to assist in exploring and 
challenging this intriguing theory.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Nora McGreevy
• Major: History
• Minor: Art History
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Ted Beatty

Escuelas de Pintura al Aire Libre
In my thesis, I examine the Open Air Schools of Painting, a series of free art schools in Mexico 
City in the 1920s and ‘30s postrevolutionary period. I study the political implications of 
the schools in the context of the revolution, the role of women in the schools, and the ways 
in which the artwork produced by young Mexican children was sent and received abroad 
in cities throughout Europe, Latin America, and the United States. This topic combines 
some of my key interests — Latin American and especially Mexican history, art history, art 
education, women’s history, and global modernism.

Conducted research in Mexico City, Mexico, and in the Smithsonian Archives of American 
Art in Washington, D.C., with funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program and the Kellogg 
Institute for International Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Evelyn McManus
• Major: Psychology
• Minor: Education, Schooling, 

and Society (ESS)
• Adviser: Kristin Valentino

Discrepancies in Child and Parent Reports of Child Trauma Symptoms in a 
School Setting: Implications for Trauma-Informed Schools
My thesis explores the discordance between parent and child reports on the UCLA PTSD 
Reaction Index, a widely used measure of PTSD and trauma in children. I examined the 
relationship between this discrepancy and school outcomes such as attendance and 
behavior for elementary school children. I was interested in researching a topic that would 
integrate my major with my minor. I am interested in child development, and particularly 
child trauma, and was therefore passionate about connecting these interests with an 
educational outlook.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.        



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Stephen 
Meisenbacher
• Majors: German and 

Computer Science 
• Adviser: Mark Roche

The Power and Limitations of Computational Methods in the Detection of 
Irony in German Literature
My thesis attempts to answer the question of how effectively the latest methods in the 
field of natural language processing can be used to aid in the detection of irony, particularly 
in German literature and poetry. As irony is traditionally held as one of the more complex 
literary elements, this project can be a valuable first step toward helping language learners 
gain a deeper understanding of the beauty and intricacy of foreign language works. 
This topic combines my passions for computer science and the German language and 
harmonizes my education so far in both disciplines. While studying German at Notre Dame, 
I noticed that irony is an often used, yet hard to master, technique in the German literary 
tradition. The challenge then arose to see how computer science could help improve the 
learning process.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Margaret Meserve
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior
• Minor: Science, Technology, 

and Values (STV)
• Adviser: Anna Geltzer

Parental Advocacy in Autism: Motivations and Limitations
Using autism spectrum disorder as a case study, my capstone project examines the role 
of parents and advocates in determining the course of research, societal structures, and 
diagnosis of their children. However, I propose that advocacy on a larger scale can be a 
limiting and exclusive approach to medical science. Autism is one of the most frequently 
diagnosed developmental disorders in the world, particularly in the United States. 
Communities of families seeking medical aid have resulted in a large influx of services and 
research to address the growing public health need. As one of the most complex disorders 
of our time, I think the role that autism plays in both the scientific and lay communities is 
worth studying.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Lindsey Meyers
• Major: Design
• Adviser: Scott Shim

Hive5 | Facilitating Collaborative Learning in the Classroom
Hive5 is an interactive learning experience that allows teachers to integrate collaborative 
exercises into their daily routines without having to stray from the core curriculum. Hive5 
has two components — an interactive floor and wall projection system and a database of 
collaborative lesson plans. The projection transforms the classroom into an experiential 
learning environment while the five-module lesson plans assign tasks that cause movement 
and communication among the students. I chose to explore the potential opportunities for 
design in the U.S. elementary education system. In addition to technical “hard” skills, people 
are now expected to excel in interpersonal “soft” skills such as communication, adaptability, 
problem-solving, and collaboration — all crucial to successfully working with others. By 
combining classroom observations with ethnographic research findings, I developed a 
teaching tool that facilitates task-based collaboration in the classroom.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Claire Migliore
• Major: Sociology 
• Minor: Poverty Studies
• Adviser: Rory McVeigh

Ni de Aquí Ni de Allá: Investigating the Construction of Latino Identities 
Among International and U.S. Latino Students at Notre Dame
Using interviews with undergraduate students of Latino descent at Notre Dame, I searched 
for the factors that most impact the extent to which students identify as Latino. I focused 
primarily on the distinctions between international Latino students and Latinos from the 
U.S. and the role of political involvement in each. I became interested in this topic following 
a conversation I had with my cousin last year about Latino identities in our family. Though 
we all share the same traditions, “Latin blood,” and largely similar upbringings, the extent to 
which different members of our family identity as Latino was really interesting to unpack 
and made me realize that more investigation could be done.

Received funding from the Eisch Endowment for Excellence in the Department of Sociology.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Laura Migliore
• Major: Film, Television, and 

Theatre (FTT) 
• Minor: European Studies
• Adviser: Olivier Morel

Perspectives on Preservation: The Challenges and Necessity of 
Preserving European Art Cinema
By exploring multiple perspectives on the preservation of European art cinema, I aim 
to concisely chronicle the problem at hand and demonstrate the necessity of film 
preservation. My project aspires to account for all parties associated with films, including 
historians and preservationists, as well as film creators and viewers. Although I had 
long planned to write my European studies capstone on something film-related, it was 
renowned German filmmaker Wim Wenders’ visit to campus in October 2018 that inspired 
this project. Wenders’s words on how art cinema and documentaries struggle to compete 
with Hollywood productions led me to declare an unofficial topic of “an argument for the 
restoration and/or renaissance of European art cinema.” 

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Monica Montgomery
• Major: Political Science 
• Supplementary Major: 

Peace Studies
• Certificate in International 

Security Studies
• Adviser: Eugene Gholz

Sources of Strategic Systems: The Origins and Politics of U.S. Nuclear 
Weapons Programs
My thesis seeks to answer the question, “Why did the United States launch each of its 
major investments in strategic nuclear weapons systems?“ Through historical case studies 
of three major programs — the hydrogen bomb, the Polaris submarine-launched ballistic 
missile, and the B-1B Lancer bomber — I explored the influence of external threats and 
domestic politics on the development of the U.S. strategic nuclear program. I became 
interested in nuclear policy after attending a conference on nuclear disarmament at 
the Vatican in 2017. I spent last summer interning at the Arms Control Association in 
Washington, D.C., which works on nuclear arms control and nonproliferation issues. Writing a 
senior thesis on the U.S. nuclear weapons program was the logical next step.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Mathew Morico
• Major: Science  

Pre-Professional Studies 
• Supplementary Major: 

Italian
• Advisers: Christian Moevs 

and Zygmunt Baranski

Depression: What the United States Can Learn from Italy
It is widely accepted that mental illness is a product of two primary factors — genetics and 
the environment. My paper explores the latter and how different environments and cultures 
impact the rates of depression in Italy and the United States. I want to go into psychiatry, 
and I am particularly interested in mood disorders such as anxiety and depression. After 
studying abroad in Italy three times, I noticed a significant discrepancy in mental health 
compared to the United States. Noting that Italians were less stressed and depressed than 
Americans on average, as shown by data, I wanted to find out why.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sarah Morris
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Adviser: Gretchen  

Reydams-Schils

Migrant Children, Literacy, and Reading for Joy
My thesis explores the relationship between literacy outcomes and trauma for children 
of Latino descent who migrate to the United States. I argue that reading should be seen 
as much more than a grade to be earned; rather, it can teach empathy, provide comfort, 
and help address trauma, particularly in migrant populations. Finally, I offer suggestions to 
orient curriculums toward developing a passion for reading rather than simply a skill. My 
experiences living and working at Annunciation House, a migrant shelter on the U.S.-Mexico 
border, showed me the resilience and struggle of migrants, particularly children. In addition, 
I’ve always been an avid reader. I wanted to understand how to motivate children to read for 
more than a grade.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Emma Morrison
• Majors: Political Science and 

History 
• Certificate in International 

Security Studies
• Adviser: Michael Desch

Between a Bloc and a Hard Place: A Study of Cold War Neutrality and Its 
Modern Applications in Europe
My thesis is an exploration of neutrality in international relations policy. I sought to 
determine under what conditions neutrality is an effective security strategy for small 
states, using the cases of three of the four Cold War neutrals — Austria, Finland, and 
Sweden. To conclude, I applied the lessons learned from these cases to modern day Europe, 
specifically looking at the possibility of neutrality for Ukraine. 

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Debora Mulokozi
• Major: Economics
• Supplementary Major: 

French
• Minor: International 

Development Studies
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar
• Kellogg International 

Scholar 
• Adviser: Kasey Buckles

The Long-Run Effects of an Extra Year of Schooling on Income Earned —
Evidence from Britain
My thesis evaluates the long-term effects of an extra year of schooling on income earned 
by extending the timeframe from the research done by Matt Dickson and Sarah Smith in 
Britain, who estimate the returns on education associated with an institutional change that 
raised the school-leaving age. Analyzing returns to education can inform best policies and 
provide a learning tool for education systems that see high dropout rates, as it proposes a 
realistic target outcome with highest impact when deciding mandatory basic levels  
of education.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Edward Connor 
Murphy
• Majors: Economics 

(Honors) and Applied and 
Computational Mathematics 
and Statistics 

• Adviser: William Evans

Public School Funding During the Great Recession in Texas
A 2005 cut to property taxes, combined with budgetary pressures imposed by the Great 
Recession, created downward pressure on public school funding in Texas. I leveraged 
these shocks to investigate where school districts allocate the marginal dollar when 
facing budget shortfalls. Exogenous shocks to school funding are difficult to come by. The 
combination of a uniform law change with the Great Recession helped to create this shock. 
Additionally, school districts face much scrutiny for waste, and I wanted to investigate if 
this holds true in times of belt-tightening.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Trey Murphy
• Major: Sociology 
• Supplementary Major: 

Spanish
• Adviser: Elizabeth 

McClintock

Who Pays for Dinner? Gendered Power Dynamics in Same-Sex Unions
My research investigates how gendered power dynamics play out in same-sex couples, 
where individuals cannot depend on gender to determine them. By interviewing individuals 
in Chicago, Illinois, and Santiago, Chile, I studied how couples met and started dating, who 
paid for dates, who proposed marriage, etc., and investigated why it manifested in the way 
it did. Same-sex couples provide an opportunity to homogenize gender in a relationship 
context, which helps us see what factors are determining power dynamics when gender 
does not. By making a cross-cultural comparison in societies with varying degrees of 
gender reinforcement and acceptance of same-sex couples, I hope to further understand 
how heteronormative patriarchal structures affect same-sex couples.

Traveled to Chicago and Chile with funding from the Eisch Endowment for Excellence in the 
Department of Sociology and the Genevieve D. Willis Gender Studies Senior Research Grant.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Mary Ninneman
• Majors: Political Science and 

History 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Mariana Candido

Human Trafficking in the Heartland
My thesis explores human trafficking, specifically in Nebraska. I examine the history of 
Nebraska’s laws, resolutions, enforcement strategies, and educational programming to 
discover how the fight to combat human trafficking has changed over time. I had the 
opportunity to travel to Thailand the summer after my freshman year, and the group I was 
with worked with victims of human trafficking. After encountering the issue there, I realized 
that human trafficking was closer than Thailand — it was in my community as well. This 
took my research home to Nebraska.

Traveled to Omaha and Lincoln, Nebraska, with funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joe Nolan
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Adviser: Jennifer Newsome 

Martin

Justifying Genealogy: Louis Dupré’s Hermeneutics of Culture
Launched in the 19th century by Nietzsche, genealogy foregrounds micro-practices and the 
psychological causes behind systems of control. It makes a virtue of suspicion and a 
metaphysics of contingency. But this has not prevented Christian philosophers from trying 
their hand at it. I considered the possibility of a Christian appropriation of genealogy, focusing 
on Dupré’s treatise that defends it. This project integrated several of my interests, including 
modernity and the question of what comes after it. Also, as a Catholic, I naturally appropriate 
cultural objects at my disposal to explain the faith in today’s terms. This project allowed 
me to determine whether genealogy can sustain the weight of Christian evangelization of a 
suspicious, historically aware age. Most importantly, my Program of Liberal Studies education 
is itself genealogical. I wanted to examine its philosophical foundations.

Received funding from the Program of Liberal Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Mackenzie Nolan
• Majors: Political Science  

and Arabic 
• Minor: Business Economics
• Certificate in International 

Security Studies
• Kellogg International 

Scholar 
• Adviser: George Lopez

Too Much Vinegar, Not Enough Honey: Bittersweet Sanctions Policy
My research focuses on economic sanctions policy in Iran from 2006 to the present. 
In analyzing both multilateral and unilateral sanctions, I sought to determine how the 
changing coercive power of sanctions would affect the target’s behavior and willingness to 
comply with the imposer’s foreign policy objectives. Economic sanctions have become the 
United States’ foreign policy tool of choice. Therefore, I wanted to better understand their 
effectiveness, especially regarding policy objectives such as nuclear nonproliferation. The 
long history of U.S. sanctions on Iran provided a ripe case study for exploring this topic and 
contributing to the current political and academic debate.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Lethabo Ntini
• Majors: Economics and 

Political Science
• Kellogg International 

Scholar 
• Adviser: Amitava Dutt

The Intersection of Race, Geography, and Inequality in South Africa
My thesis uses empirical evidence to explore how the intersectionality between race and 
geography has played a role in increasing intra-racial inequality in the black population 
of South Africa. This informs why cross-country inequality continues to rise despite the 
decrease in interracial inequality. As a South African, it has always been my desire to 
understand how democracy failed to empower all South Africans equally. If we recognize 
that complex identities exist across all groups, we can better tailor policies that 
acknowledge that in South Africa, race does not function in isolation from other factors 
that drive economic disparities.

Traveled to South Africa with funding from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Daniel O’Connor
• Major: Mathematics 

(Honors)
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Joseph Kaboski

Structural Change and the Diffusion of Ideas
All developed countries have gone through an industrial phase, when the manufacturing 
sector hired approximately 40 percent of the workforce. But then, as the country grew 
richer, the manufacturing share declined. Currently developing countries show more 
heterogeneity. The manufacturing sector in India, for example, is already declining in 
importance, even though it is much smaller than 40 percent of the labor force. I am exploring 
why this might be and how it will affect future income. I have been researching structural 
change with economist Joseph Kaboski since my sophomore year, and I realized that almost 
all of the literature took the productivity of each sector as given. However, this is not the 
case, because productivity is driven by research and diffusion. It was interesting to see how 
production ideas spreading between countries could affect structural change patterns.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Gabrielle 
O’Dougherty
• Majors: Neuroscience and 

Behavior and Music (Violin 
Performance)

• Adviser: Brendan Shea

Senior Violin Recital
I will be playing all of Beethoven’s Violin Concerto Op. 61 and “Un Poco Triste” and 
“Appasionato” from Suk’s four romantic pieces Op. 17. I will also be playing Allemande, 
Corrente, Sarabande, and Giga from Bach’s solo violin Partita No. 2 in D minor. Each work 
in my recital has taught me a musical skill. The second movement of Beethoven’s violin 
concerto and Suk’s “Un Poco Triste” have taught me slow expression and how to “sing” with 
the violin. The third movement of Beethoven’s violin concerto has taught me expression 
in fast, technically challenging musical lines. Suk’s Allemande has taught me rhythmic 
integrity and strong accentuation of specific notes.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jessica Olson
• Major: American Studies
• Supplementary Major: 

Spanish
• Advisers: Kathleen Sprows 

Cummings and Rebecca 
Tinio McKenna

Defining the American Catholic Nation
My thesis explores the University of Notre Dame’s Laetare Medal, an annual award regarded 
as the most prestigious honor an American Catholic can receive. I argue that at the time of 
its creation in 1883, the medal was emblematic of a larger push to prove that U.S. Catholics 
could be good American citizens, loyal to both country and Church. I chose to study the 
Laetare Medal after meeting the 2017 recipient, Fr. Gregory Boyle, S.J. That opportunity 
led me to ask more questions about the medal and its purpose, ultimately allowing me to 
consider Notre Dame’s role in the broader history of Catholicism in the United States.

Traveled to Boston with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.   



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sarah Ortiz
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies
• Supplementary Major: 

Classics
• Adviser: Elizabeth Mazurek

Poetic Wanderings in Italy: Ovid’s Literary Engagement with Homer and 
Virgil in The Metamorphoses 14.308-434
For my thesis, I did a close analysis of about 100 lines from Ovid’s Latin epic poem, The 
Metamophoses. Written around A.D. 8, Ovid’s poem is about transformation told through 
mythology. I focused on the first Italian myth and looked at how the poem engages with 
its epic predecessors, Homer and Virgil. I first translated parts of Ovid’s Metamorphoses in 
a Latin class junior year, and I loved it. I’ve always loved Latin poetry, and I wanted to know 
more about Ovid’s poem in relation to other poets. I was also lucky enough to study in Italy 
last summer and do some reading there for this project.

Traveled to Italy with funding from the Program of Liberal Studies Monteverdi Prize.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Simon Padanilam
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior 
• Minor: Greek and Roman 

Civilization
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Advisers: Tom Merluzzi and 

Richard Lee

Validation of the Bispectral Device Through Assessment of Relaxation 
and Stress in Non-Meditators and Expert Meditators
I tested an EEG device known as the Bispectral Index (BIS), which is commonly used in 
the operating room by anesthesiologists to monitor levels of patient sedation. This study 
evaluated whether the device could be a suitable replacement for the traditional EEG 
procedure used when evaluating meditation. Since there are known differences in EEG 
patterns between meditators and non-meditators, the BIS device was used with both. 
I chose this topic due to a personal interest in meditation. As a lifelong martial artist, I 
have been meditating for several years, and I have always believed that meditation has 
substantial benefits. This research is part of an integrative oncology lab, as the ultimate 
goal is to develop meditation techniques that will help patients undergoing cancer 
treatment to alleviate stress and other symptoms.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maria Palazzolo
• Major: Political Science 
• Minors: Business Economics 

and Constitutional Studies
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar
• Adviser: David Campbell

The Relationship Between Political ID, Children, and Parents
The impact of the “age of the internet” and political partisanship on the political 
socialization of children is unclear. No widely accepted answer explains how these  
factors affect the development of political identity. Attempting to solve this puzzle, I 
conducted surveys of 5th, 8th, and 12th graders and their parents in my hometown of 
Springfield, Illinois. Through these surveys, I evaluated the power of parental political 
transmission in the 21st century. This project began with me wanting to learn how and  
why I thought the way I did concerning politics. On a larger scale, however, I believe it is 
important to understand young citizens’ political development, as they become our  
nation’s decision makers. 

Traveled to Springfield, Illinois, with funding from a Strake Grant through the Department of 
Political Science.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Angela Pantell
• Majors: Economics and 

Environmental Sciences 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Susan Blum

Analysis of Global Agricultural Responses to Social, Economic, and 
Environmental Pressures on Food Supplies
In my thesis, I look at societies around the world that have various pressures on their food 
supplies and how they have adapted their agricultural systems to address food supply 
challenges. I used Cuba, the Galapagos Islands, and Chicago as case studies. I chose this 
topic because I am very interested in the environmental, economic, and social components 
of our food systems and because I think it is important to understand how we can achieve 
sustainable agriculture in different societies.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Francesca Patti
• Major: Spanish 
• Minors: Theology and 

International Development 
Studies

• Adviser: Rev. Daniel Groody, 
C.S.C.

Wellbeing of Mexico City Pepenadores: Evaluating the Role of the Catholic 
Church and Faith
For my capstone project, I conducted research in Mexico City on a community inhabiting a 
garbage dump in the municipality of Nezahualcóyotl. I specifically studied this community’s 
connection with the Catholic Church and faith, and correspondingly, the role and potential of 
Catholic services in meeting their needs. Pepenadores — men and women who sort trash in 
Mexico — live and work in conditions that fail to meet the basic demands of human dignity. 
They lack potable water, nutritious food, health care, education, safe living environments, 
economic stability, and political voice. Social ostracization compounds these problems, but 
two private Catholic organizations are working to address their material and spiritual needs. 
My paper entreats bridging the gap between ground-level faith practices and the larger 
Church structure to leverage resources proportional to the pepenadores’ immense poverty.

Traveled to Mexico City with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program 
and the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Isabella Penola
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Supplementary Major: 

Theology
• Minor: Constitutional 

Studies
• Adviser: Andrew  

Radde-Gallwitz

The Lukan Paul and the Reconciliation of Rupture: Selective Narrativity in 
the Acts of the Apostles
I argue that the book of Acts is a project in showing continuity where there has been major 
rupture — that the author of Luke-Acts uses the figure of Paul and his conversion as a 
central point of that continuity while also proposing an ecclesiology that is rooted in the 
act of unification through narrative construction. I chose this topic as a strange meeting 
point among my love for the figure of Paul, my interest in Augustine’s theory of memory and 
identity as demonstrated in his Confessions, and my dedication to the cause of ecumenism 
and the act of healing the many ruptures present in Christian life and the Christian church.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Henry Perillo
• Majors: Italian and 

Environmental Sciences
• Advisers: Margaret Meserve 

and Christian Moevs

Augustan and Medicean Regimes, Immortalized: An Analysis of 
Donatello’s Bronze David and the Ara Pacis Augustae in Historical, 
Artistic, and Political Contexts
My thesis examines the Ara Pacis Augustae and Donatello’s bronze David in the political 
and societal contexts of ancient Rome and medieval Florence, respectively, to compare 
the ways Augustus and the Medici family maintained high degrees of autocratic power in 
traditionally Republican systems. Having studied art as an Italian major, I’ve been fascinated 
by its link with society. My project is a culmination of my interests in the Medieval-
Renaissance period and the mechanisms by which autocrats like Cosimo de’Medici and 
Emperor Augustus rose to power.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Erin Pettegrew
• Major: English 
• Supplementary Major: 

Peace Studies
• Adviser: Greg Kucich

Publicizing the Private: Joanna Baillie’s Evolving Feminism
While much of the critical conversation surrounding Joanna Baillie debates the extent of her 
feminist beliefs, my thesis blurs the typical progressive/conservative dichotomy ascribed 
to the playwright and her works. By tracing the evolution of her social commentary in her 
plays, I argue that the presence of both progressive and conventional criticism suggest a 
more complex Baillie than readers may initially perceive. I first encountered Baillie in Greg 
Kucich’s British Romantic Drama course, and I quickly became enamored by the playwright’s 
progressive ideology behind her stage theory. I believe that Baillie’s desire for her audience 
to collaborate with and learn from her plays demonstrates her revolutionary approach to 
dramaturgy — an approach that remains widely used and celebrated today.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Tom Pettit
• Major: Economics 
• Adviser: Abigail Wozniak

Where Are the Manufacturing Workers?
In the Great Recession, the U.S. manufacturing sector lost millions of jobs. Today, the U.S. 
economy is flourishing, and manufacturing firms have a historically high number of job 
openings. Yet the sector has only regained slightly more than half of the jobs lost during the 
Great Recession. This leads us to conclude that many former manufacturing workers have 
moved on. My paper investigates where they went. The summer after my sophomore year, 
I interned at a small manufacturing company near my hometown in rural Iowa. In addition 
to learning relevant career skills, I observed that the company was having an extremely 
difficult time hiring workers, which I soon found was a nationwide issue. I wanted to 
familiarize myself with this problem, and writing a thesis was an excellent way to do that.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Savannah Pfeffer
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Kristin Valentino

Mother-Child Reminiscing as a Moderator Between Intimate Partner 
Violence and Physiological Stress Regulation
My thesis investigates the relationship between intimate partner violence, mother-
child reminiscing, and child physiological stress regulation. After working as a research 
assistant in Kristin Valentino’s Development and Psychopathology Laboratory for several 
years, I became interested in studying how trauma affects child development and how 
developmental outcomes can be improved following trauma. Because little is known 
about how mother-child reminiscing may impact the relationship between IPV and child 
physiology, I chose this topic hoping to provide insight into potential ways we can help 
children exposed to IPV.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joseph Pinto
• Major: History
• Minor: Constitutional 

Studies
• Adviser: Robert Sullivan

Friends in Life and Death: The Impact of the Pals Battalions on the Men 
and Women of Rural England, Post-World War I
My thesis covers the recruitment, war time, and post-war experiences of everyday British 
civilians thrust into combat during World War I. Rather than risk conscription, these men 
chose to fight for their country alongside their friends and relatives in newly created 
battalions called Pals Battalions. From the disaster at the Somme to the effects of 
migration and the Spanish Flu, my thesis covers the consequences of these battalions and 
the war itself. I chose to work on the Pals Battalions because I was intrigued by a quote 
I read in passing one day in John Deak’s class, “We were two years in the making and 10 
minutes in the destroying.” I wanted to learn more about the creation of an organization so 
patriotic and proud that a soldier could speak proudly of its formation, and yet in sadness 
about their final end at the Somme.

Traveled to London.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maria Pope
• Majors: Neuroscience and 

Behavior and Program of 
Liberal Studies 

• Glynn Family Honors 
Program

• Adviser: Robert Rosenbaum

Origami as Data Separation: An Artificial Neural Network That Folds and Cuts
I am designing an artificial neural network in which each layer is similar to folding a piece 
of paper and the final layer is similar to cutting it. If successful, it will greatly simplify the 
optimization process for binary classification. I chose this project because I want to go to 
graduate school for computational neuroscience. Working with artificial neural networks 
is a great way to prepare because it gave me a background knowledge in coding and linear 
algebra while using many of the same paradigms.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Laura Qi
• Major: International 

Economics (French)
• Minors: Studio Art and 

European Studies
• Adviser: Zach Stangebye

Foreign Investment in the Borelaise Wine Industry
For my senior research project for my international economics major, I looked at the 
impacts and implications of foreign investment in the wine industry in Bordeaux, France. 
I chose this topic because I was interested in studying the wine market and wine as an 
investment good.

Traveled to Bordeaux, France, with funding from the Nanovic Institute for European Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joseph Raabe
• Major: Political Science 
• Minors: Hesburgh Program 

in Public Service and  
Studio Art

• Glynn Family Honors 
Program

• Adviser: Geoffrey Layman

Religion and the Democratic Party
My research centers on the role of religion in politics, particularly on faith-based political 
persuasion and its role in the American political landscape. So often, we see religion 
used as a divisive force in politics, and I am greatly concerned about the polarization 
of the electorate along religious lines. I wanted to learn whether religion could be used 
constructively to persuade potential voters to adopt more bipartisan policy positions.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Anne Marie Radzik
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior
• Minor: Latino Studies
• Adviser: Mark Cummings

Emotional Responding of Italian Youth to Immigrants
Our study measured Italian youths’ perceptions of immigrants in their communities. Italian 
teenagers responded to vignettes involving immigrants and non-immigrants acting in 
positive, negative, and ambiguous situations. Emotional responses were measured on 
three levels — cognitive, emotional, and behavioral. A significant interaction effect was 
found between the type of actor in the vignette and the type of situation, indicating that 
differential responses to immigrant and non-immigrant situations differed based on the 
type of situation. While studying abroad in Puebla, Mexico, and through my courses in Latino 
studies, I became interested in the migrant experience. My interest was furthered through 
my experiences in the Center for Social Concerns’ U.S.-Mexico Border Immersion Seminar. 
I have been involved in the Family Studies Lab since I was a freshman and was excited to 
explore these interests in my senior thesis.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Colin Rahill
• Majors: English and 

Philosophy
• Advisers: Romana Huk and 

Alexander Jech

The Religious Experience in Kierkegaard and Shelley
My thesis is a comparison of ideas around metaphysical/divine reality in Søren Kierkegaard 
and Percy Bysshe Shelley. While Kierkegaard is often considered in light of his Christianity 
and Shelley in light of his self-proclaimed “atheism,” I argue that both thinkers propose 
essentially the same path to a religious experience and attitude toward metaphysical 
knowledge. In summer 2018, I travelled to Japan on a six-week research grant and spent 
four of those weeks in a Zen temple studying under a monk. My research was on an 
intellectual tradition common to many thinkers and often called “mysticism.” In my thesis, I 
use Kierkegaard and Shelley as my main subjects of study for this intellectual tradition.

Traveled to Japan with funding from the Flatley Center for Undergraduate Scholarly 
Engagement and the Liu Institute for Asia and Asian Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sierra Rainey
• Major: English
• Minor: Education, Schooling 

and Society (ESS)
• Balfour-Hesburgh Scholar
• Doan Scholar 
• Adviser: Orlando Menes

Black Girl, Lilac Pain
My thesis is a collection of poetry depicting the disfigurement and the reconstruction of 
the African-American female identity. I rely heavily on both historical and personal context, 
focusing on the emotional, physical, and mental aspects of blackness and womanness in 
American society and culture. I chose this topic because of my experiences as an African-
American woman, considering both the personal and historical trauma I have faced due to 
discrimination, mental illness, and social expectations.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Andrew Rebholz
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Classical Heritage
• Adviser: Yasmin 

Solomonescu

Percy Shelley and Satire
How does satire function? How ought it function? In Percy Bysshe Shelley’s fragment 
“A Satire Upon Satire,” the poet acknowledges how satire must walk a line between the 
too violent and the uncritical — Shelley wants to apply satire so that he convinces while 
it critiques, and I explore the unique way he does. I fell in love with Shelley and how he 
experienced the Italian spirit, which led me to explore his works as a Rome International 
Scholar last spring. His satire, a very unresearched topic, was something that really enticed 
me, so I decided to pursue the topic vigorously.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Taja Reynolds
• Major: Africana Studies 
• Adviser: Maria McKenna

Mental Health Within the Black Community
For my thesis, I looked at the topic of mental health in my racial community. I wanted to 
see specifically how it affects my peers and me, as black students at predominantly white 
institutions. I chose to research this because mental health is a very taboo topic in the 
black community. We rarely, if ever, have real conversations about this because many don’t 
believe that mental health issues exist at all, let alone in our community. I wanted to push 
back against that mindset and show that mental health issues aren’t a “white thing.” This 
discussion is long overdue.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Madison Riehle
• Major: American Studies 
• Minor: Journalism, Ethics, 

and Democracy
• Adviser: Richard Jones

Rhetoric in Drugs: A Comparative View on the Crack Epidemic and Opioid 
Crisis Through the Lens of the Philadelphia Inquirer
For my senior thesis, I chose to look at the crack epidemic and the opioid crisis through 
the lens of the Philadelphia Inquirer to see how the media affects the relationship between 
public opinion and public policy, especially given the racially charged elements of each 
drug crisis. I chose this topic because the opioid crisis is such a relevant issue and has 
frequently been compared to the crack epidemic, especially by those who have found the 
government’s war on drugs policies to be extremely harsh. I was fascinated by the prospect 
of looking into these narratives to see how these perspectives came about and how they 
affect those suffering from addiction.

Traveled to Philadelphia with funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Caitlin Riley
• Majors: Classics and History 
• Adviser: David Hernandez

Aqueducts as Benefactions: The Flow of Imperial Ideas Within and  
Beyond Rome
My thesis examines the messages and ideas the aqueducts project about their patrons 
and the patrons’ reigns, through their construction, locations, and decorations. I looked at 
case studies within Rome and in Roman Greece and looked at aqueducts within the greater 
phenomenon of imperial benefaction in the early Roman Empire. I chose this topic because 
I found that aqueducts provided the Roman Empire with the ability to create thriving cities 
and, therefore, sustain the Empire. They were incredibly crucial to the development of the 
city of Rome and beyond. The study of aqueducts often focuses on their engineering feats 
and infrastructural capabilities, but there was a lack of focus on the aqueducts as works of 
art and propaganda. The idea for this project developed after listening to an exciting lecture 
about aqueducts while I was abroad in Rome.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Lia Rocchino
• Major: History
• Minor: Gender Studies
• Adviser: Gail Bederman

Feminist Activism Against Marital Rape
My thesis analyzes the criminalization of marital rape in the latter half of the 20th century. 
Specifically, I follow one activist, Laura X, and her network as they lobbied legislatures and 
aided in the passage of laws. I chose this topic because I am extremely interested in gender 
and the law, and it shocked me to learn that marital rape was technically legal in the United 
States until the early 1990s. I wanted to study the history and logic behind these laws and 
to illuminate the ways in which activists and lawmakers worked to overturn them.

Traveled to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with funding from the 
Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jinelfry Rodriguez
• Majors: Psychology and 

Romance Languages  
and Literatures

• AnBryce Scholar
• Adviser: Sabrina Ferri

Defining Blackness: An Analysis of Dominicanidad in Italy
My thesis analyzes the concept of blackness and how it ties into the identity of people from 
the Dominican Republic. I analyze this concept of identity, create a distinction between 
cultural and racial identity and how it merges to create a hybrid identity, and focus it 
through the lens of a country — Italy — that has facilitated a different representation 
of Dominicanidad, through the crowning of the first black Miss Italia, Denny Méndez. As 
someone who was born in the Dominican Republic, I have witnessed firsthand my people’s 
denial of an integral part of our history and identity. From comments made by Dominicans 
and Haitians as I walk the down the street to insensitive commentary made by members of 
my own family, blackness and how it relates to the identity of Dominicans has always been a 
fascinating topic for me.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Caitlin Rosswurm
• Major: Psychology 
• Minors: Italian and 

Education, Schooling, and 
Society (ESS)

• Adviser: Jill Lany

The Importance of Overheard Speech: Does Speech to Siblings Predict 
Infants’ Productive Vocabulary?
Research shows that child-directed speech — speaking directly to an infant — is more 
predictive of the infant’s language outcomes than overheard speech to someone else in the 
environment. However, firstborn children, who hear more child-directed speech, have no 
language advantage over their later-born siblings, who hear more overheard speech. Could  
overheard speech to similarly aged siblings, specifically, be more predictive than  
total overheard speech? Many mechanisms of language are still not well understood. I 
wanted to explore why there is such a big difference in language input between siblings, but 
little to no difference in language outcome. It may be that overheard speech to siblings is  
still simple and relevant enough to the infant to promote positive language outcomes.

Received funding from the Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts to present at the 
Midwestern Psychological Association conference.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Caitlin Rosswurm
• Major: Psychology
• Minors: Italian and 

Education, Schooling, and 
Society (ESS)

• Adviser: Andrea Christensen

An Investigation of Math Performance-Inhibiting Mechanisms in High 
School Math Students
Year after year, the U.S. underperforms in mathematics on the world stage, partially 
because of the way we talk and think about math. American culture promotes essentialist 
fixed-mindset thinking about math and math anxiety, which may affect performance 
and motivation by decreasing math task value and math self-efficacy. I investigated the 
interaction between these constructs at a local high school to discover how they may 
inhibit math performance. Last summer, I worked as a summer intern at Johns Hopkins, 
where I investigated how the relationship between essentialist thought about math and 
math performance was mediated by math anxiety in first graders. I was interested in 
exploring this topic more in depth, with an older age group.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Paul Rowe
• Majors: Neuroscience 

and Behavior and Film, 
Television, and Theatre (FTT)

• Glynn Family Honors 
Program

• Adviser: Matthew Payne

The Evolution of Saturday Night Live in the Age of Internet Television
My thesis explores how Saturday Night Live, a popular and long-running late night comedy 
program, has evolved in response to new media technologies and changing viewing habits.  
I address how the show’s live format, topicality, and the stardom of its cast has been 
affected by the emergence of the Internet as a way of consuming television. I am interested 
in the critical analysis of television, as well as trends in the entertainment industry. SNL has 
always been my favorite show, and I was interested in studying its history and production 
more closely.

Traveled to Chicago and New York City with funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Matt Rusin
• Major: English
• Minors: Business Economics 

and Theology
• Adviser: Roy Scranton

MyLife: A Science Fiction Novel
My thesis is a science fiction novel concerned with the bittersweet nature of currently 
accepted treatment measures for mental health and the unfortunate contradiction that 
exists between who we are and who we wish to become. Through dream states situated 
in a false city where citizens control their emotions and external appearances through 
machines implanted in their wrists, MyLife confronts ideas of normalcy and proudly 
corrupts them. I chose this topic because I wanted to explore the perceptions that 
surround mental health disorders and addiction in our society. While the diagnoses of 
anxiety disorders and depression continue to rise in the United States, it became apparent 
that the root cause of this mental trauma was linked to a widespread cognitive dissonance, 
as a result of an unfortunately slim conception of success.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Johnny Ryan
• Majors: Theology and 

Philosophy
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Rev. Kevin Grove, 

C.S.C.

‘To Become Another Christ’: Conformity to Christ in the Spiritual Exercises 
of Blessed Basil Moreau, C.S.C., Founder of the Congregation of Holy Cross

In the spiritual exercises he wrote for his priests, Blessed Basil Moreau, the founder of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross, guides his religious through the process of becoming another 
Christ. My thesis examines this process by exploring the actions of the Holy Cross religious, 
Christ, and the Congregation of Holy Cross. Only when these three actors work together 
have the religious become another Christ, according to Father Moreau. This topic is 
incredibly personal — as a seminarian in the Congregation of Holy Cross, hoping to become 
a Holy Cross religious, my vocation is to become another Christ, and I am blessed to have 
had the opportunity to draw out our founder’s insight and provide a sort of guidebook for 
myself and other Holy Cross religious.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kathleen Ryan
• Majors: English and 

Economics
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholars
• Adviser: Elizabeth Evans

Ghosts in Virginia Woolf: Appearances, Roles, and Significance
My thesis considers how Virginia Woolf constructs ghosts in her works of fiction and how 
understanding the ghosts’ roles can add deeper meaning to the themes of feminism, 
identity fragmentation, and progress. I focused on five works, Mrs. Dalloway, To the 
Lighthouse, Night and Day, “A Haunted House,” and “Street Haunting.” In Night and Day, I was 
intrigued by her portrayal of female characters as ghosts, but found very little scholarship 
on Woolf’s use of ghosts. I discovered that the theme of ghosts is repeated in other texts, 
and decided to pursue this unexplored territory. My research funding allowed me to go 
to London and retrace walks taken by characters in Woolf’s novels. These walks provided 
insight into the environment that influenced them. I also was able to do archival research at 
The Keep in Brighton, England.

Traveled to London and Brighton, England, with funding from the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kristin Sanford
• Major: Design 

(Concentration in Visual 
Communication Design)

• Adviser: Ann-Marie Conrado

The Chronicles of Diggo
My thesis is a children’s book that focuses on species conservation. It follows the adventure 
of an elven pirate named Diggo and his best friend, a wilderwolf named Rampie. Rampie is 
the last of the wilderwolf species, so Diggo and Rampie go in search of the rest of Rampie’s 
kind. This topic is important to me because of the myriad stresses our environment is facing 
as a result of humanity’s impact on the Earth. This book is an exploration of the effects we 
can have on the world around us without meaning to or even realizing it.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program and the Flatley 
Center for Undergraduate Scholarly Engagement.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maggie Schaffer
• Major: English
• Minors: Business Economics 

and Classical Civilization
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Susannah Monta

Women in the Epistolary Works of Petrarch and John Donne: A 
Comparative Approach
My thesis compares the role of women in the epistolary works of Petrarch and John Donne, 
and how they relate to the themes of power dynamics, gender roles, and the role of religion. 
My primary texts are Petrarch’s Rime Sparse and his letter to the Empress Anna of the 
Holy Roman Empire, and Donne’s verse letters to his powerful patroness, the Countess of 
Bedford. I was inspired by an English class I took in Rome that focused on the influence of 
Italy on British writers. I chose my topic to combine my interests in Donne’s poetry and Italy 
by focusing on Petrarch, a prominent Italian literary figure, and Donne’s verse letters to 
women, which have received less scholarly attention.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kaitlin Scherzinger
• Major: English 

(Concentration in  
Creative Writing)

• Minor: Business Economics
• Adviser: Joyelle McSweeney

The Star Swallower: A Creative Writing Thesis

When a sky-reader escaping a catastrophic job interview accidentally teams up with a love 
artist, an eternal being, and a boy who chronically sells his soul, she’s pulled into the boy’s 
quest to win his soul back from several witches while freeing his roommates from their 
curses. In a young adult fantasy world, inspired by the works of Hayao Miyazaki, The Star 
Swallower takes on subplots of depression, recovery, and platonic love. Miyazaki’s work 
exhibits a unique aesthetic, soft and kind character relationships, and a vibe of comfort 
and goodness despite dealing with heavy concepts like loss and grief. I hope to draw on the 
lightness of these qualities in my narrative and include a similar natural, beautiful, weird 
aesthetic. When I expand this thesis into a novel, I hope to follow the main character’s 
progress from deep depression into manageable mental health.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sydney Schneider
• Majors: History (Honors) and 

Theology
• Adviser: Brian Collier

Decimation by ‘Discovery’: Portrayals of Native Americans in the Introductory 
Chapters of United States History Textbooks Since the 19th Century

My paper tracks narratives of inevitability and changes in the language describing various 
native groups in the first chapters of high school history texts — from the first U.S. history 
textbooks of the 19th century to modern texts. It also discusses an insurgency of Native 
American authors who, in recent years, have attempted to challenge the prevailing narrative 
of “discovery” and, instead, assert that the Western Europeans engaged in patterns of 
settler-colonialism. I enjoyed researching how high school history textbooks influence 
Americans’ perceptions of American history. I was also fascinated by Brian Collier’s course 
on the history of native education, and I knew I wanted that to be a component of my thesis 
as well. I decided to combine these passions in my project.

Traveled to St. Michaels, Arizona, with funding from the Undergraduate Research  
Opportunity Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maureen 
Schweninger
• Majors: Theology and 

Sociology
• Minor: Catholic Social 

Tradition
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Todd Whitmore

Catholic Social Teaching in Ugandan Family Ministry and Social Servies
According to the principle of subsidiarity, Catholic social service organizations should support, 
not supplant, parents as heads of their own families. My capstone research considers how 
Holy Cross Family Ministries and Lake View Secondary School serve families in the Ugandan 
Church. My interviews with professionals from both organizations demonstrated how they 
collaborate with families through ministry and social service, according to Catholic principles 
and the special spirit of the Congregation of Holy Cross. My interest in Catholic social service 
in Uganda began during my International Summer Service Learning Program through the 
Center for Social Concerns. I taught English at a Holy Cross school there, and in a quasi-
counseling role, I learned some of the difficulties of my students’ home lives. It was a blessing 
to return and conduct research for a community I dearly love.

Traveled to Uganda with funding from the Flatley Center for Undergraduate Scholarly 
Engagement and the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maureen 
Schweninger
• Majors: Theology and 

Sociology 
• Minor: Catholic Social 

Tradition
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Timothy O’Malley

The Family As a ‘School of Love’: Theology and Parents’ Lived Experiences
The Church considers the family to be a “school of love,” which teaches the art of self-gift.  
It is further a sacramental witness to the world because familial unity reflects the reality 
of Trinitarian communion. I used this framework as a lens when interviewing 12 Catholic 
parents about their family experiences. My thesis assesses the implicit sacramentality of 
parents’ behavior and the degree to which theological language informs their accounts. 
I love families, my Catholic faith, and intentional conversations, and my research was a 
fantastic intersection of the three. My adviser’s theology class, The Nuptial Mystery, opened 
my eyes to the sacramentality of the mundane that is present, at least implicitly, in family 
life. It was a joy to explore this vision while I received parents’ accounts of their vocation 
through this lens.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program and the McGrath Institute for  
Church Life.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sarah Seaberg
• Major: Anthropology 
• Minor: Sustainability
• Kellogg International 

Scholar
• Adviser: Ian Kuijt

The Development of a Culture of Sustainability in Connemara
My thesis investigates the development of sustainable environmental practices in 
western Connemara, Ireland, through local engagement with the landscape as part of 
the region’s culture. The role of a “sustainable culture” in this region is informed by the 
historical relationship with the land. I analyze the processes through which the landscape 
has become a symbol of Connemara and demonstrate that contemporary sustainable 
development benefits from an interdependent relationship with local culture. I developed 
this thesis due to my dual interests in environmental and cultural studies. This project 
allowed me to further develop my understanding of the relationships between societies and 
their environment.

Traveled to Connemara, Ireland, with funding from the Nanovic Institute for European Studies 
and the Sustainability Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Gregory Serapio-
García
• Major: Psychology 
• Minor: Computing and 

Digital Technologies
• Certificate in International 

Security Studies
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: David Watson

Predicting Personality and Psychopathology from Internet Big Data
The proliferation of big data is of increasing interest to social science researchers, who view 
the Internet as a detailed record of verbal and nonverbal human behavior that can be used 
in later analyses. My thesis conducts data dimensionality reduction and machine learning 
analyses of more than 3.1 million Facebook users and 1.8 billion linked “likes” to extract the 
social media correlates of human personality and mental illness traits. Through Facebook 
and Twitter, society has produced a surfeit of Internet big data that, while normally used for 
targeted advertising and as a means of mass persuasion, could be justly studied to improve 
mental health outcomes around the world. I chose this topic to help automate mental health 
assessments and promote ethical stewardship of big data for the social good.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program, the Flatley Center 
for Undergraduate Scholarly Engagement, the Glynn Family Honors Program, and the National 
Science Foundation.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Isabella Simon
• Major: English (Honors; 

Concentration in Creative 
Writing)

• Minors: Business Economics 
and Italian

• Glynn Family Honors 
Program 

• Adviser: Valerie Sayers

Amelia’s Waltz & Other Stories
This collection of four fictional short stories explores the adolescence and young adulthood 
of several female characters through the lens of music. From Irish fiddle tunes to classical 
piano to modern album creation and an interpretation of the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice, 
each story uses music to develop characters, content, and style, and to explore questions of 
identity, independence, and love. Taking fiction writing classes at Notre Dame inspired me to 
write a creative thesis. As a dedicated musician since age 4, writing about music was not only 
logical but almost unavoidable. Additionally, my personal experience has attuned me to the 
beauty and difficulty of growing up as a girl in today’s society, which often asks girls to think 
in certain ways. Challenging and exploring those attitudes is a subject of deep interest to me.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Amanda (Nina) Sirico
• Major: Design 

(Concentration in Visual 
Communication Design)

• Adviser: Neeta Verma

Disconnected : A Cyber Catcalling Project
My thesis seeks to raise awareness of cyber catcalling— unsolicited, unwarranted, and/or 
unwanted messages of a sexual, threatening, objectifying, or disturbing nature. Despite this 
terrifying definition, cyber catcalling has achieved almost complete normalcy within our 
culture, and some even laugh at it. My project seeks to address this gap in the perception of 
online harassment by creating a space where people can openly display their views of these 
types of messages. This is an issue that affects all internet users, especially women around 
my age. Yet, there is no common perception of what online harassment looks like or how it 
is endangering the women afflicted by it. This topic allowed me not only to dive deeper into 
social design but also to learn how valuable research is in design.

Received funding from a BFA Thesis Grant.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Andrew Skiff
• Majors: Music and Theology 
• Adviser: Gary Anderson

Psalm 119 & The Submissive Disposition
My thesis explores how people’s personal disposition with respect to a source impacts 
their reception and interpretation of that source’s claims. Consider the Torah as a source 
and how the psalmist’s treatment of the Torah reflects a certain disposition. The psalmist 
produces a reflective and contemplative work that would have been impossible if they  
were not first submissive to the source’s truths. I am passionate about music and Psalm 
119, and this thesis became a great way for me to explore one possible intersection of my 
two disciplines.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Beatty Smith
• Major: Film, Television, and 

Theatre (FTT) 
• Advisers: David Barba and 

Christine Becker

The Exhibit: A Screenplay
Displays of human remains in museums provide the public with information about the 
past and the ever-changing nature of the human experience. However, there is increasing 
concern that museum visitors treat human remains in the same way as material artifacts. 
Are museums disrespecting the rights of the dead to rest? My thesis explores the potential 
future of human remains displays in museums, within the framework of a feature film 
screenplay titled, The Exhibit. Since arriving at Notre Dame, I’ve known I wanted to write a 
screenplay for my thesis because I will be pursuing a career in the entertainment industry. 
After taking an Archeology and Ethics class as a junior, I was intrigued and perturbed by the 
numerous ethical issues surrounding human remains displays in museums. This initial spark 
grew into the foundation for a science-future crime film.

Traveled to London and Los Angeles with funding from the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Program and the Nanovic Institute for European Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Luke Smith
• Major: American Studies 
• Minor: Theology
• Adviser: Korey Garibaldi

‘An Entry Point to Higher Culture’: The Evolution of the NBA’s  
Urban Culture
Although 25 to 30 years ago, many argued that the NBA was “too black” to succeed, 
the league has risen to the top of its industry. I argue that this has allowed players to 
create their own brands and become more involved in other business, social, and political 
endeavors. In short, I argue that this growth in popularity has given NBA players — a 
population that was once seen as “too black” — an entry point into higher culture. Despite 
being a sports industry, the NBA has strong agency in generating political and social 
awareness. It continues to expand its influence in the political and economic sectors, 
and I believe this especially impacts younger generations. The league will only aid in the 
improvement of race relations in the United States as its influence continues to grow. This is 
a new concept, but an important one.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Michael Smith
• Majors: Economics and 

Statistics 
• Adviser: William Evans

The Effect of Uber on Alcohol-Related Traffic Fatalities
My thesis examines whether the arrival of Uber in cities throughout the United States 
has had an effect on the rates of alcohol-related traffic fatalities and, particularly, 
whether there is a significant effect among young adults, who are more likely to use Uber. 
Ridesharing services are a relatively new way for people to get around, and there is no 
consensus in the literature about what effect they may have on the safety of roadways. 
Uber’s effect on society will only expand in the future, and I think it is important to better 
understand it.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Richard Souza
• Major: Design 

(Concentration in  
Industrial Design)

• Adviser: Scott Shim

Fashion Design and Pyrotechnics
For my thesis, I created a fashion collection combining textiles and pyrotechnics. I played 
with the tropes of construction and deconstruction through my intentional and chance-
based manipulation of textiles and garments, using black powder, fuse, and other forms 
of pyrotechnic special effects. As a fifth-generation pyrotechnician, my earliest memories 
are of watching my family’s pyrotechnic displays. Through my thesis, I aim to combine my 
passion for pyrotechnics with my growing interest in fashion design. This combination 
resulted in a collection of garments that capture and express the energy of fire with the 
expressive qualities of fashion.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Meredith Soward
• Major: Political Science 
• Minors: Hesburgh Program 

in Public Service and 
Sustainability

• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar
• Adviser: Samuel Miller

Addressing Plastic Waste on Notre Dame’s Campus
This capstone analyzes sources of single-use plastic waste on Notre Dame’s campus 
and proposes recommendations for decreasing and eliminating plastic bottles, bags, 
cutlery, and takeout containers. Key locations include North Dining Hall Grab N Go, Cafe 
de Grasta, Duncan Student Center, and the Notre Dame Bookstore. I began developing 
recommendations for decreasing plastic waste on campus in my junior year through a 
Social Factors and Sustainability course. I wanted to carry this project to completion and 
hopefully see tangible changes on Notre Dame’s campus.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Peter Spalitto
• Major: Music (Piano 

Performance)
• Supplementary Majors:  

Arts and Letters Pre-Health 
and  Spanish

• Adviser: John Blacklow

A Journey from Bach to Prokofiev
My piano recital features works by Bach, Prokofiev, and Scriabin. The program is ordered 
chronologically by composer, which allows the listener to trace, albeit partially, the 
development of western tonal music across a 300-year period. Beginning with Bach’s 
sublime Prelude and Fugue no. 22, the recital sets a solemn tone. This world is both 
continued and destabilized by selections from Prokofiev’s “Romeo and Juliet.” Ultimately, 
the preludes of Scriabin provide a strong, virtuosic finale. I selected this repertoire in 
conjunction with my instructor, John Blacklow. We felt this program represented a unique 
variety of solo piano works that are contrasting, yet complementary. Each piece highlights 
certain musical skills while also evoking differing moods. In doing so, the recital tells a 
dynamic and poignant story without words.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Hannah Stubbs
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Hesburgh Program in 

Public Service
• Adviser: F. Clark Power

How Can We Heal the Harm?: Why Restorative Justice is Necessary  
for Juveniles
My thesis explores the effects of discipline in school and how the current practices lead 
students to the prison pipeline. I assert that it is necessary to use restorative justice 
practices instead of retributive responses for juveniles. I chose this topic because I was 
interested in the U.S. criminal justice system, and this led to a desire to learn more about 
restorative justice.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kiera Stubbs
• Major: Program of Liberal 

Studies 
• Minor: Hesburgh Program in 

Public Service
• Adviser: Andrew  

Radde-Gallwitz

Fideism in Pascal, Kierkegaard, Kant
Scholars have classified Immanuel Kant, Søren Kierkegaard, and Blaise Pascal as fideist, 
supporting the theory that faith is independent of reason and rejecting the notion that 
God’s existence can be proven or His nature known. My thesis explores the question of 
whether there are different examples of fideism, and if so, whether they are equally valid 
or if one is superior to the others. Can an understanding of fideism benefit from them all? 
In the Program of Liberal Studies, we spend a lot of time reading the history of Western 
philosophy and theology and discussing the mysterious relationship between faith and 
reason. For my senior thesis, I wanted to get to the bottom of the questions we’ve been 
asking for three years — namely, “Can I know, rather than simply believe, that God exists?” 
and “Is faith rational?”

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Erin Sullivan
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior
• Minor: Science, Technology, 

and Values (STV)
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: James Brockmole

The Rate of Memory Stabilization
My senior thesis characterizes the relationship between memory stabilization and 
behavioral outcomes and investigates the consolidation account of forgetting. One 
argument made by consolidation theorists is that memories that were allowed to stabilize 
can actually become stronger over time. While previous studies have shown this in short-
term memory, my thesis investigates whether this relationship holds for long-term memory 
as well. I chose this topic because I am interested in memory, and more specifically, why we 
forget the things we forget. My thesis project investigates why certain memories are more 
resistant to forgetting than others. Understanding the mechanisms underlying forgetting 
can potentially allow us to improve our memory capacity.

Received funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

David Swenson
• Majors: Music (Organ 

Performance) and Theology 
• Minor: Philosophy
• Adviser: Paul Walker

Senior Organ Recital
My senior organ recital was the capstone to my major in music. In this program, I performed 
masterworks of various musical styles and periods on the Murdy Family Organ at the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart. The composers featured in this program were J.S. Bach, 
Olivier Messiaen, Louis-Nicolas Clerambault, César Franck, and Charles-Marie Widor. The 
compositions were chosen in collaboration with my adviser to perform pieces that I was 
passionate about and to expose the audience to a wide range of musical styles.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Madeleine Thompson
• Major: Theology
• Supplementary Major: 

Peace Studies
• Minor: Catholic Social 

Tradition
• Adviser: Matthew Ashley

A Theology of Pilgrimage to a Place Called Holy
My thesis uses liberation theology and Palestinian liberation theology to outline principles 
of a theology of pilgrimage to Israel and the Palestinian territories. By critically reflecting 
upon current practices of pilgrimage to this land, I offer one form of a theology of 
pilgrimage in order to encourage responsible pilgrimage to this holy land torn with conflict. 
My incredible pilgrimage experiences while journeying along the Camino de Santiago, 
studying abroad in Jerusalem, and visiting a Taizé prayer gathering stirred questions in me. 
Encountering the Israeli-Palestinian conflict firsthand ultimately left me wondering, “How 
can we pilgrimage responsibly to a place so revered but also one crippled with conflict?” 
After studying abroad in spring 2018, I remained in Jerusalem for an International Summer 
Service Learning Program placement, working with Sabeel — a Palestinian liberation 
theology center.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Claire Turgeon
• Major: English (Honors; 

Concentration in  
Creative Writing)

• Supplementary Major: Arts 
and Letters Pre-Health

• Adviser: Steve Tomasula

Sole Lace — An Exploration in Disability Literature
My thesis is a prose selection from a novel that investigates disabled and abled 
perspectives through dual narrative, multiple perspective, and non-linear chronology. 
This piece considers the motif of shoes and funerals in the theme of journeys and finding 
home, as well as location and perspective in consideration of the non-fantastical elements 
of fairytales. The disabled narrative is still evolving and finding its voice. Stutterers in 
particular have been silenced for too long, both literarily and literally. Famous works such as 
The Wizard of Oz have been immortalized and heralded as great American fairy tales many 
years ago, but the modern American fairy tale would look more updated. How do existing 
works that use similar narrative characteristics converse with mine to retell this fairy tale 
and update our national vision?

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Zoe Usowski
• Major: Film, Television, and 

Theatre (FTT) 
• AnBryce Scholar
• Advisers: Tarryn Chun and  

Anne García-Romero

Dymphna
For my thesis, I wrote a full-length play, centering on a women’s ward of a mental asylum in 
1930s New England. The piece focuses on the ethical dilemmas in medicine at the time, as 
well as the perception and stigmatization of mental health issues. The play is centered on 
a young nurse as she navigates her morals and discerns what is right from wrong in a place 
that is definitively grey. I chose this topic because I felt that mental health issues, which 
are personally important to me, are underrepresented in theatre. I also wanted to use the 
medium of playwriting to explore a history that is not widely known to the American public. 
I felt that it would allow for greater discussion on mental health stigmatization today, 
specifically in women, and address where we still have room to improve in health care. My 
play explores themes of Catholicism, religion, Irishness, and mental illness, in addition to 
subjects such as assault, misogyny, and unjust social systems.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Gianna Van Heel
• Major: Italian
• Minor: Philosophy, Religion, 

and Literature
• Adviser: Zygmunt Baranski

Woman and the Imago Dei: Beatrice and Her Theological Implications in 
Dante’s Eden
My thesis examines the figure of Beatrice in cantos 27-33 of Dante’s Purgatorio. I argue 
that through his literary construction of Beatrice’s wide variety of roles and functions, Dante 
affirms a theological truth which reclaims every human possibility for women as made in the 
image of God. I especially focus on the presence of biblical elements, including the Song of 
Songs and the locus of Eden, as key components of my interpretation. I recently became 
interested in feminist theology and was curious to see what Beatrice, who is a shockingly 
strong female figure in a medieval text, might tell us about the theological conception of 
women in Dante’s time, especially considering that the text is set in the Christian afterlife. 
The conclusion I eventually came to was radically different from my initial hypotheses — I 
was surprised to find such a “feminist,” to be anachronistic, affirmation in Dante.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Beth Vander Hoek
• Major: Political Science 
• Minor: Peace Studies
• Certificate in International 

Security Studies
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Sebastian Rosato

Longevity of the Liberal International Order
Many scholars and policymakers today fear that the liberal order is failing. In my thesis, I 
investigate whether the current liberal international order can survive. I argue that because 
orders rise and fall based on the balance of power, the current order will survive as long 
as the United States remains the sole great power. I became interested in this topic after 
listening to a lecture at Notre Dame by political scientist John Mearsheimer regarding the 
impending fall of the current order. While he argued that the current order will fall due to the 
inherent problems of liberalism and its institutions, I believe that the order will only fall if or 
when the balance of power changes —i.e., if the U.S. loses enough relative power and loses 
its great power status.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Erin Vaughan
• Major: Psychology 
• Minor: Anthropology
• Adviser: Kristin Valentino

Maternal Sensitivity, Race, and Effects on Child Internalizing and 
Externalizing Behaviors: A Moderation Study
Maternal sensitivity refers to a mother’s ability to respond appropriately to her child’s signals 
and her acceptance of the child’s autonomy. My project investigates maternal sensitivity 
and its outcomes in a diverse, high-risk sample, particularly how its connection with child 
internalizing and externalizing behaviors differs between African-American and Caucasian 
families. Through years of experience in Kristin Valentino’s lab, I have studied the concept 
of maternal sensitivity and wished to investigate some of the established outcomes of this 
protective influence. I am particularly interested in how culture and race can influence the 
effects of parenting, as the same patterns are not always evident in all families.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.        



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Sabrina Victor
• Major: Political Science
• Minors: Business Economics 

and Latino Studies
• Adviser: Karen Richman

Afro-Caribbean Mobilization for Andrew Gillum
My thesis explores the factors that influence how Afro-Caribbeans vote. I consider theories 
of race and ethnicity and the role of immigrant electoral politics in American society. I apply 
this analysis to explain why Afro-Caribbean citizens supported Andrew Gillum in Florida’s 
recent gubernatorial election and explore the components of his campaign strategy 
that helped effectively mobilize and win the support of this increasingly formidable voter 
demographic. In American society, race is very exaggerated — so much so that all black 
people are labeled as “poor, Baptist, and Democrat.” The heterogeneity of the American 
black population is ignored by mainstream society. Racist stereotyping makes people blind 
to different Afro ethnicities, especially Afro-Caribbean immigrants. As a result of American 
racial categorization, Afro-Caribbeans are categorized as typical “black” voters, and there 
is a lack of data, scholarship, and literature on their voting behavior.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Tristan Vitale
• Majors: International 

Economics (Italian) and  
Film, Television, and  
Theatre (FTT) 

• Advisers: Lakshmi Iyer  
and Forrest Spence

The Consequences of Anti-Mafia Law Enforcement: A Study of Mafia 
Growth in Northern Italy
The mafia has long been thought to exist only in southern Italy, but in reality, it has been 
spreading to northern Italy since the end of World War II. In the early 1990s, Italy intensified 
its anti-mafia law enforcement, but mainly focused on the southern regions where the 
traditional mafia strongholds are. My project examines whether this intensification of law 
enforcement in southern Italy encouraged mafia growth in northern Italy. I am aware that 
many people get excited by the word “mafia” because they may have seen The Godfather 
or The Sopranos. However, many fail to realize that organized crime is a real issue which has 
deeply impacted Italy economically, politically, and socially since the year of its unification. 
All four of my grandparents were immigrants from southern Italian regions traditionally 
associated with the mafia, so it is an important topic to me.         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Nicole Waddick
• Major: Political Science
• Minor: International 

Development Studies
• Adviser: Jaimie Bleck

Navigating Realities: Street-Level Bureaucrats and School Access for 
Undocumented Students in the Dominican Republic
My thesis examines the the variation in school access for undocumented students in the 
Dominican Republic. Despite laws mandating the right to education for all students, there 
are reports of exclusion at all levels of the education system. I analyzed 81 interviews with 
individuals in the education system and discovered the critical role of street-level bureaucrats 
and their relationships with students. I conducted research in the Dominican Republic the last 
two summers and was struck by the power of documentation in determining access to basic 
public services. I wanted to use my thesis to raise awareness of these challenges and examine 
the ways that the undocumented can experience higher levels of inclusion in the challenging 
institutional constraints of the Dominican education system.

Traveled to the Dominican Republic with funding from the Kellogg Institute for  
International Studies.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Zoe Walker
• Majors: Political Science and 

English 
• Doan Scholar
• Adviser: Dianne 

Pinderhughes

Tuned-In and Turned Off: How Media Modulates Group Consciousness
My project uses a survey experiment to explore how exposure to media shapes political 
group consciousness. I chose this project because I am interested in studying the role that 
media plays in shaping political behavior and opinions.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program, the Flatley Center 
for Undergraduate Scholarly Engagement, and the Strake Senior Thesis Grant from the 
Department of Political Science.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Kimberly Walter
• Major: Science-Business 
• Minor: Education, Schooling, 

and Society (ESS)
• Adviser: Nicole McNeil

Prescription to Count: A Pediatrician Approach to Promoting Early 
Mathematics Concepts that are Foundational to Children’s  
Academic Achievement
My thesis investigates how much pediatricians know about children’s early mathematics 
knowledge and its role in child development, the tools they use to screen for early 
academic skills, and their receptivity to discussing activities to promote early mathematics 
knowledge with the families they serve. Ultimately, this project will provide more 
information toward a method to raise public awareness of the importance of children’s 
early mathematics knowledge. As an aspiring pediatrician, I hope to use this knowledge 
and experience to become a better doctor, with a more holistic and complete view of child 
cognitive development. I believe that what I have learned from this thesis will help me 
promote effective practices for improving academic achievement in my future patients.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.       



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Justine Wang
• Major: Economics 
• Minor: Philosophy, Politics, 

and Economics (PPE)
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Hesburgh-Yusko Scholar 
• Adviser: Kirsten Cornelson

The Impact of Bank Branching Deregulation on Confidence
An integral part of the U.S. economy, banks provide stable sources of investment and 
payment systems for the convenience of depositors and firms. Money is exchanged on 
the promise that it will be repaid on agreed terms, suggesting that trust is integral to 
the process. Exploiting the regulatory changes to the U.S. banking industry throughout 
the 1980s and early 1990s, I examine the relationship between state-level variation in 
regulation and consumer trust in banks. I hope to add to the literature on why confidence 
in financial intermediaries is important, and spark the question of whether the lack of 
confidence in recent years has led to growth in new types of financial intermediation that 
people trust.

Received funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.    



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Rongxin (Kelly) Wang
• Major: Economics 
• Minor: Philosophy, Politics, 

and Economics (PPE)
• Adviser: Paul Weithman

The Virtual Nudge
In this thesis, I analyze the applicability of libertarian paternalism to the justification of 
Facebook’s new self-regulatory role. Are the rules paternalistic, and to what extent? My 
central argument is that people are subject to a similar, if not higher, level of behavioral 
biases in their digital lives. As natural programmers and choice architects, social media 
platform builders are justified to consider those biases, on autonomy and welfare grounds, 
in their designs. I was deeply inspired by the readings on libertarian paternalism for my 
philosophy, politics, and economics seminar, Justice. Despite the already wide application 
of nudge, I could not help asking, are there other instances outside the public realm that fit 
or challenge justifications laid out in the doctrine? The data misuse of Cambridge Analytica 
provided a plausible case for my inquiry. I’m grateful for the encouragement and support of 
my adviser, Paul Weithman, to pursue and complete the project.
         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Katie Ward
• Major: Music 
• Supplementary Major: 

Spanish
• Minors: Education, 

Schooling, and Society (ESS) 
and Catholic Social Tradition

• Adviser: Brian Collier

The Formation of Catholic Character and Identity in Catholic Native 
American Schools
My research explores how Catholic Native American schools form students in Catholic and 
tribal identities. I observed classrooms in three Catholic Native American schools, focusing 
on the ways tribal languages, cultures, and histories are included in the school curriculum 
and culture, particularly in the presentation of Catholicism in religion classes, liturgies, and 
posted art and messages in the classroom. My research stemmed from my desire to learn 
more about the Church’s work in Native American communities. I’m interested in examining 
how the Church can commit itself to preserving and celebrating tribal cultures in Catholic 
schools. I believe this work is essential when examining the call in Catholic social teaching 
to be in solidarity with and work alongside the marginalized of society for justice.

Traveled to South Dakota, Montana, and Nebraska with funding from the Undergraduate 
Research Opportunity Program.  



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Joseph Weiler
• Major: Neuroscience and 

Behavior 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Nathan Rose

Reliability of the Cogstate Cognigram in Assessing Cognitive Changes 
Following Mild Traumatic Brain Injury
Although widely used, baseline/sideline computerized, cognitive examinations for 
concussions often lack the necessary supporting validation and reliability research. In this 
project, we compared baseline and post-bout data from the commercial Cognigram exam 
to self-reported symptomology and suspicion of concussion. Although data was limited due 
to few concussions, attrition, and tournament elimination, we found only moderate test-
retest reliability among healthy participants on both of the Cognigram’s composite scores. 
Growing up, my three brothers and I all experienced concussions, each with our own unique 
symptoms and recovery. The variability of the injury intrigued me, and I have been able to 
pursue that interest through the Rose Lab and the Baraka Bouts program. Eventually, I hope 
to follow this passion into neurology.

Traveled to San Francisco for the Cognitive Neuroscience Society Annual Meeting with  
funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Maxwell Weiskittel
• Majors: Economics, 

Psychology, and Philosophy
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program 
• Adviser: Jeff Speaks

Proxytypes Reimagined — A New Empiricist Account of Concepts
My thesis explores a well-established theory of concepts and examines its faults. From 
there, a new theory of concepts is laid out. My interest in this topic was sparked by John 
Searle’s Chinese Room argument. I believe that a coherent and sound empiricist account 
of concepts could present a strong counterargument to Searle’s conclusion that syntax is 
insufficient for semantics, and I desired to explore this further.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Darby West
• Major: Design 

(Concentration in Visual 
Communication Design)

• Adviser: Neeta Verma

Paving the Way: Established Women in Tech and Lessons Learned
For my project, I interviewed 13 women who are leaders in the technology field about the 
obstacles they faced to get to where they are today and any advice they have for future 
generations. I chose this topic because my mom is an established professional in the 
technology field. I wanted to share her story, along with the stories of other women who 
have done the same thing.

         



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Abigail Whalen
• Major: Philosophy 
• Minor: Philosophy, Politics, 

and Economics (PPE)
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: Therese Cory

A Study in Eternity: Divine Interaction with Space-Time
In my thesis, I explore the tension between the classical theistic conception of God as 
radically transcendent, and the precedence set by revealed Judeo-Christian tradition 
that God intervenes in affairs in time and space. In particular, I aimed to address how God 
can have knowledge of particular events in time and not merely heuristic knowledge of 
determined events. I initially became interested in this topic — the interaction of God and 
time — through exposure to classical Islamic philosophy in a seminar I took my sophomore 
year with Therese Cory. I loved metaphysics and found that my particular topic, at least in 
the Judeo-Christian tradition, was often overlooked when discussed independently from 
debates on free will and determinism. I wanted to isolate and explore it on its own.

Traveled to Jerusalem and Bethlehem with funding from the Glynn Family Honors Program.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Dexter Williams
• Major: Africana Studies 
• Adviser: Maria McKenna

Community Portraits of Orlo Vista, Florida: An Oral History Project
Oral history is one of the most valued and practical ways of educating in African-
American communities. In this project, oral history provided individuals, mostly elders of 
the community, the opportunity to tell how they “came up” in arenas where there was 
historically little opportunity for education. These stories offer reassurance and hope to the 
young people of the community today. In many ways, Orlo Vista, Florida, is in a cycle where 
the challenging economic history of the community impacts the future of young people 
there. In this project, I hope to shine some light on the value of the community and the need 
to continue to attend to Orlo Vista and its needs for the sake of those who still live there.

Traveled to Orlo Vista, Florida.



&
2019 Senior Thesis Projects

Jenna Wilson
• Major: Political Science 
• Minor: Hesburgh Program in 

Public Service
• Adviser: David Campbell

A Study of Voting Motivation and Behavior
Currently, there are two competing theories of voter motivation. The first, which I term 
“following the herd,” argues that people are more likely to vote when many people have 
already voted. The second, which I term “tipping the balance,” argues that people are 
more likely to vote when few have. I designed an original survey experiment to test these 
theories. In my Introduction to Public Policy class, we read Nudge by Richard Thaler, who 
states that if political parties want more people to vote, they should stop lamenting the 
number of people who don’t. This ran counter to other research I had encountered at Notre 
Dame. I wondered if such a critically acclaimed academic could be wrong — and decided to 
test his theory myself.
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Logan Wishart
• Major: Theology 
• Supplementary Major: 

German
• Minor: Poverty Studies
• Balfour-Hesburgh Scholar
• CUSE Sorin Scholar
• Adviser: John Cavadini

The Veil of Paternity: Meditations on St. Joseph and St. Louis Martin
My thesis is a meditation on St. Joseph, virginal father of Jesus, and St. Louis Martin, the 
father of St. Therese of Lisieux. It is an effort to amplify discourse on these two saints, 
to exhort men to father sainthood, to characterize a distinctly paternal spirituality I call 
“Joseph’s Way,” to invite readers to spiritual friendship with St. Joseph, and to show that the 
father saint acts as veil between child and the world. I realized that the Lord is calling me 
to marriage and, thus, to fatherhood. Moreover, I realized the Church needs father saints, 
especially now. I sought a role model who could show me that, by grace, a man can  
imitate Christ even in the mundane activity of family life. The Lord blessed me with two — 
St. Joseph and St. Louis Martin.
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Daniel Witham
• Majors: Theology and 

Mathematics 
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• CUSE Sorin Scholar
• Adviser: Kimberly Belcher

The 20th-Century Reform of the Catholic Funeral
My thesis compares the funeral liturgy of the Catholic Church before and after the Second 
Vatican Council. I trace the history of funeral liturgy and compare the overall structures, 
collects, and respective relationships to the liturgical year of the two rites. I have always 
been fascinated by the Church’s liturgy and her response to the reality of death. I am 
interested in whether the vast reforms surrounding Vatican II mark a change in Catholic 
theological views on death, purgatory, eschatology, and what it means to be human.
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Claire Wolford
• Majors: Philosophy and 

Biological Sciences 
• Adviser: Alexander Jech

Getting Out of the Given: A Modern Solution for a Contemporary Problem
My thesis investigates whether Kantian or Kantian-esque metaphysics can adequately 
respond to Wilfrid Sellars’ “Myth of the Given” objection. I examined what criteria must be 
met for a philosophical work to anticipate an objection made after publication, whether 
Kant’s work meets those criteria, and whether Kantian or Kantian-esque metaphysics 
can successfully account for perception without relying on givenness — the assumption 
identified by Sellars in his objection. Sellars has been one of my major interests since I 
was about 14, and his work is why I decided to pursue a philosophy major. After a directed 
reading on Kant’s The Critique of Pure Reason, I wanted to investigate the Critique in a 
specifically Sellarsian context.
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Kaitlyn Wong
• Major: American Studies 
• Minor: Education, Schooling, 

and Society (ESS)
• Advisers: Brian Collier and 

Michael Macaluso

Culturally Diverse Literature: Representing Human Experiences
Historically, representation of racial minorities in literature has been limited. The rise 
of culturally diverse literature provides an opportunity for young readers to perceive 
themselves and the experiences of unfamiliar people as important and valued in our 
society. Through the exploration of various literary awards and resources for teachers and 
parents, I examined the potential of culturally diverse literature. As an aspiring teacher, I 
am hopeful about the power of literature in humanizing and celebrating the wide spectrum 
of human experiences. Growing up as an Asian American, I missed out on representations 
of people who looked like me and had similar cultural experiences. This implied that my 
story wasn’t important. All stories are valuable, however, which culturally diverse literature 
aims to express.

Traveled to Loyola University Chicago with funding from the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Program.       
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Kelvin Wu
• Majors: Music (Piano 

Performance) and German 
• Adviser: John Blacklow

Piano Recital
In my piano recital, I presented a program from four style epochs — Baroque, Classic, 
Romantic, and Impressionistic — that showcases the cultural, stylistic, and technical 
richness of piano as an instrument. Because of my special affinity to German cultural 
history, my program had a heavy emphasis on the German repertoire, with works by Bach, 
Beethoven, and Brahms. The piece by Debussy marked my new interest in French music and 
culture. The recital featured music works that I intensively engaged with during the past 
year, while presenting a wide range of technical approches to piano playing.
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Qing Yuan
• Majors: Philosophy and 

Economics
• Glynn Family Honors 

Program
• Adviser: James Sterba

Moral Relativism and Aristotelian Approach

Moral relativism is widely objected to by philosophers in the academic circle. And, the moral 
relativity problem poses an especially difficult challenge to neo-Aristotelian moral theories, 
since they are often grounded in local cultures. Since current neo-Aristotelian moral 
theories have difficulty criticizing unjust cultural practices, certain Kantian or utilitarian 
concepts may be introduced to further develop the ambiguous concept of virtue. A qualified 
concept of virtue will enable neo-Aristotelian theories to solve the moral relativity problem. 
The Chinese culture always believes in virtue theory, so I have found neo-Aristotelian moral 
theories interesting and familiar from the beginning. Neo-Aristotelian moral theories’ ability 
to accommodate situational, environmental, and cultural factors make it more flexible than 
other moral theories, but also more susceptible to the moral relativity problem. It seemed 
worthwhile to further investigate this conflict.         
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Brooke Zentmeyer
• Major: English
• Supplementary Major: 

Environmental Sciences
• Adviser: Laura Dassow Walls

Communion with Nature: Catholicism and Eco-Acceptance in Jeff 
VanderMeer’s The Southern Reach Trilogy
My thesis explores how the Catholic imagination, which is integral to the subversive 
power of the Gothic genre, continues to challenge the frameworks that govern the 
human understanding of reality. In particular, I examine how contemporary science fiction 
addresses the role of humanity in the face of the man-made horror of anthropogenic 
climate change. I chose this topic because it ties together my two main topics of study 
during my undergraduate career at Notre Dame — literature and the environment.
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Christina Zobel
• Majors: English and Greek 

and Roman Civilization 
• Adviser: Roy Scranton

The Scourge
My thesis contains a workable excerpt of a novel in the fantasy genre. Each chapter is 
told by a different character, with plotlines alternating between the past and the present, 
to give a more complete picture of how the world changes as the result of a catastrophe 
known as the scourge. While the focus is on my protagonists’ personal journeys, the 
overarching conflict involves the evolution of the world they live in. This is exactly the 
type of novel I love to read — I am fascinated by fantasy world-building, and my goal is to 
create a gritty, immersive world driven by compelling characters, while addressing real-
world concerns and instilling my readers with a sense of wonder at the more adventurous, 
fantastical aspects. I also wanted to accurately portray a world set in a time resembling 
antiquity and to show that the boundaries we create between particular groups of people 
are often unclear, arbitrary, and permeable. For the past four years, I have been studying 
Greek and Roman civilization, and I used details from the ancient world to make my novel 
come to life.
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Christa Zubic
• Majors: International 

Economics (Arabic) and 
Political Science

• Advisers: Zachary 
Stangebye and Denise  
Della Rossa

Barriers to Successful Water Shortage Policies in Jordan
Water scarcity policies in Jordan are characterized by their variety and scale. This meta-study 
evaluates the policies’ success and summarizes the supply and demand issues behind Jordan’s 
water shortage problems. My paper constructs a picture of the barriers to water shortage 
policy success by examining policy implementation, Jordanian citizens’ economic ability to 
support these policies, and the Jordanian National Water Strategy. This topic was an interesting 
culmination of my studies in Arabic and economics. In researching and writing this paper, I 
learned more about Jordan and the effects of its unique economy and culture.
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Camille Zyniewicz
• Major: Design 

(Concentration in Visual 
Communication Design)

• Adviser: Emily Beck

Mindful Package Design
My thesis explores the ways we can address issues of mental health through design. My 
solution is a multifaceted campaign that aims to encourage mental health conversation 
among undergraduate students. It is a fusion of the social exchanges that might take 
place over a cup of coffee, the interactions that occur between the consumer and package 
design, and anonymous words of hope from a handful of undergraduate programs across 
the country. I wanted to communicate through my design that asking for help, talking  
about mental health, or considering whether one might be struggling with a disorder of  
any kind does not make a person weak. It does not make you less ambitious, less logical, 
less professional, or less motivated. On the contrary, it demonstrates self-love and 
acceptance — and dedication to your life goals and ambitions.

         




