The Sheedy Award Acceptance Speech

del i ver ed
by
WIlliamH Leahy
Pr of essor, Departnent of Econom cs and
Policy Studies
Col |l ege of Arts and Letters

Uni versity of Notre Dane.



Annenberg Auditorium

Sept enber 24, 2004

Thank you. | am honored and
grateful to receive this award which is
naned after Father Charl es Sheedy,
C.S.C. The Sheedy Award honors Fat her
Sheedy’ s many contributions to the U of
Notre Dane, including the College of
Arts and Letters and the Congregation
of the Holy Cross.

An English nmajor as an
under gr aduat e, Fat her Sheedy received a
| aw degree fromthe University of

Pittsburgh before earning his doctorate



I n Theol ogy. He was a prodi gi ous
reader, able to condense his vast
know edge into clear, straightforward
t hought s; Fat her Sheedy was ny teacher,
my nentor, ny colleague, ny Dean and ny
friend.

I n 1952, O Shaugnessy Hall opened as
t he new hone of the college of Arts and
Letters. In the sane year, Father
Theodore Hesburgh, C S.C becane
president of the University of Notre
Danme. One of his guiding principles
was that at the core of a great
university should be a great Coll ege of
Arts and Letters. And Father Hesburgh

deci ded that the person who coul d



acconplish this m ssion was Fat her
Sheedy, Professor of Religion. Father
Sheedy served as a strong dean for the
next 16 years, from 1952 until 1968,

| eading this college to higher academ c
achi evenents, while retaining its
Catholic ldentity.

That sane year, 1952, | arrived at
Notre Dane as a freshman in the General
Program of Li beral Educati on,
originally known as G P. now called the
Program of Liberal Studies or P.L.S.

It was then a 4 year course of study
based on the Great Books and built
around a sem nar each senester, |ed

al ways by two professors.



| was fortunate- blessed to have as
my sem nar professors-Father Sheedy and
Dr. Oto Bird, founder of the G P., now
P.L.S. Wat a fantastic, challenging
educati onal experience! This was ny
first contact wwth Father Sheedy and it
woul d continue until his death. He was
my Professor in other classes in
addition to the P.L.S. sem nar. He was
a great teacher-stinulating,
chal l enging, wtty- always |eading his
students to seek the truth. Fromthis
initial contact in the classroom our
rel ati onship progressed into his being

one of ny nentors, ny Dean and ny



friend. This award honors an excel |l ent
academ c and person in Father Sheedy.
From Fat her Sheedy and others, | was
fortunate to receive certain guidelines
and | essons which | have tried to apply
i n ny own teaching.
1. Students are nore than just students.
We faculty have students in class for
approxi mately 150 m nutes per week.
Yet they spend nost of their tine in
other roles, relationships and
activities- just as we teachers do.
They are involved in social work,
sports, band, clubs, drama, etc- they
are friends, aunts, uncles, big

br ot hers and sisters, etc.



Accepting this basic approach to
view ng and interacting with students
as nore than nerely students, | needed
a gane plan and specific project to
i npl ement this theory. One was given
to ne by ny wife Sharon, who taught at
Not r e Dane. It is the use of an
I ntervi ew f orm whereby two students
| nterview each other, using this form
as a base, and then introduce each
other to the class. The interview form
seeks to elicit such information as:

Who is your famly?

What i s uni que about you? (And only

you)



What are your interests?-Wat you
care about ?

Wiy did you decide to cone to Notre
Dane?
This interview formal so gives ne basic
i nformation as to who these people are
and a starting point to get to know
t hem as people. It also enables two
students to get to know each ot her the
first day. Additionally, each student
gets to listen to all the others being
| ntroduced and to see each as
| ndi vidual s and that each brings a
di verse background and thus has a
uni que perspective and contribution to

make. Additionally, these



| ntroductions often generate instant
rapport between two students who
suddenly realize they have sonething in
common, such as an interest in chess,

or horseback riding, or Mdzart. | also
| ntroduce nyself to the class in terns

of academcs, famly, interests, etc.

2. Chem stry

Life and academ cs are simlar to

sports in that they are about the “we
and not the “1.” A sports teamwth
chem stry wll acconplish much nore

than a team w thout chem stry. The
sane Iis true for a class. Wth

chem stry, the class wll acconplish
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much nore than a class wthout it.
Cl assroomteaching is a collective
endeavor. Chemstry is difficult to
define and obtain, but | can recognize
it whether it be in the classroomor on
the sports field. It includes:

A sense of unity

An ability to get along and to help
each ot her

Respect- for each other and each
other’s viewpoints

Responsibility- to one’s assignnents
and to others

Shari ng and wor ki ng toget her

Open- m ndedness

Hum | ity- renmaining teachable
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A sense of hunor

Moti vating each ot her
One project | use in an attenpt to
devel op chem stry is to start each
class with a fornmer Notre Dane
graduate’ s nane on the board who was in
one of ny classes and | then say a few
wor ds about the alumus. | tell ny
students this can be them soneday.
They can be an Al an Page, M nnesota
Suprene Court Justice and |ast year’s
commencenent speaker, Joseph Pickler,
Presi dent and CEO of Kroger, Professor
Kelly Kaem U. S. District Court Judge
WIlliam Zl och, Dave Dureson, President

and CEO of the Duerson G oup, etc.



Another way | try to devel op
chem stry is by going to | unch and
breakfast wth 2-3 students at a tine,
| aimat doing this 2-3 tinmes a week
for about 1- 2 hours each, often before
or after class. The College of Arts
and Letters deserves nuch credit for
being wlling to absorb this cost to
encourage faculty to interact wth
students outside the classroom

To nme, this is a statenent by the
Col l ege of Arts and Letters of the
| nportance of faculty/student
rel ations.

Fromny early nentors, including

Fat her Sheedy, | was i npressed and

12
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personally have tried to follow the
| dea that a teacher nust not just work
in ternms of his own career and vita but
al so for:

1- The Departnent- in ny case, The
Depart nent of Econom cs and Policy
St udi es.
2- The Coll ege- including a conm t nent
to Coll ege orientated courses such as
core and freshman sem nar.

3-The University of Notre Dane.

Fourth and nost inportantly, -The
Students-infusing themnot only wth
academ c expertise but also wth an
et hi cal education so that our graduates

are not only good in their careers but
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al so good people guided by ethics in
living their |ives.

My wife and | sent 6 good children
(4 girls and 2 boys) to Notre Dane.
They graduated wth fine academ cs but
nost of all, they were better people.
This is the great strength of Notre
Danme—an et hi cal educati on.

| recently asked a vice-president of
Eli Lilly Corp, “Wat difference, if
any, does your corporation see in
graduates of Notre Dane, Princeton,
Yal e, M chigan, and Virginia?” The
reply | received was they they are all
wel | -trai ned and educat ed, but the

Notre Dane graduates have an et hical
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approach that differentiates themfrom
all the others.”

The four nost inportant el enents of
teaching for ne are:
-View ng students not just as students
but as conpl ex bei ngs.
- Devel oping chem stry, or unity, n the
cl assroom
-Infusing academ c learning wwth a
sense of ethics, and being loyal to ny
departnent, ny college, the University
of Notre Danme, and nost inportantly, ny
st udent s.

|t has been a blessing to teach at
Notre Danme and in the College of Arts

and Letters. | ndeed, | have a | ove
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affair with this university and | try
to pass this |love affair and educati on
to ny students in a grateful and
ent husi asti ¢ nmanner.

Once again, thank you for this award
and thanks to all of you, and thank you
Sharon. Thank you to our Lady on the
ol den Done, and thank you Fat her

Sheedy.



